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Every Stone that tue look upon, in this Repoſitory 
of paſt Ages, is both an Entertainment, and a 


Monitor. 
Plain Dealer. Vol. I. No 42, 
| — — 


— 


M aDAm; 


©) 6 HES E Reflections, the 
e on the gel, the 
ONT WH Other on the gaye/# Scenes 
— of Nature, when they pro- 


ceeded privately from the Pen, were 
addreſſed to a Lady of the moſt valu- 


able Endowments: Who crownedall 
her other endearing Qualities, by a 
cordial Love of CHRIST, and an ex- 
emplary Conformity to his Divine Pat- 
at A 3 tern, 


vi DEDICATION. 
tern, She, alas! lives no longer on 
Earth ; unleſs it be in the Honours of 
a diſtinguiſhed Character, and the 
bleeding Remembrance of her Ac- 
quaintance. | 
Ir is impoſſible, Madam, to wiſh 
You a richer Bleſſing, or a more ſub- 
ſtantial Happineſs, than that the ſame 
Spirit of unfeigned Faith, the ſame 
Courſe of undefiled Religion, which 
have enabled Her to triumph over 
Death, may both animate and adorn 
your Life. And you will permit me 
to declare, that my chief Inducement 
in requeſting your Acceptance of the 
following Meditations, now they make 
a public Appearance from the Preſs, 
is, that they are deſigned to cultivate 
the ſame ſacred Principle, and to pro- 
mote the ſame excellent Practice. 
Long, Madam, may you bloom in 
all the Vivacity and Amiableneſs of 
Youth, 


DEDICATION wi 
Youth, like the charming Subject of 
one of theſe Contemplations. But at 
the ſame time remember, that, with 
regard to ſuch inferior Accompliſh+ 
ments, You muſt one Day fade (may 
it prove ſome very remote Period !), 
like the mournful Objects of the other. 
This Conſideration will prompt Vou to 
go on, as Vou have begun, in adding 
the Meekneſs of Wiſdom, and all the 
Beauties of Holineſs, to the Graces of 
an engaging Perſon, and the Refine-. 
ments of a polite Education, 

AND might — O! might the en- 
ſuing Hints furniſh You with the leaſt 
Aſſiſtance, in proſecuting ſo deſirable 
an End; might they contribute, in 
any Degree, to eſtabliſh your Faith, 
or elevate your Devotion ; they would, 
then, adminiſter to the Author ſuch a 
Satisfaction, as Applauſe cannot give, 


nor Cenſure take away: A Satisfaction, 
A 4 which 


— 
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which I ſhould be able to enjoy, even 
in thoſe awful Moments, when all that 


eaptivates the Eye is ſinking in Dark+ 
neſs, and every Glory of this lower 


World diſappearing for ever. 


THESE Wiſhes, Madam, as they 
are a moſt agreeable Employ of my 
Thoughts, ſo they come attended with 
this additional Circumſtance of Plea- 
ſure, that they are alſo the ſincereſt 
Expreſſion of that very great Eſteem, 
with —__ I am, 


ww Dor 


: 2 ud „olan, 


Maſt Humble Servant, 


| Weſton- Favel, 
N orthamptonſhire, 
May 20. 1746. 


JAMES Hervey. 


HE firſk of theſe occaſional 
> Meditations begs Leave to re- 
| mind my Readers of their 


which is inexpreſſibly more needful, their 
Souls, in Order : That they may be able, 
through all the intermediate Stages, to look 
forward upon their approaching Exit, with- 
out any anxious Apprehenſions : And, 
when the great Change commences, may 
bid Adieu to terreſtrial Things, with all 
the Calmneſs of a chearful Reſignation, 
with all the Comforts of 4 well-grounded 
Faith, © | 6 WK 
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X PREFACE 


The other attempts to ſketch out forme 
little Traces of the All-ſufficiency of our 
Redeemer, for the grand and gracious 
Purpoſes of everlaſting Salvation; that 
a Senſe of his unutterable Dignity, and 
infinite Perfettions, may incite us to re- 
gard Him with Sentiments of the moſt pro- 
found Veneration ; to long for an aſſured 
Intereſt in bis Merits, with all the Ar- 
dency of Deſire; and to truſt in his power- 
ful Mediation, with an Aﬀiance not to be 
ſhaken by any Temptations, not to be ſhares 
with any Performances of our own. 


T flatter myſelf, that the Thoughts con- 
ceived among the Tombs may be welcome 
to the ſerious and humane Mind; becanſe, 
as there are few, who have not conſigned 
the Remains of ſome dear Relations, or 
honoured Friends, to thoſe filent Repofito- 
ries ; ſo there are none, but muſt be ſenſible, 
that this is the Houſe appointed' for all 
Living; and that they themſelves are 


2 ſhortly 


PREFACE. xi 


ſhortly to remove into the ſame ſolemn Mau- 
Hon. Aud wha would not turn aſege, 
for a while, from the. maſt favourite 
Amuſements, to view the Place, where bis 
ance· loved Companions lie? JWhbo' would 
not ſome time ſurvey thoſe Apartments, 
where he himſelf is ta take up an Abode, 2 
till Time ſhall be no more? : 


A. to the other little Eſſay, may I 7 
nat bumbly preſume, that the very Sub- 
Jett itſelf will recommend the Remarks ? 
For who is not delighted with the Pro- 
ſpe of the blooming Creation, and even 
charmed with the delicate Attractions of 
Flowers? Who does not covet to aſſemble 
them in the Garden, or wear them in a 
Noſegay? Since this is à Paſſion ſo uni- 
verſal, who would not be willing 1o ren- 
der it productive of the ſublimeſt Improve- 
ment? —— This Piece of holy Frugality 
T have ventured to ſuggeſt, and endea- 
voured to exemplify, in the Second Letter; 
that while the Hand is cropping the 
| tranſient 


Xil PREFACE.” 
tranſient Beauties of a Flower, the at- 
tentive Mind may be enriching itſelf with 
Jſolid and laſting Good. And I can- 
not but entertain ſome - pleaſing Hopes, 
that the niceſt Taſte may receive and re- 
liſh religious Impreſſions, when they are 
conveyed © by ſuch lovely Monitors; when 
the inftruftive Leſſons are found, not on 
the Leaves of ſome formidable Folio, but 
ſtand legible on the fine Sarcenet of a 
Narciſſus; toben they ſavour not of the 
Lamp and Recluſe, but come WIGS 
. the e _ oi a. 3 
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O CCASION of the Meditation,  folitaxy 
Walk in a Church Hangſome Altar- Piece; 
Gratitude celebrated — Solomon's Temple ; ; his 
noble Sentiments at the Dedication ; the Paſſage 
illuſtrated — — The Holy G hoft dibelli- ng in our 
Hearts; a rich Privilege ; Obligation to Holineſs 
— The Floor covered with funeral Inſcriptions — 
Wiſdom of meditating on our latter End. —— Pro- 
miſcuous Lodgment and amicable Agreement of 
Corpſes, ſuggeſt Humility and Concord Monu- 
ment of an Infant ; its fortunate Circumſtances ; 
Superior Felicity of Survivors —— Monument of a 
Youth ; Grief of the Parents ; mitigated or aggra- 
vated by the Proſpect of the inviſible State; Ex- 
hortation to educate Children religioufly — Monu- 
ment of a Young Man; cut off in his Prime ; how 
unexpected and aſflictive the Stroke ; the Frailty of 
all ſublunary Happineſs —— Reflection on the three 
preceding Exits ; the Uncertainty of Life ; Call 
to be always ready — Monument of a middle-aged 


Perſon ; immerſed in Buſineſs ; Diſappointment of 


his Schemes; his dying Acknowlegements ; the Folly 
of N. eat very Bitterneſs in the End 
: =--- The 


xiv The AxcuuExr. 


— The Graves of the Aged; the Difficulties and 
Hazard of a late Repentance 3 Youth intreated to 
enter upon a Courſe of Holineſs without Delay 
The fingular Wiſdom and Felicity of the Righteous ; 
the Reft of their Bodies; the Calmneſs of their 
Departure; the Safety of their diſ-embodied Souls; 
#betr delightful Situation till the Fudgment-Day. 

Monument of a Warrior, ſlain in Battle; Refle- 
dons on the Death of CaR1sT, that it was 
voluntary, foreſeen, undergone for Enemies; was 
moſt torturous, lingering, and ignominious —The 
Meanneſs of being obliged to a Monument far per- 
petuating our Names : Author's Wiſh for himſelf ; 
true Method of eternizing our Characters — The 
Fault ; its awful Aspect; Grandeur in Abaſe- 
ment ; The Vanity of Pleaſures, Honours, and 
Riches —— The Clock ftrites; a Warning to re- 
deem the Time The wonderful Change which 
takes place in the Tomb, inſtanced in ſeveral Par- 
ticulars . Salilaguy of 'a Lover ; Admonition 10 
the Ladies; True Beauty of the fair Sex-—Sin 

the Cauſe of our Di ſſolutian Subject of Mor- 
tality brought hame to our own Caſe ; Incitement to 
improve Life ; this the beſt embalming —— View 
of our Saviour's Sepulchre ; his hing in the Grave 
has ſoftened it for his People ; Faith in his dying 
Love diſarms Death — The Reſurrettion of the 
gan ; their. Meeting the Judge; their Ac- 
ceptance 


The ARoUMENT; xv 
ceptance at the great Tribunal =— Sickneſs, Sin, 
and Death, defiroyed ; Bliſs or Miſery unchange- 
able; Obſervation on Eternity — The Wicked ; 
the Anguiſh of their laſt Sickneſs ; No Hope but 
from the Religion they deſpiſed ; that very pre- 
carious ; the Horror of their Diſſolution ; this the 
Beginning of Sorrows ; their Treatment in the in- 
viſible World; reſerved to the Judgment of the 
great Day — They riſe, tho reludtant ; are diſ- 
trafted with Terror; covered with Contempt; 
condemned to endleſs Woe — To be inſtrumental in 
ſaving our Friends from this Miſery, the truęſt 
Exerciſe of Benevolence A Reflection on the 

vaſt Importance of theſe Truths; a Perſuaſive to 
a under the believing Conſideration of them; en- 
forced by the inexpreſſible Neceſſity of preparing 
for them - The Whole cloſes with a View of the 
preſent Security, and future Glory of the Righteous 3 
and an affettionate Wiſh. 
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I. p. 61. r. Seats. p 75. I. 145 7: Aber. p- 82. 
I. 20. I. Meditations 3 


II. „ Er. of the Note, r. up. p. 18. 

I. 28. of the Note, r. ny2. p. 38. J. 4. 

r. Humidity. p. 45. I. 10. r. Halt. p. 10g. 
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ut LL 180 4— into Corn= 
wall, I happened to alight at Kill, 
hampton, a conſiderable Village in 
chat County: Where, finding 
EE myſcif under an unexpected Ne- 
ceflity of ſaying a little, I took a Walk to the 
Church. The Doors, like the Heaven to which 


90 lead, were wide open; and readily admitted 
B =. 


en, 7 


n 


CR a Situation ſo du Tn ms awful, 1 Wee 
not avoid falling into ſerious Meditations, 


Which, I truſt, were in ſome Degree pr e 
&, , ik ien pale tel add vr Ip 
Fhoughts; and, if they may adminiſter any Sa- 
tisfaction to you, Madam, now they are recol- 
lected, and committed to Writing, I ſhall receive 
a freſh Pleaſure from _— 

5 FT * 
Havi ddored hide U ey Cho, 
far from being confined to Temples made with 

Hands, "has Heaven for his Throne, and the 
Earth for his Footftool ---- Having obſerved the 
regular Range of the Pillars, and a fort of mag- 
nificent Plainne/s in the whole Structure; which 
were rendered more affecting, by a certain Air 


of Selam peculiar to Placks of ths A 
took particular Notice of a — IN: 
preſented by the em wy of U Stow,'v9 


44 ll G 5 

-*; Checdiaaſe: of * yy 8 this Pa- 
riſb belonging to the late Ear! of Bath; remarkable 
formerly. for it its excellent Workmanſhip, and elegant 
Furniture ; once 15 grand. Refort 6f-the — 


* 


amg the; TOMBS, 3 
of Gratitude, 1 preſume, to that gracious Gop, 
jc Som bring forth the Top-ſtone with 
Joy. e bad 


O! how amiable is Gratitud: eſpecially, 
when it has the ſupreme Benefactor for its Ob- 
ject. I have always looked upon Gratitude as 
the moſt exalted Principle that can actuate the 
Heart of Man. It has ſomething noble, diſin- 
tereſted, and (if I may be allowed the Term) ge- 
nerouſly devout. Repentance indicates our Na- 
ture fallen, and Prayer turns chiefly upon a Re- 
gard to one's ſelf. . But the Exerciſes of Gratitude 
ſubſiſted in Paradiſe, hen there was no Fault to 
deplore; and will be perpetuated in Heaven, when 
«« Gop ſhall be A in all.“ 


Tur Language of this ſweet Temper is, “ I 
« am unſpeakably obliged : What Return ſhall I 
* make? And, ſurely, it is no improper Ex- 
preſſion of an unfeigned Thankfulneſs, to deco- 
rate our Creator's Courts, and beautify the 


and Gentry of the Weſt; but now demoliſhed, laid 
even with the Graund, and ſcarce one Stone left 
upon another. Sa that Corn may grow, or Nettles 
ſpring, where Sten lately ſtood. at 
San B 2 « Place 
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Placa where his Honour dwelleth. Of old the 
Habitation of his Feet was glorious : Let it not 
now: be ſordid or contemptible. It muſt grieve 
an ingenuous Mind, and be a Reproach to any 
People, to have their own Houſes wainſcoted 
with Cedar, and painted with Vermilion; while 
the Temple of the.Lo RD of Hoſts is deſtitute of 
every decent Ornament. 


HERE I recollected, and was charmed with, 
Solomon's fine Addreſs to the Almighty, at the 
Dedication of his famous Temple. With immenſe 
Charge, and exquiſite Skill, he had erected the 
moſt rich and finiſhed Structure, that the Sun 
ever ſaw. Vet, upon a Review of his Work, and 
a Reflection on the tranſcendent Perſections of the 
Godhead, how he exalts the one, and abaſes the 
other ! ---- The Building was too glorious for the 

' mightieſt Monarch to inhabit ; too /acred, for 
unhallowed Feet even to enter; yet infinitely too 
mean, for the Deity to reſide in. It was, and 
the Royal Worſhiper acknowleged it to be, a 
moſt. -marvellous Vouchſafement in uncreated 
Excellency, to „ put his Name there.” The 
whole Paſſage breathes ſuch a Delicacy, and is 
animated with ſuch a Sublimity of Sentiment, that 
I cannot 3 myſelf to paſs on without re- 


peating 
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peating it. But will GO D indeed dwell on 
Earth? Behold |. The Hiauen, and Heaven of 
Heavens, canmt contain Thee; bow much leſs this 
Houſe that I have builded ? - Incomparable 
Saying ! Worthy the wiſeſt of Men. Who 
would not chooſe to poſſeſs ſuch an elevated De- 
votion, rather than to own — 
Gn of that mann — 5 ; 


©, = nt Big: viii, 27. Bat avi. — A fine abrupt 
"moſt ſignificantly deſeribing the Amaze- 
ment 11 of the Royal Prophet's Mind. 
GOD: E uſes no Epithet, where Writers of infe- 
rior Diſcernment would have been fond to multiply 
them: But ſpeaks of the Deity, as an incomprehen- 
ſible Being; whoſe Excellency is exalted above all 
Praiſe. — Davell: To 'beftow' on ſinful Creatures a 
ropitious Look, or favour them with a tranſient 
ifit of Kindneſs, would have been an unutterable 
Obligation : Will he then vouchſafe to fx his Abode, 
and take up his ſtated Reſidence among them? — 
Indeed: A Word, in this Connexion, exceedingly 
emphatical ; expreflive of a Condeſcenſion, wonder- 
ful and extraordinary almoſt 8 
hen a moſt important Reaſon is ſuggeſted 
the preceding Admiration: Behold: Intimating the 
continued, or rather the in of. the 
Speaker, and awakening the Attention of the Hearer. 
»— Behold! The Heaven: The ſpacious Concave of 
the Firmament, that wide-extended Azure Circumfe- 
rence, in which Worlds unnumbered perform their 


155M is too 7 an — for the 


Godhead. 
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W £ are apt to be ſtruck with Admiration 10 
the beautiful Grandeur of a maſterly Performance 
in Architecture. And, perhaps, on a Sight of the 
ancient Sanctuary, ſhould have made the ſuper- 
ficial Obſervation of the Diſciples, ** What man- 
ner of Stones, and what Buildings, are here?“ 
----- But what a nobler Turn of Thought, and 
jufter Taſte of Things, does it diſcover, to join 
with Iſrael's King in celebrating the Condeſcen- 
fron of the Divine Inhabitant / That the High 
and Lofty One, who fills Immenſity with his 
Glory, ſhould, in a peculiar manner, fix his 
Abode there ! Should there manifeſt an extraor- 
dinary Degree of his benediQtive Preſence an 
mit ſinful Mortals to approach his Majeſty, and 
promiſe (? to make them joyful in his Houſe of 
« Prayer 1*— This ſhould more ſenſibly affect 


Godhead. — Nay, 7 he Heaven of Hendbens : Thoſe 
vaſtly higher Tracts, which lie far beyond the Limits 
of human Survey, to which our very Thoughts can 
hardly ſoar; even Theſe ( unbounded as they are) 
cannot afford an adequate Habitation for Fahovah y 
even Theſe dwindle into a Point, when com 
with the Infinitude of his Eſſence ; even Theſe “ are 
*« as nothing before him.” - How much Ieſi proportio- 
nate then is this poor diminutive 2 which 1 
have been erecting and —— to ſo ., url a 
2 ſo immenſe a Majeſty ?. 
2 Our 
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our Hearts, than the moſt curious e 
— — * oil 


9 Nav theevelbfilig Do domtivedifiain wo 
dwell in our 89112, by his Holy B8pirit, and to 
make even our Bodies his Temple. [Tell me, 
ye that frame critical Judgments; and balance 
nicely the Diſtinctions of Things, Is this moſt 
<« aſtoniſhing, or moſt rejoicing ? He humb leth 
the Things that ate in Henuei ! Tis a moſt con- 
deſcending Favour, if he pleaſes to tak tie leaſt 
approving Notice of Angels and Archangels, 
when they bow down in Homage from tlieir ce- 
leſtial Thrones : And yet will he graciouſly. re- 
gard, will he be intimateiy unitad to poor, pollu- 
ted, breathing Duſt ? - O unparallebd Ha- 
nour ! Invaluable Privilege ! Be This my Por- 
tion, and I ſhall not _—_ n. nor rae 
Conquerors: 


Bur let me * what a Sanktity of 
Diſpoſition, and Uprightneſs of Converſation, io 
exalted a Relation demands: Remember. this, 
© and rejoice with Trembling.“ ---- Durſt I 
commit any Iniquity, while I tread theſe hallow- 
ed Courts? Could the Fewiſh High-Prie/t allow 
himſelf in any known Tranſgreſſion, when he 
; B 4 made 
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made that yearly Entrance into the Holy of Ho- 
lies, and ſtood before the immediate Preſence of 
Zehovah ? No, truly. In ſuch Circumſtances, 
a thinking Perſon muſt ſhudder at the moſt re- 
mote Solicitation to any wilful Offence. I ſhould 
now be ſhocked at the leaſt Indecency of Beha- 
viour, and am apprehenſive of everyAppearance of 
Evil.---- And why do we not carry this holy Fea- 
buſy into all our ordinary Life? Why do we not, 
in every Place, * reverence ourſelves, as Perſons 
dedicated to the Divinity, as living Temples of 
the Godhead ?- For, if we are real, and not 
merely nominal Chriſtians, the Gop of Glory, 
according to his own Promiſe, + dwells in us, 
and walks in us. -- O] that this one Doctrine of 
our Religion might operate, with an abiding 
Efficacy, upon our Conſciences ! It would be 


aer d Hh, 90% o d 
Was the favourite Maxim of Pythagoras, and ſuppo- 
ſed to be the beſt moral Precept, that was ever given 
to the heathen World. With what ſuperior Force, 
and infinite Advantage, does the Argument take 
Place in the Chriſtian Scheme ! Where weare taught 
to regard ourſelves, not merely as intellectual Brings, 
that have Reaſon for our Monitor; but as conſecrated 
Creatures, who have a Gop of the moſt conſummate 
Perfection ever with us, ever in us. | 


+ 2 Cor. vi. 16. 


inſtead 
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inftead of a thouſand Laws to regulate our Con- 
duct, inſtead of a thouſand Motiues to quicken 
us in Holineſs. Under the Influence of ſuch a 
Conviction, we ſhould ſtudy to maintain a Puri- 
ty of Intention, a Dignity of Action, and to 
« walk worthy of HIM?” who has called us 
DU 


TRE next Thing that — cy x Attention 
was the Lettered Haar: The Pavement, ſome- 
what like Ezekiel's Roll, was written over from 
one End to the other. I ſoon perceived the Com- 
pariſon to hold good in another reſpect, and the 
Inſcriptions to be Matter of Mourning, La- 
« mentation, and Woe.” They ſeemed to court 
my Obſervation, and filently invite me to read 
them. And what would theſe dumb Monitors 
inform me of ? ---- Why, That, beneath their 
little Circumferences were depoſited ſuch and 
ſuch Pieces of Clay, that once lived, and moved, 
and talked : That they had received a Charge to 
preſerve their Names, and were the remaining 
Truſtees of their Memory. 

An! faid I, is ſuch my Situation? The ado- 
rable Creator around me, and the Bones of my 
Fellow-Creatures under me! Surely, then, I 
have great Reaſon to cry out with the revering 
Patriarch, How dreadful is this Place! Seriouſ- 

neſs 
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neſs and Devotion become this Houſe for ever. 
May I never enter it lightly or irtererently; but 
with a profound Awe, and godly Fear? 

"Oh! thus thiy wert wiſe'® ſuid the inſpired 
Penman. It was his laſt Wiſh for his dear Peo- 
ple: He breathed it out, and gave up the Ghoſt. 
---- But what is Wiſdom ? It conſiſts not in refi- 
ned Speculations, accurate Reſearches into Na- 
ture, or an univerſal Acquaintante with Hiſtory. 
The divine Lawgiver ſettles this important Point 
Int his next Aſpiration: Oh! that they nnderflord 
#his ! That they had right Apprehenſions of their 
ſpiritual Intereſts, and eternal Concerns! That 
they had Eyes to difcern, and Inclinations to 
purſue, the Things which belong to their Peace ! 
— But how hall they attain this valuable 
Knowlege ? I ſend them not, adds the illuſtri- 
ous Teacher, to turn over all the Volumes of 
Literature: They may much more expeditiouſly 
acquire this Science of Life, by conſidering their 
latter End. This Spark of Heaven is often loft 
urider the Glitter of pompous Erudition; but 
ſhines clearly in the gloomy Manſions of the 
Tomb. Drowned is this gentle Vhiſper, amidſt 
the Noiſe of mortal Affairs; but ſpeaks diſtinctly 
in the Retirements of ſerious Contemplation. ---- 
Behold ! How providentially I am brought ta 


* Deut. xxxii. 29. 
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the School of Wiſdom * ! The Grave is the moſt 
faithful + Maſter, and theſe Inftances of Morta- 
lity the moſt inſtructive Leſſons. Come then, 
calm Attention, arid compoſe my Thoughts; 
Come, thou celeſtial Spirit, and enlighten my 
Mind; that I may fo peruſe theſe rde 
as to become wiſe unto Salvation.“ 


EkAnt INING the Records of Mortality, 1 
found the Memorials of a & prom:ſcuous Mulrirude. 
They were huddled together, without any 
Diſtinction of Rank or Seniority. None were 
ambitious of the uppermoſt Rooms, or chief Seats, 
in this Houſe of Mourning. None lay in fond and 
eager Expectatiou of honourable Greetings, in 
their darkſome Cells. The Servant was Todped 
in the ſame Story with his Maſter. The Man 
of Years and Experience | Was paired with an In- 


* The Man how wiſe! who, ſick of gaudy Scenes, 

Is led by Choice, to take his favourite Walk 

Beneath Death's gloomy, ſilent, L es ; 
_ Unpierc'd by Vanity's fantaſtic, Ray: 

To read his Monuments, to weigh his Duſt, 

Viſit his Vaults, and dwell among the Tombs. 


| _ Night _ 
+ Waitthe great Teacher, Death. Pope. 


4 Mi Ha Senum ac Juvenum denſantur Funera. Hor. 
f. ant 


n 
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fant of Days. He who was reputed as an Oracle 
in his Generation, Dept at the Feet of a Babe. 
Way. then, ſaid my working Thoughts, oh ! 
why, ſhould we raiſe ſuch a mighty Stir about 
Superiarit y and Precedence, when, the next Re- 
move will reduce us all to a State of equal Mean- 
neſs? Why ſhould we exalt ourſelves, or debaſe 
others, fince we muſt all one Day be upon a 
common Level, and blended together in the fame 
undiſtinguiſhed, Duft ? Ob! that this Conſidera- 
tion might humble my on, and others Pride; 
and ſink our Inaginaliens: as low, as Our ner 
Tian will ſhortly be! | 


AMoNG theſe e K lics of Humani- 
ty there are, without Lale Perſons of contta- 

rp Intereſts, and contradifting Sentiments : But 
Bath, like. ſome able Days-man,, has laid; his 
Hand on the contending Parties, and brought all 
their Differences to an “ amicable Concluſion, 
Here Enemies, ſworn Enemies, dwell together 
in Unity. They drop every imbittered Thought, 
and forget that they once were Foes. Perhaps 
their crumbling Bones mix a as they moulder; and 


„V Motus Animorum, atque hæc Certamina tanta 
Pulveris exigus Jactu compreſſa quieſcent. |, 
Virg. 
thoſe 
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thoſe who, while they lived, ſtood aloof in irre- 
concileable Variance, here ll into mutual Em- 
braces, and even incorporate with each 6ther in 
the Grave. ---- Oh! that we might learn from 
theſe friendly Aſhes, not to perpetuate the Memo- 
ry of Injuries, not to foment the Fever of Reſent- 
ment, nor cheriſh the Turbulence of Paſſn ; that 
there may be as little Animoſity and Dilagtce- 
ment in the Land of the Living, as there is in the 
Congregation of the Dead ! ---- But I ſuſpend for 
a while ſuch general Obſervations, and addreſs 
myſelf to a more particular Inquiry. 
Your ER white Stone, Emblem of the 10 
cence it covers, informs the Beholder of one, who 
breathed out its tender Soul, almoſt in the Inſtant 


of receiving it. - There the peaceful Infant, 
without ſo much as knowing what Labour and 


Vexation mean, lies ſtill and is quiet; it 
* ſleeps and i is at Reſt.” Staying only to walli 


away its native Impurity in the Laver of Regene 
ration, it bid a ſpeedy Adieu to Time and ter- 


reſtrial Things. ---- What did the little haſty So- 
journer find ſo forbidding and diſguſtful in our 
upper World, to occaſion. its precipitant Exit? 
'Tis | OD indeed, of its, ſuffering Savious, 


FA ob ii, 1 
1 „ that 
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that 2 had taſted the Vinegar mingled 
with Gall, He would not drink“: And did our 
new-come Stranger begin to /p the Cup of Life, 
but, perceiving the B:tterneſs, turn away its Head, 
and refuſe the Draught? Was this the Cauſe, 
why the. wary Babe only open'd its Eyes, Juſt 
looked on the Light, and then withdrew into 
the more inviting Regions of undifturb'd Repoſe ? 
Ol! fortunate Voyager, that waſt no ſooner 
launched, than arrived at the Haven ! ---- But 
more happy they, who have paſſed the Waves, 
and weathered all the Storms, of a troubleſome 
and dangerous World; who, „ thro many 
Tribulations, <* have entered into the Kingdom 
of Heaven; and thereby brought Honour to their 
Divine Convoy, adminiſtered Comfort to the 
Companions of their Toil, and left an inſtructive 
Example to ſucceeding Pilgtims. 
O! happy Probationer * without being 
exarciſed! It was thy peculiar Privilege not to 
feel. the ſlighteſt of thoſe Evils which aMi& thy 


® Matth. at. 34. 


- + Happy the Babe, who, pri privileg'd by Fate 

To ſhorter Labour, and a lighter Weight, 0 
Receiv'd but Yeſterday the Gift of Breath, | 

Order'd To-morrow to return to Death. 

Prior”s Sol. 


ſurviving 
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ſurviving Kinered.z which frequently fetch 
Groaps from the moſt manly Fortitudo, ot maſt 
elevated Faith. The Arrows ef Calamity, barbs 
ed with Anguiſh, are often planted deep in our 
choiceſt Comforts, The fiery Darts of Tamp+ 
tation, ſhot from the Hand of Hell, are always 
flying in Showers around our Integrity. To 
thee, ſweet Babe, both theſe Diſtreſſes and Dans 
gers were alike unknown. 

ConsIDE 8 this, ye maur ning Parents and 
dry up your Tears. Why ſhould you lament, 
that your Little - ones are crown'd with Vi 
before the Sword was dravvn, or the Conflict be- 
gun? At the fame time, let Swrvivers, doomed 
to bear the Heat and \Bargen of the Days: refleQ, 
for their Encouragement, That it is more hongur- 
able to have enter d the Liſts, and to have fought 
the good Fight, before they come off Conquerors. 
Theſe, having glorified their Redeemer on Barth, 
will, probably, be as Stars of the firſt Magnitude 
in Heaven. They will ſhine with brigbter Beams, 
be repleniſhed with ſtronger Joys, in * 
Eokp's n. Kingdom. 


Here che Grief of a fond. Mather, and. 
the blaſted Expectations of an indulgent Father. 
------ The Youth grew up, like a well-watexed- 
Plant; he ſhot deep, roſe high, and bid fair for 

Manhood: 
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Manhood: But juſt as the Cedar began to tower, 
and promiſed ere long to be the Pride of the 

Woad, and Prince among the neighbouring Trees; 
---- behold! The Ax is laid unto the Root; the 
fatal Blow ſtruck ; and all its branching Honours 
tumbled to the Duſt. ---- And did he fall alone ? 
O! no: The Hopes of his Father that begat 
him, and the pleaſing Proſpects of her that bare 

him, fell, and were cruſhed together with him. 
 DovuBTLEss, it would have pierced one's 
Heart, to have beheld the tender Parents follow- 
ing the breathleſs Boy to his long Home: Per- 
haps, drowned in Tears, and all overwhelmed 
with Sorrows, they ſtood, like weeping Statues, 
on this very Spot.---- Methinks, I ſee the deeply- 
diſtreſſed Mourners attending the ſad Solemnity : . 
How they wring their Hands, and pour Floods 
from their Eyes ! Is it Fancy! or do I really 
hear the paſſionate Mother, in an Agony of Af- 
fliction, taking her final Leave of the Darling of 
her Soul? Dumb ſhe remained while the awfu/ 
Obſequies were. performing; dumb with Grief, 
and leaning upon the Partner of her Woes. But 

now the inward Anguiſh ſtruggles for Vent; it 
| grows too big to be repreſſed; She advances to 
the Brink of the Grave. All her Soul is in her 
Eyes. She faſtens one more Look upon the dear 
doleful Object, before the Pit ſnuts its Mouth 
upon 
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upon him. And as ſhe looks, ſhe cries; --— in 
broken Accents, interrupted by many a 1 
Sob, ſhe cries, * Farewel, my Son! my Son! 
e my only Beloved ! ---- Would to Go I had 
e died for thee! ---- Farewel, my Child! and 
«/ farewel, all my earthly Happineſs ! ---- T ſhall 
© never more ſee Good in the Land of the Liv- 
c ing. Attempt not to comfort me.----'I will 
„go mourning all my Days, till my grey Hairs 
come down with Sorrow to the Grave.“ 
Fo this affecting Repreſentation, let Pa- 
rents be convinced, how highly it concerns them 
to cultivate the Morals, and ſecure the immortal 
Interefts of their Children.---If you really love the 
Offspring of your dyn Bodies; if your Bowels 
yearn over thoſe amiable Pledges of conjugal En- 
dearment; O] ſpare no Pains; give all Diligence, 
I intreat you, to bring them up in the Nurture 
and Admonition-of the LORD.“ Then may 
you have Joy in their Life, or Conſolation in 
their Death. If their Span is prolong d, their 
unblameable and uſeful Conduct will be the Staff 
of your Age, and à Balm for declining Nature. 
Or, if the Number of their Years be cut off in 
the miaſt, you may commit their Remains to the 
Duſt, with much the ſame comfortable ExpeCta- 
tions, and with infinitely more exalted Views, 


than 7 fend the Survivors to Places of gentee! 
* = Educa 
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Education. You may commit them to the 
Ground, with chearing Hopes of receiving them 


again to your Arms, inexpreſſibly improved in 


every noble and endearing Accompliſhment. 
Tis certainly a ſevere Trial, and much more 
afflictive than I am able to imagine, to reſign a 
lovely blooming Creature, ſprung from your own 
Loins, to the gloomy Receſſes of Corruption; 
after having been long dandled upon your Kneesy 
united to your Affectiom by a thouſand Ties of 
Tenderneſs, and now become hoth © the Delight 
© of your Eyes,” and Support of your Family: 
To have ſuch a one torn from your Boſom, and 
thrown into Darkneſs, doubtleſs, it muſt be like 
a Dagger in your Hearts. But O] how much 
more cutting to. you, and .canfqunding to the 
Child, to have the Soul ſeparated from Gopy 
and for ſhameful Ignorance, or early Impiety, con- 
ſigned over to Places af eternal Torment | How 
would it aggravate your Diſtreſs, and add a 
diſtracting Emphaſis to all your Sighs, if you 
ſhould follow y the pale Corpſe with ſuch bitter 
Reflections ! = ** This dear Creature, though 
cc long ago capable of knowing Good from Evil, 
ce js gone out of the World, before it had learned 
« the great Deſign of coming into it. A ſhort- 
lived momentary Exiſtence it received from 
me; but no good Inſtructions, no holy Admos 
. 9 
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ce nitions; nothing to further its Well-being in 
« that everlaſting State, upon which it is now 
2. The poor Bedy is conſigned to the 
“ Coffin, and carried out tp conſume. away in 
<« the cold and ſilent Grave. And whatReaſon 
« have I to ſuppoſe, that the precious Soul is in a 
& better Condition? May I not juſtly fear, that, 
t ſentenced by the righteous Judge, it is going, 
cc or gone away, into the Pains of endleſs Pu- 
„ niſhment? . Perhaps, while I am pexvgiling 
« its untimely-Departure, it may, be cxrfongy; in 
« outer Darkneſs, that ever tp be deplored, that 
«© moſt calamitous Day, when it was born of 
e ſueha careleſs ungodly Parent as I have been.” - 
Nor nino, I think, but the Gnawings of 
that Worm which never dies, can equal che An- 
1 The 
of a Rack muſt be an eaſy Suffering, 
compared with the Stings and Horror of ſuch a 
Remor, e that as 
many as are intruſted with 41 of 
theſe intoleraþle Scourges of Conſ- „dy en- 
deavouring to conduct their Minds into an 1 
Taf. of Chriſt, and à cordial Love of his 
ruth 


> — 
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ON this Hand is lodged one, whoſe Sepulchral 
Stone tells a molt pitiable Tale indeed! Well 
may the little Images, reclimd over the fleeping 
Aſhes; hang down their Heads with that penfive 
Air!” Nor can \ conſider ſo mournful 2 Story 
without feeling ſome Touches of iy ympathizin 
Concern. His *. Twenty-eight; his Pay 
fldden ; himſelf cut down in the Prime of Life, 
amidft all the Vivacity and Vigour of Manhood, 
« while his Breafts' wefe ful of Milk, and his 
Bones moĩſtened with Martow:” Probably, 
he entertained no Apprekenfions of the evil Hour : 
And" indeed; who could have fuſpected, that ſo 
bright : a Sun ſhould go down zt Noon? To hu- 
man Appearance his Ha Todd ffong Lengt th 
of wood ſeem'd written in his ſanguine Counte- 
Hs ſolaced himſelf with the Proſpect of. a 
— herz Se bear SkeifitHons When, 
lo! an unexpected Stroke deſcends desends 
from that mighty Arm, which" cc overturnethi che 
« Mountains by the Roots, and cruſhes” 

7 e Nee * before the Meth * as quickl | 
and more eaſily, than our En. en ſuch a a 


feeble Auttering | Infe& | t to Death 5 Ps 0 
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®* Tob iv. 19. wy- D — inſtar, 7 modung 
Tinee. — I retain this Interpretation, both as it is 


moſt ſuitable to my Purpoſe, and as it is PRE 
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"PERM A Ps, the r Joi were ar ke 
thought on. Were not ſuch the Breathings of 
his enamoured Soul? Vet a very little while, 
« and 1 ſhall polleſs the utmoſt of my Wilkes: 
„% I hall call my Charmer mine; and, f in her; 
«enjoy whatever my Heart can *crave: I 
the midſt of ſuch incharting Views, had ford 
faithful Friend but foft ly reminded him "of the 
opening Grave, and'the End of all Things, how 
unſeaſorable would he hive reUtoned the” Adriio: 
Altion, and how impertinent the Perſo that ad 
miniſtered it H yet, though” all warm Wich Lic; 
and rich in viſionary Bliß, lie was eveñ then tot! 
rering droge of both. - O! dren 


ert M TT ines Miget 


Degree of _ 
le Finer of the feebleſt 


22 MzottArlions 
Viciflitude ! to have the bridal * Feſtivity turned 
into the funeral Solemgity. Ol deplorable Misfor- 
tune! to be ſhipwrecked even in the Haven! and 
in Sight of Happineſs | L What a memo- 
rable Proof is here of the -Frailty of Man, in his 
34% Eftate / Look, O, look on this Monument, 
ye Gay and Careleſs! Attend to this Date; and 
| no more of To- morrow ] 
Wno can tell, but the i girded 
with Gladneſs, had prepared che Marriage-Bed ? 
Had decked it with the richeſt Covers, and dreſ- 
fed it in Pillows of Down? When · Oh! truſt 
not in Youth, or Strength, or i in any Thing mor- 
tal; for there, is nothing certain, nothing to be 


depended on, beneath the unchangeable Gon 
Death, relentleſs Death, is making him another 


e Unto 


e e No ons OE; 
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Plan? — or 
Terps indignius Jam nee erat 
fans fu, Nuptiarum Dies; jam nor th 57h 
Godin quo Mirrors mutatum ft Non . er- 
ine Verbis, quantum Valus ae * 
audi ui Fundanum ipſim 72 mults 2 Doh 
invent præcipientem, quad in V, Se 
Gemmas Fuerat erogaturas, hot * faul, & 
ta, & Odores inpenderetur. { 


UTC 


Plin, Lib. . gat. i6. 
this 
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this he muſt be conveyed, not with a ſplendid 
Proceſſion of joyous Attendants, but ſtretehed in 
the gloomy Hearſe, and followed by a Train of 
Mourners. On this he muſt take up @ lonely 
Lodging, nor ever be releaſed, ** till the Hea- 
& vens are no more.” L In vain does the con» 
fenting Fair-one put on her Ornaments, and ex- 
pect her Spouſe. Did ſhe not, like Siſera's Mo. 
ther, look out of the Lattice; chide the Delays 
of her Beloved; and wonder: why his Chariot 
te was ſo long in coming?” Little thinking; that 
the intended Brjdegroom had for ever done with 
tranſitory Things! That now everlaſting Cares | 
employ, his Mind, without one ſingle Remem 
brance of his lovely Lucinda — Go, diſappoin- 
ted. Virgin !- go mourn the Uncertainty of all ære- 
ated Bliſs! Teach thy Soul to aſpire after a ſure 
and immutable Felicity ! For the once gay and 
gallant Fidelio-fleeps in other Embraces; even in 
the ĩcy Arms of Death! Forgetful F, ſor: 
peel, of the Warld ---- and theo, 


PX 


Hirn 1rd one is tempted to exclaim ay 
the King F Terrors, and call him 2 
eruel. He ſeems, by beginning at the wrong End 
of the Regiſter,” to have inverted the Laws of 
Nature. Paſling over the Couch of decrepit Age, 
** nipped fan in its Bud; ny Youth 
4 in 
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in its Bloom; and torn up Manbocd in its full 
Maturity. ---- Terrible indeed are theſe e ev 
ces, yet not unſearchable the Counſels. 8 


For us they. ſicten, and fer us they die v. 


S ven Strokes muſt not only grieve the Re- 
latives, but ſurpriſe the whole Neighbourhood, 
They ſound a powerful Alarm to heedleſs dream- 
ing Mortals, and are intended as a Remedy for our 
Carnal Security. Such Paſſing-Bells inculcate 
loudly our Loxp's Admonition; Take ye 
« heed, watch, and pray: for ye know not 
4 when the Time is.” ---- We nod, like intoxi- 
cated Creatures, upon the very 2 of a tre- 
mendous Precipice. Theſe aſtoniſhing Diſpenſa- 
tions are the kind Meſſengers of Heaven, to rouſe 
us from our Supineneſs, and quicken us into time- 
ly Circumſpection. I need not, ſurely, accom- 
modate them with Language, nor act as their 
Interpreter. Let every  ane's Conſcience be 
awake, and this will appear their awful Mean-, 
ing ---- O! ye Sons of Men, in the Midſt of 
« Life you are in Death. No State, no Circum- 
40 ſtances, can aſcertain your Preſervation a ſingle. 
Moment. 80 frrong i is the Tyrant's s Arm, that 
« nothing, can reſiſt its Force; ſo unerring his, 
10 Am. that nothing can clude the Blow : Sud- 

den 
. Night Thoughts, N | | 
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6 aA Lishening ſometimen i his Nr 
4 launched, and wWohmds andi the Tv 
0 kling of. an Tyr. Never promiſe yourſeline 
Safety in any Expedient, but conſtant Pre 
«« paration. The fatal Shaſis fly fo. promuſcus - 
« ouſly, that none can gueſs the next Victim: Ut 
<<. Therefore, he yo: akoays: uad; For in ſuch an 
"7 : Hour 45 „. woe e final 9 
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Ne aner — Bam one eee of my 
own, and Memorial of another's Decea ſe, but 4 
ſecopd,- third, a long Suecęſſion of theſe me 
lancholy Monitors croud upon my Sight .. 
That which has fred my Obſervation, ig one of 
a more grave and | {able Aſpect chan the former, 
I ſuppoſe, it preſerves the Relics of a more aged 
Perſon. One would conjecture, that he made 
ſomewhat of 2 Figure in his Station among the 
Living, a his Monument does, among; the Funes: 
rel Marbles. . Let me draw near, and inquire of 


— 


the hone, * Wbo or what is beneath its Surface: 


I am informed, He was once the Owner of 


a : conliderable Eſtate; which, was much improved. 
by his own Application and Management: 
he left the World in che 5 5 Period of Life, 24. 
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bly, replied my. muſimig Mind, one. of — 
edefatigabls Drudge, who rife. carly, late talee 
Reft, and cat the Bread of Carefulneſs, not to 
ſecure the Loving: kindneſs of the Lo D; not to 
make Provifion for any neafonable: Næceſſity; but 
only to ani together: ten thouſand times more 
than they can poſſibly: uſe. Did he not lay 
Schemes for inlarging his Fortune, and apgrari- 
dizing his Family ? Did he not purpoſe to join 
Field to Field, and add Houſe to Houſe, till his 
Poſſeſſions were almoſt as vaſt as his Deſires ? 


That then he would * ſit down, and enjoy what 


he had acquired; breathe a while from his toi. 


ſome Purſuit of Things temporal, dy been 
think a little of Things eternal. _ YR 


Bo r fee the Folly of worldly Wiſdom ! How 


filly, how childiſh, is the Sagacity of (what is 
ealled) manly and-maſterly Prudence, when it con- 
trives more folicitoufly for Time, then it provitles 
for Eternity! How ſtrangely infatuated are thoſe 
ſubtit Heads, ' that weary themſelves in eoticerting 
Meaſures for Shadows of a Day, and" ſcarce 
_ # Thought on everlaſting Realities * 


85 Aae mente laborem 3 
8005 15555 fenes ut i otia tuta recedant, 
Atant, cum febi * cong eſta cibaria. Hor. 


Wuen 
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patent pros md er Aber 
for Execution; and the Jong-expeRted Criſis of 
Enjoyment ſeems to approach ; behold I Gon 
from on high laughs at the Babel- builder; Death 
touches the labour'd Bubble, and. immediately it 
breaks. The Cobweb, moſt finely ſpun indeed; 
but more eaſily diſlodged, is ſwept away in an 
Inſtant; and all the abortive Projects are buried 
in the ſame Grave with their Projector. So true 
is that Verdict, which the Wiſdom from above 
paſſes on theſe, ſucceſsful Unfortunates : © They 
« walk 3: ya Shadow, and Aut themſelves 
« in vain &.“ 

SrrAx, ye, that attended 2 
laſt Minutes; ye, that | heard his 2xpiring Senti> 
ments ; did he not cry out, in the Language of 
diſappointed Senſuality, O Death ! How bitter 
is the Remembrance of thee, to a Man that 
Dre 
« S$atisfaQions, and exerciſed no Concern for the 
« never-ending Hereafter “ Where, alas! is the 
« Profit, where the Comfort, of entering deep 
« into the Knowlege, and of being dextrous in 
« the Diſpatch, of earthly Affairs, fince I have, 
« all the while, neglected the one Thing needful ? 
* O deſtrutive Miſtake ! I have been attentive 

8 8 t to 
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*:1to every inferior Intereſt, I habe laid myſelt 
out on the Trifles of a Moment; but have diſ- 
©, regarded \Heaven, have forgot eternal Ages !* 
May the Children of this World be warned. by 
the dying Words of an unhappy Brother, and ga- 
ther Advantage from his Misfortune- Why 
ſhould they pant with impatient Ardor after 
White and Yellow Earth, as if the Univerſe did 
not afford ſufficient for every one to take a little? 
Why ſhould they lade themſelves with thick Clay, 
when they are torun for an incorruptible Crown, 
and preſs towards the Prize of their high Call- 
% ing! Why ſhould hey over load the Veſſel, 
in which their everlaſting All is embarked; or. fill 
their Arms with Super fluities, hen they are to 


ſwim for their Lives ?' Yet, ſo prepoſterous is 
the Conduct of thoſe Perſons, who are all In- 


duftry, to heap up an Abundance of the Wealth 
which periſheth; but are ſcarce fo much as faint- 
ly deftros of being rich towards Goo. 
Ol that we may walk from henceforth througli 

A theſe: glittering Toys, at leaſt with a wiſe In- 
difference,” if not with a ſuperior Diſdain / Having 
enough for the Conveniencies of Life, let us only 
accommodate our ſelves with Things below, and lay 
#þ dur Treaſures: in the Regions above. 
Whereas, if we indulge an arxious- Concern, or 
laviſh an znordinate Care, on any tranſitory Poſ- 
* ſeſſions, 
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ſeſſions, we ſhall rivet them to our Affections 
with ſo firm an Union, that the utmoſt Sevenity 
of Pain muſt attend ther ſeparating Stroke. By 
fuch an eager Attachment towhat will certainly be 
raviſhed from us ve hall only inſure c ourſelves: 
accumulated Anguiſb againſt the agonizins Hour: 
We ſhall AN eee 1 _—_ with: 


© . 9 63 
l 23 


28 fin 2 * Die): M W. 

-Soke E, Mes abvideiſ.at Throeſcarei Nur 
and ten, before they made their Exit; nay; ſome 
few reſigned not their Breath, till they had num- 
beret” Pour ſcore revolving Harveſts. - Theſe, I 
would hope, remembred their Creator in the 
% Days of their Vouth; before their Strength 
became Labour and Sorrow; before that low Ebb: 
of languiſſiing Nature, when they had too much! 
Reaſon to ſay. : Wen have neither Pleaſure nor 
e Vigour left. If their Lamps were unfurniſhed, 
with Oil, how unfit muſt. they be, in ſuch decre- 
pit Circumſtances, to go to the Market, and buy? 
For, beſides a Variety of Diſorders, ariſing from, 
the enfeebled Conflityron, their Corruption. muſt 


4 47- ,71 Wr 


_ Iago Bank; 2 7 ou e td the Heart 

| A broken Reed at beſt, but oft a Spear; | 
On; its ſharp Point Peace bleeds, and | Hope expires, 
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be ſurpriſingly ſtrengthened by ſuch a long Courſe 
of Irreligion. Evil Habits muſt have ffruci the 
deepeſt Root, muſt have :twifted theinſelves with 
every Fibre of the Heart; and be as thoroughly 
ingrained in the Diſpoſition, as the Soot in the 
Ethiopian's Complexion, or the Spots in the Leo- 
pard's Skin. If ſuch a one, under ſuch Diſadvan- 
tages, ſurmounts all the Difficulties that lie in his 
Way to Glory, it muſt be a great and mighty 
Salvation indeed. If ſuch a one eſcapes Deſtruc- 
tion, and is faved at the laſt, it muſt, 2 
all peradventure, be ſo as by Fire“. 
Tuts is che Seaſon "that Hands, in vel of 
Comfart, and is very improper to enter upon the 
Confiift. The Huſbandman ſhould now be put- 
ting in his Sickle, or eating the Fruit of his La- 
bours; not beginning to break up the Ground, or 
ſcatter the Seed. ---- Nothing, tis true, is impoſſi- 
ble with Gop: He faid, Let there be Light, ant 
here was Light: Inſtantaneous Light, diffuſed, as 
quick as Thought, through all the diſmal Domi- 
nion of primeval Darkneſs. At his Command, a 
Leproſy of the longeſt Continuance, and utmoſt 
Inveteracy, departs in a Moment. He can, in the 
Greatneſs of his Strength, quicken the Wretch, 
that has lain dead in Treſpaſſes and Sins, not faur 
Days only, but four ſore Trars. - Yet truſt not, 
O truſt 


* 1 Cor, iii. 15, 
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O truſt not, a Point of ſuch inexpreſſible Impor- 
tance, to ſo dreadful an Uncertainty. ., (Ga damay 
ſuſpend his Power ; may withdraw his. Help; 
may ſwear in his Wrath, that ſuch Abuſess of his 
Long-ſuffering ſhall © never .erger into hisReft,”>: 
Vn therefore, that are vigorous in Health, and 
blooming in Yauth, improve the precious Oppor+ 
tunity; - Improve your golden Hours to the no- 
dleſſ of all Purpoſes. -: Stand not, all the Fri 
of your. Day, idle; but mae Hufte, and delay 
nor the Time, to keep God's Commandments; 
While you are loitering ina gay Inſenſibility, Death 
may be bending his BoM, and marking you out 
for ſpeedy Victims. Not long ago happened 
to 'fpy a thoughtleG 7ay.,; he poor Bird, was 
idly bufed in dreffing his pretty Plumes,, or hop+ 
ping careleſly from Spray to Spray. A Sportſman 
coming by, obſerves..the frathered Rover. Im- 
mediately he lifts the Tube, and levels his Blow, 
n flies the leaden Death ; 
and, in a; Moment, lays the filly, Creatures 
breathleſs on the Ground. -- Such, c. maſt 
be the Fate of the Man, that has a fair Occaſion 
of obtaining, Grave, To-dayz and Wastanly gf 
pones the Improvement. of it till Tomorrow! 
He may be cut off in. the midft of his Folly, and 
r 
wiſe ur. 
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oe no Jobs's 0 Wi" Bike be Re 
treat, full , Pirty;” and "Falll of "Day? ; 4 8 a 
10 Sek of Corn, ripe with Age; and laden with 
Plenty, ebmetlłr in] in h Salbe „Theſe 
were Children of Light, and wiſe in their Gene- 


ration; wiſe towards Gop; wiſe for their moſt 


important Concerns; and wiſe for that bliſsful 
Eternity, they no. inherit. Nich alſo they 
were, more honourably : and permanently rich, 
than all the Votaries 6f Mammon. The 
Wealth oſ the One has made itſelf Wings, and is 
irrecoverably gone; while the wretched Acqui- 
rers are tranſmitted to that Place of Penury: arid 
Pain, Where not ſo much as oe Drop 'of Water 
zonlowed to cool their feorched en 
a the Stores of the then ſtill abide with "Wea 
will never- depart from them; but make- them 
glad for Ever and Ever in the City of their G 0D. 
Their Treaſures were ſuch,” as no created Power 
could rate away ;- ſuch as none but infinite ore 
fleence can heftet; and (On f comfortable to 


; eonfider! ): fuchs I, and every indigent tips 


Sinner, mayobtain; Treafurts of heavenly Know 
lege, and ſaving Faith; Treaſures of ag 


Blood, and imputed Righteouſneſs, 
— 20 bo 1 11 T * = \ $71 Jiy 
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HERE * lie their Bodies in quiet Refling- 
places. Here they have thrown off every Burthen, 
and 


* Some, I know, are offended at our burying 
Corpſes within the Church, and exclaim againſt it as a 
very great Impropriety and Indecency: But this, T ima- 
gine, proceeds from an exceſſive and miffaken Delica- 

Let proper Care be taken to ſecure from Injury 
the Foundations of the Building, and to prevent the 
Exhalation of any noxious Efiluvia, from the putrefy- 
ing Fleſh ; and I cannot diſcover any Inconveniencies 
attending this Practice. | Ge EE 

TRE Notion, that noiſome Carcaſes (as they are 
called) are very unbecoming a Place conſecrated to 
religious Purpoſes, ſeems to be founded on an antigua- 
ted Fewwiſh Canon: Whereby it was declared, that a 
dead Body imparted Defilement to the Perſon, who 
touched it; and polluted the Spot, where it was lodged. 
On which Account, the Fewws were {crapulouſly care- 
ful to have their Sepulchres built at a Diſtance from 
their Houſes ; 'and made it a' Point of Conſcience not - 
to ſuffer any Cemeteries to ſubſiſt in the City. But 
as this was a Rite purely ceremonial, it ſeems to be in- 
tirely ſuperſeded by the Go/pel Diſpenſation. 

IJoAN No r forbear thinking, that, under the Chri- 
ſtian Oeconomy, there is a Propriety and Uſefulneſs in 
the Cuſtom. —— Uſefulneſs, becaufe it muſt render 
our ſolemn Aſſemblies more venerable and awful. For 
when we walk over the Duſt of our Friends, or kneel 
upon the Aſhes of our Relations, this awakening Cir- 
cumſtance mult ſtrike a lively Impreiſion of our own 
Mortality. And what Conſideration can be more 
effectual, to make us ſerious and attentive in Hearing, 
earneſt and importunate in Praying ? As for the 
| oll D Fitneſs 
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and are eſcaped from every Snare. The Head 


ach's no more; the Eye forgets to weep ; the 
Fleſh 


Fitneſi of the Uſage, it ſeems perfectly ſuitable to the 
Deſign of thoſe ſacred Edifices. They are ſet apart 
for G o p; not only to receive his Worſhipers, but to 
preſerve the Furniture for hol y Miniſtrations, and what 
is in a peculiar Manner appropriated to the Divine Ma- 
jeſty. And are not the Bodies of the Saints the Al- 
mighty's Property? Were they not once the Objects of 
his tender Love, and ſtill the Subjects of his ſpecial 
Care? Has He not given Commandment concerning 
the Bones of his Elect, and charged the Ocean, and 
injoincd the Grave, to keep them till t Day ? Are 
they not precious in his Eſteem? So precious, that 
when Mountains bright with Gems, or rich with Mines, 
are abandoned to the devouring Flames; Theſe ſhall be 
reſcued from the fiery Ruin; "Theſe ſhall be tranſlated 
into JEHoOVAHN's Kingdom ; and, conjointly with 
the Soul, made © his Jewels,” made © his peculiar 
«© 'Treaſure;” made to ſhine as the Brightneſs of the 
Firmament, and as the Stars for Ever and Ever. 

Is not CHRISHTH the LORD of our Bodies? Are 
they not bought with a Price ? Bought, not with corrup- 
tible Things, Silver and Gold, but, with his Divine 
Blood. And if the bleſſed ES us purchaſed the Re- 
demption of our Bodies at ſo infinitely dear a rate, can 
it enter into our Hearts to conceive, that he ſhould diſ- 
like to have them repoſed under his own Habitation ? 

Once more; Are not the Bodies of the- faithful 
Temples of the Holy Ghoſt? And is there not, upon this 
Suppoſition, an apparent Propriety, rather than the 
leaft Indecorum, in remitting theſe Temples of Fleſh to 
the * made with Hands? They are Veſſels of 

Honour, 
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Fleſh is no longer racked with acute, nor pines 
away under lingering, Diſtempers. Here they 
find a final Releaſe from Pain, and an everlaſting 
Diſcharge from Sorrows. Here Danger never 
threatens them with her terrifying Alarms; but 
Tranquillity ſoftens their Couch, and Safety 
guards their Repoſe. ---- Reſt then, ye precious 
| Relics, within this hoſpitable Gloom; reſt in gen- 
tle Slumbers, till the laſt Trumpet ſhall give the 
welcome Signal, and found aloud through all 
your ſilent Manſions, <* Ariſe ; ſhine ; for your 
Light is come, and the Glory of the Lo RD 
ce js riſen upon You *.“ 


Honour, Inſtruments of Righteoaſneſs, and, even 
when broken by Death, like the Fragments of a gol- 
den Bowl, are valuable; are worthy to be laid up in 
the ſafeſt, moſt honourable Repoſitories. 

UyroN the Whole; ſince the LORD Jes vs has 
purchaſed them at the Expence of his Blood, and 
the bleſſed Spirit has honoured them with his in-dwel- 
ling Preſence; fince they are right dear in the Sight of 
the adorable Trinity, and undoubted Heirs of a glori- 
ous Immortality; Why ſhould it be thought a Thing 
improper, to admit them to a tranſient Reſt in their 
Heavenly Father's Houſe? Why may they not lie 
down and ſleep in the outer Courts, fince they are ſoon 
to be introduced into the inme/t Ma n ſions of everlaſting 
Honour and Joy ? 


* Ifai, Ix, 1. 
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To theſe how calm was the Evening of Life ! 
In what a ſmiling Serenity did their Sun go down! 


When their Fleſh and their Heart failed, how 


reviving was the Remembrance of an All-ſufh- 
cient Redeemer ; once dying for their Sins, now 
riſen again for their Juſtification | How chearing 
the well-grounded Hope of Pardon for their 
Tranſgreſſions, and Peace with Go p, through 


Jesus CHRIS our LORD! How did this 


aſſuage the Agonies, and ſweeten the Bitterneſs 
of Death? ---- Where now is Health, with all 
her golden Mountains? Where is Honour, with 
her proud Trophies of Renown ? Where are all 
the vain Pemps of a deluded World? Can they 
adminiſter any Support in this laſt Extremity ? 
Can they compole the affrighted Thoughts, or 
buoy up the departing Soul amidſt all the Pangs 
of Diſſolution ? - The Followers of the Lamb 
ſeem pleaſed and triumphantevenat their laſt Gaſp, 
« God's everlaſting Arms are underneath * ?? 
their fainting Heads. His Spirit whiſpers Peace 
and Conſolation to their Conſciences. In the 
Strength of theſe heavenly Succours, they quit 
the Field of Battle, not Captives, but Conguerors; 
with Hopes full of Immortality.“ 


Deut. xxxiii. 27. 


AND 
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Ap now they are gone. The Struggles of 
reluctant Nature are over. The Body ſleeps in 
Death; the Soul launches into the 1nvi/ible State. 
---- But who can imagine the delightful Surprize, 
when they find themſelves ſurrounded by guar- 
dian Angels, inſtead of weeping Friends? How 
ſecurely do they wing their Way, and paſs 
through unknown Worlds, under the Conduct 
of theſe celeſtial Guides ! ---- The Vale of Tears 
is quite loſt. Farewel, for Ever, the Realms of 
Woe, and Range of malignant Beings ! They 
arrive on the Frontiers of inexpreſſible Felicity. 
They © are come to the City of the Living Gon: 
While a Voice, ſweeter than Muſic in her ſofteſt 
Strains, ſweet as the Harmony of hymning Sera- 
phim, congratulates their Arrival, and beſpeaks 
their Admiſſion : Lift up your Heads, O ye 
«© Gates; and be ye lift up, ye everlaſting 
« Doors; that the Heirs of Glory may enter 
OI Rag 

HERE, then, let us leave © the Spirits and 
& Souls of the Righteous ;”” eſcaped from an en- 
tangling Wilderneſs, and received into a Paradiſe 
of Delights ! eſcaped from the Territories of Diſ- 
quietude, and ſettled in Regions of unmoleſted 
Security! Here they fit down with Abraham, 
Iſaac, and Jacob, in the Kingdom of their Fa- 
ther. Here they mingle with an innumerable 
| D 3 Company 
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Company of Angels, and rejoice around 
Throne of the Lamb ; rejoice in the Fruition of 
preſent Felicity, and in the aſſured Expectation of 
an inconceivable Addition to their Bliſs ; when 
6 Gop ſhall call the Heavens from above, and 
& the Earth, that he may judge his People.”---- 

«© FooLs accounted their Life Madneſs, and 
cc their End to be without Honour: But how 
are they numbered among the Children of 
cc Gop, and their Lot, their diſtinguiſhed 
« and eternal Lot, is among the Saints * }” 
However, then, an wndi/cerning World may 
deſpiſe, and a profane World wilify, the truly 
Religious; be this the invariable Deſire of my 
Heart! Let me live the Life, and die the 
Death, of the Righteous. Oh! let my latter 
« End, and future State, be like theirs !”? 


WHAT Figure is That, which ſtrikes my 
Eye, from an eminent Part of the Wall? It is 
not only in a more elevated Situation than the 
reſt, but carries a more ſplendid and ſumptuous 
Air than ordinary. Swords and Spears, mur- 
thering Engines, and Inſtruments of Slaughter, 
adorn the Stone with a ſormidable Magnificence. 
It proves to be the Monument of a noble 
Warrior. 

* Wild, v. 4, 5. 
Is 
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| Is ſuch Reſpect, thought I, paid to the Me- 
mory of this brave Soldier, for ſacrificing his 
Life to the public Good? ----- Then what Ho- 
nours, what immortal Honours, are due to the 
great Captain of our Salvation, who, though Lord 
of the Angelic Legions, and ſupreme Commander 
of all the heavenly Hoſts, willingly offered Himſelf 
to be a bleeding Propitiation for Sinners 
. THE One died, being a Mortal; and only 
yielded up a Life, that was long before forfeited 
to Divine Juſtice ; which muſt ſoon have been 
ſurrendered as a Debt to Nature, if it had not 
fallen as a Prey to War : ---- But CHRisT took 
Fleſh, and gave up the Ghoſt, though he was 
the great I AM, the Fountain of Exiſtence, 
who calls Happineſs and Immortality all his own, 
He, who thought it no Robbery to be Equal 
with God; He, whoſe Outgoings were from 
Everlaſting ; even He, was made in the Likeneſs 
of Man, and cut off out of the Land of the Liv- 
ing. Wonder, O Heavens! Be aſtoniſhed, O 
Earth! He died the Death, of whom it is wit- 
neſſed, that He is the true Gop, and eternal 
66 Life *,” 
THE one expoſed Himſelf to Peril, in the Ser- 
vice of his King and Country ; which, though it 
was glorious to do, yet would have been ignomi- 


| D 4 nious, 
* 1 John v. 20, 
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nious, in ſuch Circumſtances, to have declined. 
But CHRIST took the Field, though He 
was the bleſſed and only Potentate, the KING 
of Kings, and Lord of Lords. CHRIST 
took the Field, though He was ſure to drop in 
the Engagement; and put on the Harneſs, though 
He knew before-hand, it muſt reet with his 
Blood. That Prince of Heaven reſigned his 
royal Perſon not barely to the Hazard, but to 
the inevitable Stroke; to Death, certain in its 
Approach, and armed with all its Horrors. ---- 
And for whom ? Not for thoſe who were in any 
Degree deſerving ; but for his own diſobedient 


Creatures; for the Pardon of condemned Male- 


factors; for a Band of Rebels, a Race of Trai- 
tors, the moſt obnoxious and inexcuſable of all 
Criminals ; whom He might have left to periſh in 
their Iniquities, without the leaſt Impeachment of 
his Goodneſs; nay, to the advantageous Diſplay 
of his avenging Fu/tice. 

Tuk One, tis probable, died expeditiouſly ; 
was ſoon wounded, and ſoon ſlain: A Bullet 
lodged in his Heart, a Sword ſheathed in his 
Breaſt, or a Battle-ax, cleaving the Brain, might 


put a ſpeedy End to his Miſery ; diſpatch him 


& as in a Moment:“ ---- Whereas, the Divine 
Redeemer expired in tedious and protracted Tor- 
ments. His Pangs were as lingering, as they 


were 
\ 


r 
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were exquijite. Even in the Prelude to his laſt 
Sufferings, what a Load of Sorrows overwhelmed 
his ſacred Humanity ! till the intolerable Preſſure 
wrung Blood, inſtead of Sweat, from every Pore; 
till the crimſon Flood bathed his Body, ſtained 
all his Raiment, and tinged the very Stones. 
But when the /aft Scene of the Tragedy commen- 
ced; when the Executioner's Hammer had 
nailed him to the Croſs ; Oh ! how many diſmal 
Hours did that amiable and illuſtrious Sufferer 
hang, a Spectacle of Woe to Gop, to Angels, 
and to Men! His Temples mangled with the 
thorny Crown ! his Hands and Feet cleft with 
the rugged Irons; his Fleſh covered with Wounds, 
ſmarting and agonizing in every Vein; and his 
Soul, his very Soul, pierced with Pangs of unutter- 
able Diftreſs. So long he hung, that Nature, 
through all her Dominions, was thrown into 
ſympathizing Commotions. The Earth cou'd 
no longer ſuſtain ſuch barbarous Indignities, 
without Trembling ; nor the Sun behold them, 
without Horror. Nay, ſo long did he hang in' 
this Extremity of Torture, that the Alarm reach- 
ed even the remote Regions of the Dead.. 
Never, O my Soul, never forget the amazing 
Truth: The Lamb of Go Dp was worried, was 
ſlaughtered with the utmoſt -Inhumanity, and 
IE Death in _ its Bitterneſs for thee. His 

Murtherers, 
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Murtherers, ſtudiouſly cruel, ſo guided the fatal 
Cup, that he taſted every Drop of its Gall, before 
he drank it off to the very Dregs. 

Once again; The One died like a Hero, and 
fell gallantly in the Field of Battle. ---- But died 
not CHRIST © as a Fool dicth?” Not on the 
Bed of Honour, with Scars of Glory in his Breaſt; 
but, like ſome execrable Miſcreant, on a Gibbet ; 
with Laſhes of the vile Scourge on his Back. 
Yes, the blefled JesUs bowed his expiring 
Head on the accurſed Tree, and poured out his 
Soul betwixt two infamous Felons ; ſuſpended be- 
tween Heaven and Earth, as an Outcaſt from 
Both, and wnworthy of Either. 

On! what ſuitable Returns of inflamed and 
adoring Devotion can we make to the Holy One 
of G op, thus dying, that we might live? Dy- 
ing in Ignominy and Anguiſh, that we might live 
for ever in the Heights of Joy, and ſit for ever on 
Thrones of Glory.----Alas! it is not in us, impo- 
tent, inſenſible Mortals, to be duly thankful. He 
only, who confers ſuch inconceivably rich Fa- 
vours, can enkindle a proper Warmth of grateful 
Affection. Then build thyſelf a Monument, 
moſt gracious Immanuel, build thyſelf an ever- 
Lfting Monument, of Gratitude in our Souls. 
Inſcribe the Memory of thy matchleſs Beneficence, 
not; with ** and Pen, but with that precious 

8 Blood, 
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Blood, which ſtreamed from thy wounded Pins. 
Engrave it, not with the Hammer and Chizel, 
but with that ſharpened Spear which pierced thy 
bleſſed Side. Let it ſtand conſpicuous and inde- 
lible, not on outward Tables of Stone, but on the 
very inmoſt Tables of our Hearts, 


OE thing more let me obſerve, before I bid 
Adieu to this entombed Warrior, and his gar- 
niſhed Sepulchre. How mean are theſe often- 
tatious Methods of bribing the Vote of Fame, and 
purchaſing a little poſthumous Renown! What a 
poor Subſtitute for a Set of memorable Actions, is 
poliſhed Alabaſter, or the Mimickry of ſculptured 
Marble! The real Excellency of this * bleeding 
Patriot is written on the Minds of his Country- 
men: It would be remembred with Applauſe, fo 
long as the Nation ſubſiſts, without this artificial 
E xpedient to perpetuate it. And ſuch, ſuch is 


the 


* Sir Bevil Granvil, ſlain in the Civil Wars, at an 


Engagement with the Rebels, and interred in this 
Church. —— It may poſſibly be ſome Entertainment 
to the Reader, to ſubjoin Sir Bevi/s Character, as it 
is drawn by that celebrated Pen, which wrote tlie 
Hiſtory of thoſe unfortunate Times : — “ That which 
« would have clouded any Victory, ſays the noble 
* Hiſtorian, and made the Loſs of others leſs ſpoken 
“of, was the Death of Sir Beil Granvil. He was 


indeed 
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the Monument I would wiſh for my/e/f. Let me 
leave a Memorial in the Breaſts of my Fellow- 
Creatures. Let ſurviving Friends bear Witneſs, 
that I have not lived to myſelf alone, nor been 
altogether unſerviceable in my Generation. O! 
let an uninterrupted Series of beneficent Offices be 
the Inſcription, and the be/t Intereſts of my Ac- 
quaintance the Plate, that exhibits it. 

Lex the Poor, as they paſs by my Grave, 
point at the little Spot, and thankfully acknow- 
lege, There lies the Man, whoſe unwearied 
« Kindneſs was the conſtant Relief of my various 


& Diſtreſſes; who tenderly viſited my languiſhing 


& Bed, and readily ſupplied my indigent Cir- 
tc cumſtances. How often were his Counſels a 
& Guide to my perplexed Thoughts, and a Cor- 
cc dial to my dejected Spirit! *Tis owing to 
“ Gop's Bleſſing on his ſeaſonable Charities, and 


« indeed an excellent Perſon, whoſe Activity, Inter- 
« eft, and Reputation, were the Foundation of what 
« had been done in Cornwall: His Temper and Af- 
« fections ſo public, that no Accident which happened, 
« cou'd make any Impreſſion upon Him: And his Ex- 
« ample kept others from taking any thing ill, or at 
« leaſt ſeeming to do ſo. In a Word, a brighter Cou- 
ce rage, and a gentler Diſpoſition, were never married 
t together, to make the moſt chearful and innocent 
& Converſation,” * | 
| Clar. Hift. Reb. Vol. II. 


6 prudent 


cc 


cc 


among the TOMBS. 45. 


prudent Conſolations, that I now live, and live. 
in Comfort.“ - Let a Perſon, once ignorant 


and ungodly, lift up his Eyes to Heaven, and ſay 
within himſelf, as he walks over my Bones, 


cc 
cc 
cc 
"0 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
«c 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
6c 
«c 
cc 
cc 


cc 


Here are the laſt Remains of that ſincere 
Friend, who watched for my Soul. I can ne- 
ver forget, with what a heedleſs Gayety I was 
poſting on in the Paths of Perdition; and I 
tremble to think, into what irretrievable Ruin 
I might have been plunged, had not his faith- 
ful Admonitions arreſted me in the wild Ca- 
reer. I was unacquainted with the Goſpel of 
Peace, and unconcerned about its unſearcha- 
ble Treaſures: But now, enlightened by his 
inſtructive Conver ſation, I ſee the All- ſuffi- 
ciency of my Saviour; and, animated by his 
repeated E xhortations, I count all Things but 
Loſs, that I may win CHRIST. Methinks, 
his Diſcourſes, ſeaſoned with Religion, and 
bleſſed by Grace, till tingle in my Ears; are 
{till warm on my Heart; and, I truſt, will be 
more and more operative, till we meet each 
other in the Houſe not made with Hands, 
eternal in the Heavens.” 

Bu r the only infallible way of immortalizing 


our Characters, a Way equally open to the mean- 
eſt, and moſt exalted Fortune, is, „To make 


cc 


our Calling and Election ſure; to gain ſome 
ſweet 


— 
w p 
TJ 
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ſweet Evidence, that our Names are written in 
Heaven. Then, however they may one Day be 
forgotten among Men, they will not fail to be 
had in everlaſting Remembrance before the 
LoRD, ---- This is of all Diſtinctions far the 
nobleſt : This will iſſue in never-dying Renown. 
Ambition, be this thy Object, and every Page of 
Scripture will /an&ify thy Paſſion ; even Grace 
itſelf will fan thy Flame. ---- Every earthly Me- 
morial will ſhortly be obliterated. The Tongue 
of thoſe, whoſe Happineſs we have zealouſly 
promoted, muſt ſoon be ſilent in the Coffin. 
Characters cut with a Pen of Iron, and commit- 
ted to the ſolid Rock, will ere-long ceaſe to be 
legible *. But as many as are inrolled © in the 
« Lamb's Book of Life, He himſelf declares, 
ſhall never be blotted out from thoſe Annals of 
Eternity. When a Flight of Years has moul- 
dered the triumphal Column into Duſt ; when the 
brazen Statue periſhes under the corroding Hand 
of Time; theſe Honours ſtill continue; ſtill are 
blooming and incorruptible in the World of 


Glory. 


» Date ſunt ipſis quogus Fata Sepulchris. 
| Jv v. 


Make 


among the TOMBS. 47 


Make the extended Sies your Tomb, 
Let Stars record your Worth: 

Vet know, vain Mortals, all muſt die, 
As Nature's ficklie/t Birth, 


Wou'd bounteous Heav'n indulge my Pray'r, 
I frame a nobler Choice ; 

Nor, living, wiſh the pompous Pile, 
Nor, dead, regret the Loſs. 


In-thy fair Book of Life divine, 
My God, inſcribe my Name: 
There let it fill ſome humble Place, 
Beneath the flaughter'd Lamb. 


Thy Saints, while Ages roll away, . 
In endleſs Fame ſurvive; 

Their Glories, ohe Mrongs of Time, 
Greatly triumphant, /zve. 


ov DER Entrance leads, I ſuppoſe, to the. 
Vault. Let me turn aſide, and take one View of 
the Habitation, and its Tenants. ---- The ſullen 
Door grates upon its Hinges: Not uſed to re- 
ceive many Viſitants, it admits me with Re- 
luctance and Murmurs. ---- What meaneth this 
ſudden Trepidation, while I deſcend the Steps, 


and 
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and am viſiting the pale Nations of the Dead ? 
---- Be compoſed, my Spirits; there is nothing 
to fear in theſe quiet Chambers: Here even 


© the Wicked ceaſe from troubling.” 

Goop Heavens] what a ſolemn Scene] How 
diſmal the Gloom Here is perpetual Darkneſs, 
and Night even at Noon-day. ---- How doleful 


the Solitude Not one Trace of chearful Society; 


but Sorrow and Terror ſcem to have made This 
their melancholy Abode. ---- Hark ! how the 
hollow Dome reſounds at every Tread. The 
Echoes, that long have ſlept, are awakened, and 
whiſper along the Walls, 

A Bram, or two, finds its Way through 
the Grates, and reflects a feeble Glimmer from 
the Nails of the Ce ins. So many of thoſe ſad 
Spectacles, half concealed in Shades, half ſeen 
dimly by the balcful Twilight, add a deeper 
Horror to theſe gloomy Caverns. ---- I pore upon 
the Inſcriptions, and am juſt able to pick out, 
'That Theſe 'are the Remains of the Rich and 
Renowned. No vulgar Dead are depoſited here. 
The moſt Iluſtricus, and right Honourable, have 
claimed this for their laſt Retreat. And, indeed, 
they retain ſomewhat of a ſhadowy Pre-eminence. 
They lie, ranged in mournful Order, and in a 
ſort of ſilent Pomp, under the Arches of an am- 
ple Sepulchre; while meaner Corpſes, without 

5 8 | much 


* „ —— , 


** 
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much Ceremony, Lad down bes > A 
4 the Pit.“ 18 1 f 
MY Aenne 1 recover — their Sur- 
prize: I find, here are no Phantoms, but ſuch 
as Fear raifes. However, it ſtill amazes me, 
to obſerve the Wonders of this nether World. 
Thoſe who received va/? Revenues, and called 
whole Lordſhips their own, are here reduced to 
a few Sheets of Lead. Raovomi of State, and fump- 
tuous Furniture, ate reſigned, for no other Or- 
nament than the Shroud, for no other Apartment 
than the. darkſome Niche. No ſplendid Retinue 
attend this ſolitary Dwelling: The lordly Equi- 
page hovers no longet about the lifeleſs Maſter ; 
nothing but a ſable Plume, that ſeems to nod 
over his Tomb; or a Statue, which the Sculp- 
tor's Hand has taught to weep. Inſtead of the 
Star, that blazed upon the Breaſt; or Coronet, 
that glittered round the Temples ; the only Re- 
mains of departed | Dignity are, the Weather- 
beaten Atchievement, and tatter d E /cutcheon. -=-—" ; 
Thoſe who gloried in high-born Anceſtors, and : 
noble Pedigree, here drop their lofty Pretenſions. 
They acknowlege Kindred with creeping Things, 
Wn ILAN with the meaneſt Reptiles *. 
| = 167 „They 
155 How lord how bosberd oe avails thee not, 
To whom related, or by whom begot. 


A of Duſt alone remains of 
. "Tis lf Thou art, and al theoud fl be. Pope. 
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4 They dy to Corruption, Thou art my Father; 
and to the Worm, Thou art my Mother and 
* my Siſter.” . O mortifying Truth! Buffi- 
cient, one wou d think; to wean the moſt ſan- 
guine Appetite from this tranſitory State of 

Things; from its ſickly Satisfactions, WC 

ere its r 5 ü Gtr 


For WHY l Vanitis of Lifet. a u. 
Ve ever-tempting, ever: cheating Teain T A 
ee ye now? } And what your Amount? 
| _ :Thomf. Wintern 
1 WG v1.0} eins banks 
| War ialbthe World ebe 
leſs Beings ? What are their Pleaſure? R Bub. 
ble broke. What their Honauiss A. Dream 
that is forgotten. What tlie Sam- total of their 
Enjoyments below? Once, perhaps, it appeared 
to in- experienced and fond Deſire, ſomething 
conſiderable : But. now Death has meaſured it 
with his Line, and weighed it in his Seale, what 
is the Upſhot? Alas! tis ſhorter than a Spani; 
lighter than the dancing Spark; and 2 _ 
like the diſſolving Smoke. ---- 624 
- INDULGE, my Soul, a ſerious Pauſe... Re- 
collect all the gay Things, that were wont to 
dale thy Eyes, and inveigle thy Affections. 
Here examine theſe Baits af Senſe: Here form an 
Eftimate of - their real Value. 'Suppoſo thyſelf 


1 mt 


_ 
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firſt among the Favourites of Fortune,” who revel 
in the Lap of Phafarr, who ſhine in the Robes 
of Honour, and ſwim in Tides of inexhauſted 
Riches « Vet how foon wou'd' the Paffing-Bell 
proclaim thy” Exit! And when once that Irony, 
Call has ſummbned. thee to thy future Reckon- 
ing, where would all theſe Gratifications be: At 
that Period, how will all the P ageantry of the 
moſt aMuent, conſgicuous, orfixurious Circum- 
ſtances” vaniſh inte empty Air? And "is this a 
Happineſs ſo paſfonately to be coveted? © 

IT HAN E you, ye Relics of ſounding g Titles, | 
and magnificent Names: Ye Have ant me 
more of the Littſen fthe World:; than all the 
Vohimes of my Li Your Nose) arrayed 
in a Vinding huet, your Graiideur moul 
in an Urn, ate the moſt invineible Proofs of the 
Nothingne /i of erented Things. Never, ſurely, 
did Providence write this important Point in ſuch 
legible Characters, 2s in the Affies of A Lord, 
or on the Oorpſe of His Grat v. Leecher if 
they pleaſe, pay their obſequious Court to your 
wealthy Sons, and ignobly fawn, or anxiouſly 
ſue, for Prefermerits: My Thoughts ſhalt often 
. in N N to the Spulchres 

15 of 
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of their Sires; and learn, from their fleeping 
Duſt, to moderate my Expectations from Mortals ; 
to ſtand diſengaged from every undue Attachment 
to the little Intereſts of Time; to get above the 
deluſive Amuſements of Honour, the gaudy Tinſels 
wof Wealth, and all the empty Shadows of a periſh- 


ing World. 


Hax] What Sound is That ? In ſuch a 
Situation, every Noiſe alarms. ---- Solemn and 
Now, it breaks again upon the ſilent Air. ---- Tis 
the Striking of the Clock : Deſigned, one would 
imagine, to ratify all my ſerious Meditations, 
Methinks, it ſays Amen, and ſets a Seal, to every 
improving Hint. It tells That another Poy- 
tion of my appointed Time is elapſed. One calls 
it, „The K nell of my departed Hours.” *Tis 
the Watch-word to Vigilance and Activity. It 
cries in the Ear of Reaſon, Redeem the Time. 
Cateh the favourable Gales of Opportunity: O 
tc catch them while they breathe, before they are 
<< irrecoverably loſt, Thy Span of Life ſhortens 
cc 8 Thy Minutes are all upon the 
« Wing, and haſtening to be gone. Thou art 
«© a Borderer upon Eternity, and making in- 
c ceſſant Advances to the State thou art contem- 
« plating.” ---- O! may the Admonition fink 
deep into an attentive and obedient Mind ! May 
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it teach me that Heavenly Arithmetic; of << num» 


< hering my Days, and hot Frag my W 
« nem en ä 


** me now emerge 1 this ings and 
dreadful Obſcurity, and reviſit the chearing Day. 
---- Having caſt a ſuperficial View upon theſe Re- 
ceptacles of the Dead, Curioſity prompts my 
Inquiry, to a more intimate Survey. And could 
we draw back the Covering of the Tomb; could 
we ſee, What Thoſe. are New, who Once were 
Aortals---- Oh! how would it ſurpriſe and grievꝶ 
us] Surpriſe us, to behold the prodigious: Frans 
formation that has taken place on every Individualz 
grieve us, to obſerve the Diſhonour done ta ar 
Nature in general, ** eee 
Caverns 

HERR the feces. and winning ef, tha | 
wore perpetually an attractive Smile, grins hore 

a naked ghaſtly Seull, --+« The Ges chat 

| png.s Luſtre, and. glanced her 

lovely Lightning into the moſt guarded Heart; 
Alas! Where is it? Whete: ſhall we find /the 
rolling Sparkler? How are all theſe radiant Glo- 
ries totally eclipſed / ---- The Tongue, that once 
commanded all the Charms of Harmony, and all 
the Powers, of Eloquence, in this range! Land 
bas ,5* forgot its Lair baer are now 
EE cf * tholp 
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thoſe Strains of Meledy, which raviſhed our Ears ?. 
Where is that Flaw:of Perſuaſion, which carried 
captive our Judgments ? The | great. Maſter: of 
Language, and of Song, is become ſilent as the 
Night. that ſurrounds Him. ---- The pamper'd 
Flejb, ſo lately cloathed in Purple, and fine Li- 
how is it covered rudely with Clods of Clay! 
There was a Time, when the timoroufly nice 
| Creatute would ſcarce * adventure to ſet a 
6“ Foot upon the Ground, for Delicateneſs and 
<< Tenderneſs;” but is now emwrapped in clam- 
. — and ſleeps on no ſofter a Pillow than 

the ragged Graveliſtonss.— Here *© the firong 

«. . bow themſelves: The Nervous Een, i. is 
unſtrung; the bratury. Sinetos are relaxed; the 
Limbs, not long age the Sets of Vigour and 
Aivity, lie down motionleſs ; and the Bones, 
which were as * enn; gy into 
oft. 

HE xs the Man of Buſeſs forgets al his: 
voutitsiithemes, and diſconWMics the Purſuit of 
Gain. Here is a total Stand to the Circulation 
of Merchandise, and the Hurry of Trade. In 
theſe ſolitary Receſſes, as in the Building of So/s- 
mor's Temple, is heard no Sound of the Hammer 
and Ax. The Winding-ſheet, and the OCeſpn; 
are the utmoſt Bound of all earthly "Devices. 

| 9 8 1. 9 231 0 Hitherts 

» Deut. Wan 56. 
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„ Hitherto may they. ge, but no web 20 ' 2507 
Here. the Sons, of Pleaſure take a final F ewel, of 
their, dear Delights. Ne nowrap Lena 
anointed with, Oil, or crowned with Role-buds i 22 
He. promy no more ene Melody of Coe. Viol. 
nor revels any longer at the Banquet of Wine, 
Inſtead, of ſumptuous Tables, and 7 oy 
Treats, the poor Voluptuary..i * 9 5 £00, 

far fattened Inſects; the Worm feeds weetly. 
« on Him *,” gr Here allo Beh Hip, bright 
Beauty drops her Luſtre: here, Oh) How her, 
Roſes fade, and her Lilies languiſh, in this bleak. 
Soil |. How. does the grand Leveller pour Con- 
tempt upon the Charmer of our Hearts |. How 
turn to Deformity what 1 the World, 
beſpes l o. : e mM 


ns wes have.s Sight of his once- 
inchanting Fair-one, what a ſtartling Aſtoniſh- 
mens, wou'd ſeize bim! —. ** Is This the Obe 
„Inot longago ſo paſſionately 14. 
« 0 e e ee thought, ber 


6 more ortal. Her Form was. & 6 
« we A O 5 very a Ne legance bead ine 2 Ke 
l 


the Graces waited on her "7 
„ae Muir, When the ſpoke: But when 
<« ſhe ſpoke eee tas 2 leſs 


rr 7 . ITY \ * 


colt Job Wu. 20, E 7 A AJ "Jha «c than 
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e than Rapture. How my Heart danced to 
« thoſe charming Accents! - And can that, 

% 'which, ſome Weeks ago, was to Admiration 

ﬆ* Tovely, be how fo inſufferably harbſome ----< 
& Where is that Ivory Neck; where are thoſe 
«© bluſhing Cheeks; where the coral Lips; with 
e A thouſand other Beauties of Perſon, and ten 
& thouſand Delicacies of Action“? O 1 

« ing, diſtracting Alteration ! ---- Fondly, I 

te gazed upon the glittering Meteor Tt ſhone 
60 ; brighitly; and I miſtook it for a Star, for a 
” permanent and ſubſtantial Good. But how 
« is it fallen! fallen from an Orb not its own !- 
«& And all that J can trace on Earth, is but 4 
4% putrid Maſt.” 
LIE, poor Florella ! lie n as thou dolls 
in obſcure Darkneſs. Let Night, with her im- 
etrable Shades, always conceal Thee. Thy 
Dig agrees with thy Condition. Let no 
Eye be Witneſs to thy Diſgrace ; but let 
thy Mb dune, think pan G Se, when 
2 | ni the Ido in the Glaſs. When 
the ie ons IR riſe harm: to View, — 
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rounded with a World of Charms, and fluſhed. 
with Joy, at the Conſciouſneſs of them all; 
Then, in thoſe Minutes of Temptation and Dan- 
ger, when Vanity uſes to ſteal into the Thoughts; 
— Then, let them remember, what a Veil ef 
Horror is drawn over a Face, that was once 
beautiful and brilliant, as theirs. Such a ſeaſon- 
able Reflection might regulate the Labour of che 
Toilet, and create a more earneſt Solicitude to 
poliſh the Feel, than to varniſh the Caster. It 
have the Mind decked with Divine Virtues, and 
dreſſed aſter the amiable . of their * 
deemer's Holineſs. 

An p would this prejudice Weh Perſons; or 
deprecitte!their Charms ? ---- Quite the Reyerſe: 
It would ſpread a Sort of Glory over 
the fineſt ſer of Features, and the Love- 
lineſs of every other engaging — 
— And, what is yet a more inviting Conſider- 
ation; theſe Flowers would not wither + with 
Nature, not be farniſbæd by Time; but open 
continually into richer Beauties, and flouriſh even 
he df 

ble Recommendation of theſe noble Qualities. is; 
That from ' their hallowed Rehics, as from the 
fragrant Aſhes of the Pharnix, ariſe 
an idbſ rium Form, deight-: as. "tie. Wings of 
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Angels laſting as the Light: of / the new! Fern». 
alem lle mach Yo ibhẽ,jʒQZud wb e ol Ev 
bann Parts che RED baun c f this: ſad Rex 
vin IE med/hancd.to pay Deve 
tian to ta Shrine phcperidhieg Fleſh g; and raid. 
to expect all niy Happineſs ſrom ſo brittle a Joy-. 
It hall: teach me, ndt to think too highly of 
well rom ˖νed Clajy though: foi the 
moſt >chigdnt Mauld, and animated with the 
ſxeeteſt d Nis Hesven's laſt, beſt, and 
crowning Giſt to be reti ved with Cratiſase. 
and cheriſhed - with! Laue, ad 4 moſt valuable 
Blifing;\ not worſhipped : with che Incenſe of 


Flattery, and Strains of fulſome! Aurutian, 22 


Gaddefs; H ilb cure, I miſt, btheDatage of 
my: He; and ingline marakways;td:;prefer:thel 
ia Ornachents oſameck and virtueus! 
<< pirit. before the tranſient * uf 
Wanne o Nö 


. 29; _— 
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HEA I ealed tin my RG Meditation, 
ſroq; thai lng H xc ion on thisxtntler Subject. 
fanxcydiftenedia while, tui the Sauliluquy of u I. 
ver za bhut no udn reſumes the Reins, and. 
guides y Thoughts to more (near and ſelf. 
intereſting Inquitici. u However; upania Re · 
view gf the: whole Scene; crouded: with Sprifaes! 
Mes of ob allty, and hi o Dau, Liould: 

4 not 
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nr my Bt _ 2 eto 
Seh an La ns def pin, Webleft 1 
e E i Rüufnep Under the rect of 

ce the pale Er nd. N Rab G'S" I. Ez 
not forbear that pathetic Eiclamatlan, 6 
„DD + Adant, tobat haft thou done ““ What 
Defolation has thy. Diſobedience wrought 


Sin has d oliſhed ſo many. ſtately Structures 01 
Fleſh - Sin has made fuc Hater among the 
moſt excellent Ranks of Go 's lower Creation: 
And Sin ( that deadly Bane of our Nature) would 
have phinged our better Part i the execrable 
Horrors of che weder . had pot out 
e enen interna 15 ven Himelf 
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Nekro egen ti hes! e Whole World of þ 
tent Sinners Owe ; *what ardent Re } 
will a whole Heaven. of ghrified e 

eo ſuch a Friend, Benefactor, er! 


Must xo upon, theſe melanchaly, Ohiess, a 
faithful Remembrapeer, lar ffn from writhin..e-- 
« Muſt this ſad Qbenęs Jugcemlin-meialfo Am 
W ft apClandhamaata beat} 
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2 * ? Is there a Time appreaching, 
« when this Body ſhall be carried out upon the 

«« Bier, and committed; ta, its, lang Home ?, 
% While ſome kind Acquaintance, perhaps, may 
« let fall one parting Tear, and cry, Alas L my 
Brother]! ---- Nothing is more certain. A 
Decree, - much ht than the Law of t the. Medes 
and , Perſians, has irrevocably determined the 

8 

De. one of theſe * 5 Forms. buck 
from his Confinement, and ſtart up in frightful 
Deformity before me; ſhould the haggard Skeleton 
lift a clattering Hand, and * it full in my 
View]; ſhould it open the /# Rliffencd Jaws, and, 
with a hoarſe tremendous Mur mur, break this 
profound Silence; 8 26 as 5 
| a. N 1 N 
. ORD ſhall deliver Thee alſo into the 
« Hands of Death; yet a little while, and Thou 
Halt be with me f. - The ſolemn Warning, 
0 


paß, with melancholy State, 
By all theſe ſolemn Heape of Fae; 

And think, as ſoft and ſad I tread 

Above the venerable Dead, ' 

Time was, like me, they Life polled; 

And Time ſhall be, when I ſhall ref.” - 

Parni. 


F 1 Sam. xvii. 46. 
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delivered i in ſo ſtriking a Manner, muſt ſtrongly 
impreſs my Imagination: A Meſſuge in Thun- 
der would ſcarce 'ſink deeper. Vet thete is 
abundantly greater Reaſon to be alarmed by that 
expreſs Declaration of the Lon D GoD'Almigh- 
ty, *© Thou halt ſurely diet“ . Well then, ſince 
Sentence is paſſed ; ſince I am a condemned Man: 
and know not when the Dead Warrant may ar- 
rive; let me die to Sin, and die to che Wirld, 
before I die beneath the Stroke of 
Gop. Let me employ che little'uncertain Ins 
terval of Reſpite from Execution, in 1 
for a happier State, and a better Liſe ; that when 
the fatal Moment comes, and I am commanded 
to ſhut my Eyes upon ll Things hers below, I 
may open them gain te 1 ln the 
Manſions above. h 
S1NCE this Body, which is 0 Teabfutly and 
wonderfully made, muſt fall to Piece in the 
Grave; fince I muſt ſoon reſign all my bodily 
Powers to Darkneſs, InaQtivity, and Corruption; 
Oh ] let it be my conſtant Care to uſo them well, 
while I pee, them ! Let my | Hand: be 
ſtretched forth to relieve-the Needy, and always 
be © more ready to give, than to receive.” = 
Let my Knees bend, in deepeſt Humiliation, be- 
fore the Throne of Grace; while the Eyes are 


caſt down to the Earth, in penitential Conſuſion; 
or 
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or devoutly looking up to Heaven, for pardoning 
Mercy . In every friendly Interyiew, let the 
& Law of Kindneſs dwell on my Lips; or ra- 
ther, if the Seriouſneſs of my Acquaintance per- 
mits, let the Goſpel of Peace flow from my 
Tongue: Oh! that I might be enabled, in every 
public Concourſe, to lift up my Voice like a 
Trumpet, and pour abroad a more joyful Sound, 
than its moſt melodious Accents, in prockiming 
the glad Tidings of free Salvation ---- Be ſhut, 
my are, reſolutely ſhut, againſt the malevolent 
Whiſpers of Slander, and the contagious Breath 
of filthy Talking: But be ſwift to hear the In- 
ſtructions of Wiſdom ; be all Attention, when 
your RE DE 2 MER ſpeaks; imbibe the precious 
Truths, and convey them carefully to the Heart, 
— Carry me, my Feet, to the Temple of the 
Lon; to the Beds of the Sick; and Houſes of 
the Poor. May all my Members, devoted in- 


tirely to my Divine Maſter, nn 
of promoting his Glory. 

Ts „ ye. Embalmers, you may ſpare your 
bis; heſe Works of Faith, and Labours of 
Loves theſe” ſhall be my Spices. and Perfumes. 
Enyrapped. i in, theſe, I would lay me gently 
down, and lleep ſweetly in the bleſſed Jzsus; 
hoping, that Go p will << R Commandment 
concerning my Bones; and one Day fetch 

| them 
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Sun and Stars are Duſt beneath his Throne. 
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fay? Nos He was more than Cangucror. He 
aroſe, far more mightily, than Samſon, from a 
tranſient Slumber ; broke down the Gates, and 
demoliſhed the Strong-Holds, of thoſe dark Do- 
minions. ---- And This, O Mortals, This, is 
your only Conſolation and Security. IESsus has 
trod the dreadful Path, and. ſmoothed. it for your 
Paſſage, r- JES us, fleeping in the Chambers 
of the Tomb, has brightaned the diſmal Manſion, 
and left an j Odour in thoſe Beds of Duſt. 
The dying Jz8Us ( Never let the comfortable 
Truth depart from your Minds! The dying 
e your unqueſtion- 
rt through Fe. Territories of the 


. wen Hy | tranſmit 
« High-way to Son,” you 
e L and you ſhall 
but unſpeakable Gainers, by your Di 
lution. ie Engr Pie Ji, Aan 
fays upon this ag tans Poitft ſo beli eveth 
emphatical Language is Thus much, at 
leaſt, it muſt import: W rs 
Change ſhall be ſurpriſingly altered for the better. 

It ſhall no longer be inflicted as a Puniſbment, but 
rather vouchſafed as a Bleſſing : To ſuch Perſons 
i Ghoſt, come e mad fork. 18, Linn, of 
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Benefits; as will render it a Kind of happy Impre- 
priety, to call it Dying. Dying! No, tis Thien 
they truly begin to live: Their Exit is the End 
of their Frailty, and their Entrance upon Pet- 
fection: Their laft Groan | is re 
and Immortality 
Ov timordus Sou, tae are Ante 56 the 
Paſfing-Bell; that turn pale at the Sight of an 
opened Grave, and can ſcatcs behold a Coflin, or 
A Skull, without a ſhuddering Horror; Ve that 
are in Bondage to the griſly Tyrant, and tremble 
at the ſhaking of his Iron Rod cry mightily, to 
the Father of your Spirits, for Faith in his dear 
Son. Faith will free you from your Slavery o. 
erb eee 
Hann Old Simeon," claſping the Child 


Jusos 


»Death's Terror is the Mountain Faith removes; | 
- Tis Faith difarms Deſruction. . ͤ— 
Believe, and look wich Triumph on the Tomb. | 


Theſe, and fome other Quorations, I Iam xd to 
* from the Night Thoughts ; 

Night t the Fourth: In which, Energy * 8 

Sublimity of Sentiment, and the moſt 

ties of Poetry, are the leaft Perfeftions to be 
Almoſt every Line glows with Devotion; ae Ton into 
the moſt — Apprehenſions of the adorable Re- 
deemer; and is animated with the moſt lvely F aith 
F in 


- 
— — — — * 8 — 
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Jesus in the Arms of his Fleſh, and the glorious 
Mediator in the Arms of his Faith, departs with 
Tranquillity and Peace. That bitter Perſecutor 
Saul, having won CHRIST, being found in 
CRAIò r, longs to be diſmifled from cumbrous 
Clay, and kindles into Raptures at the Proſpect 
of Diſſolution.  Methinks I ſee another of Inma- 
aut Followers, * trufting in his Saviour, lean- 
ing on his Beloved, go down to the ſilent Shades 
with Compoſure and Alaczity. In This power- 
erful Name, an innumerable Company of ſinful 
Creatures have ſet up their Banners, and over- 
« came through the Blood of the Lamb.“ Au- 
thorized by the Captain of thy Salvation, Thoz 
alſo mayſt ſet thy Feet upon the Neck of this 
King of Terrors. Furniſhed with this Antidote, 
Thou alſo mayſt play around the Hole of the Aſp, 
and 


in His All- ſufficient Mediation. The Author of this 
excellent Performance has the peculiar Felici of en- 
nobling all the Strength of Style, and every 

of Imagination, with the grand and momentous Truths 
of Chriſtianity. Theſe Thoughts give the higheſt 
Entertainment to the Fancy, and impart the nobleſt 
Improvement to the Mind: They not only refine our 


Eee bat prepare us for Death, and ripen us for 
Fnever take up this admirable Piece, but am 


ty to cry out = = Tecum vivere amem, tecum 
obeam libens. 


'® 2 Pet. i. 14. 
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and put thy undaunted Hand on this Cockatrice- 
Den. Thou mayſt * feel the Viper faſtening to 
thy mortal Part, and r no Evil: Thou ſhalt 
one Day ſhake it off by a joyful Reſurrection, 
and /uffer no Harm. 


RESURRECTION? That chearing Word 
eaſes my Mind of an anxious Thought, and 
ſolves a moſt momentous Quęſtion. I was going to 
aſk, «« Wherefore do all theſe Corpſes lie here, 
« in this abje& Condition? Is This their final 
State? Has Death conquered ? and will the 
« Tyrant hold Captivity captive? How long 
© wilt Thou forget them, O Loxp? For 
© ever? No, faith the Voice from Heaven, 
the Word of Divine Revelation ; The Righteous 
are all Priſoners of Hope +.” There is an 
Hour (an awful Secret That, and known only 
to all-foreſeeing Wiſdom), an appointed Hour 
there is, when an et of Grace will paſs the 
Great Seal above, and give them an univerſal 
Difcharge, a general Delivery from the Abodes 
of Corruption. Then ſhall the Lo RD Jxsvus 
defcend from Heaven, with the Shout of the 
Archangel, and the Trump of Gop. Deftruc- 
tion itſelf ſhall hear the Call, and the obedient 


2 Ar vill. 4. 5. + Zech. ix. 12. 
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Grave give up her Dead. In a Moment, in the 

Twinkling of an Eye, they ſhake off the Sleep 

of ten thouſand Vears, and ſpring forth, like the 
bounding Roe, to“ meet their Lo RD in the 

« Air.” | 

AN p, Oh! with what cordial Congratula- 
tions, what tranſporting Endearments, do the 

Soul and Body, thoſe affectionate Companions, 

-re-unite ! But with how much greater Demonſtra- 

tions of Kindneſs are they both received by their 

compaſſionate Redeemer ! The Ancient of Days, 
who comes in the Clouds of Heaven, is their 

Friend, their Father, their Bridegroom. They . 

have nothing to fear from all the Pomp of his 

Appearance. 'T hoſe tremendous Solemnities, which 

ſpread Deſolation and Aſtoniſhment through the 

Univerſe, ſerve only to inflame their Love, and 
heighten their Hopes. The Judge, the awful 

Judge, amidſt all his Magnificence and Splendor, 
vouchſafes to confeſs their Names; vouchſafes to 

commemorate their Fidelity, before all the Inha- 

bitants of the Skies, and the whole aſſembled 
| World. 

. HaRK! the Thunders are huſh'd: The 
Lightnings ceaſe their Rage: The Angelic Ar- 
mies ſtand in ſilent Suſpenſe: The whole Race of 
Adam is wrapt in pleaſing or anxious Expectation 

---- And now that adorable Being, whoſe Favour 

is 
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is better than Life, whoſe Acceptance is a Crown 
of Glory, lifts up the Light of his Countenance 
upon the Righteous. He ſpeaks ; and what ra- 
viſhing Words proceed. from his gracious Lips ! 
What Ecſtaſies of Delight they enkindle in the 
Breaſts of the Faithful ! ----<* T accept you, O my 
« People! Ye are they that believed in my 
« Name. Ye are they that renounced Yourſelves, 
“ and are complete in Me. I ſee no Spot or Ble- 
* miſh in you; for ye are waſhed in my Blood, 
& and cloathed in my Righteouſneſs. Renewed 
« by my Spirit, ye have glorified me on Earth, 
« and have been faithful unto Death. Come, 
ce then, ye Servants of Holineſs, enter into the 
« Joy of your LoRÞ. ' Come, ye Children of 
« Light, ye Bleſſed of my Father, receive the 
& Kingdom, that ſhall never be removed; wear 
« the Crown, which fadeth not away ; and en- 
joy Pleaſures for evermore.“ 

Tn EV it will be one of the ſmalleſt Privileges 
of the Righteous, that they ſhall languiſh no more; 
that Sickneſs will never again ſhew her pale 
Countenance in their Dwellings . Death itſelf 


will 


* 1/aiah ſpeaking of the new Jeruſalem, mentions 
this, as one of its Immunities, The. Inbabitant thereof 
Hall no more ſay, I am fick. And another Clauſe in 
ts Royal Charter runs thus, GOD fall wipe AY 
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will be * ſwallowed up in Victory.“ That fatal N 
Favelin, which has drank the Blood of Monarchs, . 
and finds its Way to the Hearts of all the Sons of . 
Adam, ſhall be utterly broken. That enormons 

Scythe, which has ſtruck Empires from their 4 
Root, and ſwept Ages and Generations into Ob- Y 
livion, ſhall lie by in perpetual Uſeleflneſs. Sin 8 
alſo, which filled thy Quiver, thou inſatiate Ar- 

cher ! Sin, which ſtrung thy Arm with ſuch 

reſiſtleſs Vigour ---- which pointed all thy Shafts 

with inevitable Deſtruction ---- Sin will then be 

done away. Whatever is frail, or depraved, will 

be thrown off with our Grave-cloaths. All to 

come is perfect Excellency, and conſummate 
Happineſs ; the Term of whoſe Continuance is 
Eternity, 


OETERNIT VII Eternity! How are our 
boldeſt, our ſtrongeſt Thoughts, loſt and ove, 
whelmed in Thee! Who can ſet Landmarks to 
limit thy Dimenſions, or find Plumbets to fathom 
thy Depths? Arithmeticians have Figures to com- 
pute all the Progreſſions of Time: Aftrononiers 
have Inſtruments to calculate the Diſtances of 

the 


all Tears from their Eyes; and there ſball be no more 
Death, neither Sorrow, nor Crying; neither Salli berg 
be any more Pain. Ifai, xxxiti. 24. Rev. xxi. 4. 
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the Stars: But what Numbers can ſtate, What 
Lines can gauge, the Lengths and Breadtlis of 
Eternity? „ It is higher than Heaven; what: 
« canſt thou do? deeper than Hell; vrhat cariſt 
* thou know? The Meaſure thereof is longer 
<< than the Earth, broader than the Sea *®.” 

MysTzR1oUus, mighty Exiftence ! A Sum, 
not to be leſſened by the largeſt Deductions: An 
Extent, not to be contracted by all poſſible Di- 


minutions, None can truly ſay, after the moſt 


prodigious Wafte of Ages, < That ſo much of 
Eternity is gone.” For when Millions of 
Centuries are elapſed, it is but ju commencing z 
and when Millions more have run their ample 
Round, it will be uo nearer ending. Yea, when 
Ages, numerous as the Bloom of Spring, inereaſed 
by the Herbage of Summer, both augmented by 
the Leaves of Autumn, and all multiplied by the 


Drops of Rain which drown the Winter -—- when 


theſe, and ten thouſand times ten thouſand more 
---- more than can be repreſented by any Simili- 
tude, or imagined by any Conception, are all re- 
volved; Eternity, vaſt, boundleſs, amazing 
Eternity, will only be beginning. Beginning, 
did I fay ? rather only beginning to begin. 


7 ® Job xi. 8, 9. 
F 4 WHAT 
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: WHAT a pleaſing, yet awful Thought is 
this] Full of Delight, and full of Dread. O! 
may it alarm our Fears, quicken our Hopes, and 
animate all our Endeavours / Since we are ſoon 
to launch into this endleſs and inconceivable State, 
let us give all Diligence to ſecure our Entrance 
into Bliſs. Now let us give all Diligence, becauſe 
there is no Alteration in the Scenes of Futurity. 
'The Wheel never turns: All is ſtedfaſt and im- 
moveable beyond the Grave. Whether we are 
then ſeated on the Throne, or ftretched on the 
Rack; a Seal will be ſet to our Condition by the 
Hand of everlaſting Mercy, or inflexible Juſtice. 
— The Saints always rejoice, amidſt the Smiles 
of Heaven; their Harps are perpetually tuned; 
their Triumphs admit of no Interruption. —— 
Ibe Ruin alſo of the Z/iched is irremediable. 
The fatal Sentence, once paſſed, is never to be 
repealed. No Hope of exchanging their doleful 
Habitations, But all Things bear the ſame . 
mal Alpen for ever * EVER; g n 5 


Tus Wild My Mind: OO 
Apprebenſion of their Ee It has ſtudiouſly: 
| waved 


— Linus "1 herret, lufluque refugit. 
Y1iRG. 
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waved the fearful Subject, and ſeems unwilling 
to purſue it, even now. But tis better to re- 
fleft upon it for a few Minutes, than to endure it 
to eternal Ages. Perhaps, the Conſideration of 
their aggravated Miſery may teach me more 
highly to prize the Saviour, who << delivers from 

ing down into the bottomleſs Pit; may 
al me, like the Avenger's Sword, to this only 
City of Refuge, for obnoxious Sinners. ) 
Tarr Wicked ſeem to lie here, like Malefac- 
tors, inadeep and ſtrong Dungeon, reſerved againſt 
the Day of Trial. ---- << Their Departure was 
& without Peace.” Clouds of Horror fat lower- 
ing upon their cloſing Eye- lids; moſt ſadly fore- 
boding the Blackneſs of Darkneſs for ever.“ 
When the laſt Sickneſs ſeized their Frame; and 
the inevitable Change advanced; when they ſaw' 
the fatal Arrow fitting to the Strings, ſaw the 
deadly Archer aiming at their Life, and felt the 
envenomed Shaft faſtened in their Vitals - 
Good G op] what Fearfulneſs came upon them! 
W hat horrible Dread overwhelmed them! How' 
di they ſtand ſhuddering upon the tremendous 
Precipice, exceſſively afraid to die, yet utter- 
y unable to live. — O | What pale Reviews, 
what flartling Proſpecti, conſpire to augment 
their, Sorrows ] ---- They look 'backward ;- and, 
behold ! a moſt melancholy- Scene! Sins unre- 
c pented 
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pented of; Mercy lighted; and the Day of 
Grace ending. ---- They look forward, and no- 
thing preſents itſelf but the righteous Judge; the 
dreadful Tribunal; and a moſt folemn Rec- 
koning. ----- They roll around their affrighted 
Eyes on attending Friends ; and, if Accomplices in 
Debauchery, it ſharpens their Anguiſh, to conſi - 
der this further Aggravation of their Guilt, That 
they have not ſinned alone, but drawn others 
into the Snare: If religious Acquaintance, it ſtrikes 
2 freſh; Gaſh into their Hearts, to think of never 
ſeeing them any more, but only at an unapproach- 
able Diſtance, ſeparated by the unpaſſable Gulf. 
Ax laſt, perhaps, they begin to pray Seeing 
no other poſſible Way of Relief, they are con- 
ſtrained to apply unto the Almighty : With trem- 
bling Lips, and a faultering Tongue, they cry 
unto that Sovereign Being, who kills and 
& makes alive.“ But why, O] why, have 
they deforred'their Addreſſes to Heaven ſo dong: 
"Why have they deſpiſad all his Counſels and 
ſtood incorrigible under his inceſſant Reproofs ? 
How often' have they been forewarned of theſe 
Terrors, and moſt importunately intreated to 
turn to the Loxy !---- I wiſh, they may find 
Favour at this late Hour; and by a Miracle of 
Grace, be ſnatched from the very Brink, the 
— Brink, of Damnation. But, - alas! 
Wha | 
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Who can tell, whether affronted Majeſty will 
lend an Ear to their Complaint? He may, for 
aught any Mortal knows, laugh at their Cala- 
e mity, and mock when their Fear cometh.” 
Tx us they lie, groaning out the poor Re- 
mains of Life; their Limbs bathed in Sweat ; 
Pains inſupportable throbbing thro! every Pulte ; ; 


and innumerable Darts of Agony transfixing 


their Conſcience, ---- 


In that dread Moment, how the frantic Soul 
Raves round the Walls of her clay Tenement 
Runs to each Avenue; and ſhrieks for Help; 
But fhrieks in vain ! How . 
On all She's leaving, — — 
A little longer, yet a little longer, | 
Oh} might She ſtay, — — 
And fit Her for her Paſſage ! Mournful Sight l. 
Her very Eyes weep Blood; and ev] Gr 
She heaves, is big wich Horror: But the Foe; © 
Like à ftanch Murth rer, ſteady to his Purpoſe, | 
Purſues her cloſe through every Lane of Life, 
Nor miſſes once the Track, but preſſes on; 
Till, fore'd at laſt to the ne Verge, 
nt == | 


Ta ©, 
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17 this be the End ** the Ungadh, 8 « My Soul, 


ce come not Thou into their Secret! : Unto their 
cc Aſſembly, mine Honour, be not Thou uni- 


& ted!” ---- Oh! how awfully accompliſhed is 


that Prediction of inſpired Wiſdom ! Sin, 
ce though ſcemingly ſweet in the Comm:/ſion ; in 
« the ue, biteth like x Serpents. ang _— 


cc like an Adder.” 


* 


HaePPy Diſſolution! were This the Period 
of their Wees. But, alas ! all theſe Tribulations 


are only ( the Beginning of Sorrows ;”” one ſmall 
Drop. of that Cup of Trembling, which is 


mingled for their future Portion. No ſooner 
has the laſt Pang diſlodged the reludtant Boul, but 
they are hurried into the) Preſence of an injured 


angry Go p: Not under the conducting Care of 
beneficent Angels, but expoſed to the Inſults of 
accurſed Spirits; who lately tempted them, now up- 
braid. them, and will for;ever torment them. 
Who, can canceive their Confuſion and Diſtreſs, 

when they ſtand guilty and inexcuſable before their 
incenſed Creator? They are received with Frowns: 

The Gop that made them, has no Mercy on them. 


The Prince of Peace, the Fountain of Felicity, 


rejects them with Abhorrence, hides his Face from 
them. He conſigns them over to Chains of 
lh Wg, 


EE LETS - . 
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Darkneſs, and Receptacles of Deſpair, againſt the 
ſoverer Doom, and more public Infimy, of the 
Great Day. Then all the Phials of Wrath will 
be emptied upon theſe wretched Creatures. ' The 
Law they have violated, the Power they have 
defied, the Goodneſs they have abufed, 'will all 
get themſelves Honour in their exemplary Deftruc- 
tion. Then Gop, the Gop to whom Ven- 
geance belongeth, will draw the Arrow to'the 
very Head, and ſet them as the Mark of his in- 
exorable Diſpleaſure. | 

"ResURRECT ION will be no Privilege to 
them, but Immortality itſelf their everlaſting 
Curſe. --- Would they not bleſs the Grave, < that 
Land where all things are forgotten,” and 
wiſh to lie eternally hid in its deepeſt Gloom ? 
But the Duft refuſes to conceal their Perſins, or 
draw a Veil over their Practices. They alſo muſt 
awake, muſt ariſe, and appear at the Bar, and 
meet the Judge: A Judge, before whom ** the 
«« Pillars of _—_— tremble, and the Earth melts 
« away: A Judge, once long-ſuffering, and 
very compaſſionate, but now unalterably deter- 
mined to teach ſtubborn Offenders, what it is tb 
provoke the Omnipotent Godhead ; what it is to 
trample upon the Blood of his Son; and offer 
Deſpite to. wrath eo Vage Overtures of his 


4 
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On! the Perplexity, the Diſtraction, that muſt 
confound the impenitent Rebels, when they are 
e to the great Tribunal ! What can 
| do in this Day of ſevere Viſitation ?” --- 
11 y of final Deciſion ? ---- Where ? How ? 
From whence, can they find Help? --- Whither 
betake themſelves for Shelter? ---- Alas! *tis all 
in vain: *Tis all too late. To fiy, will be 
impraQticable ; to ju/#:/y themſelves, ſtill more 
impoſſible; and now, to make any Supplications, 
utterly unavailable. ---- 
B ERHOT DI the Books are opened: The Se- 
crets of all Hearts are diſcloſed: The hidden 
Things of Darkneſs are brought to Light. The 
jealous Gop, who has been about their Path, 
and about their Bed, and ſpied out all their Ways, 
c ſets before them the Things that they have 
« done.“ They cannot anſwer him One in a 
Thouſand, nor ſtand in the awful Judgment. 
They are ſpeechleſs with Guilt, and figma- 
tized with Infamy, before all the Angels of 
Light. What a Favour would they efteem it, to 
hide their aſhamed Heads in the Bottom of the 
Ocean, or even to be buried beneath the Ruins 
of the tottering World | 
Ix the Contempt poured upon them be ſo in- 
fupportable, O ! © How will their Hearts en- 
« dure,” when the Sword of infinite Indignation 
2 2 is 
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is unſheathed, and fiercely waved around their 
defenceleſs Heads, or pointed directly at their 
naked Breaſts | How muft the Wretches ſcream 

k with wild Amazement, and rend the very Hea- 
vens with their Cries, when © the right. aiming 
Thunder balts go abroad,” with a dreadful Com- 
miſſion, to drive them from the Kingdoms of 
Glory; and plunge them, not into the Sorrows 
of a Moment, or the Tortures of an Hour, but 
into all the reftleſs Agonies of unguechedle Fires 
and everlaſting Deſpair *. 

MisERy of Miſeries! too ſhocking for Re. 
flection to dwell upon. But if fo diſmal to fore- 
fee; and that at a Di/tance; together with ſome 
comfortable Expectation of eſcaping it 01 
how bitter, how inconceivabij bitter, to bear, 

without any -[ntermiſfion, or any Miti gation, 
through hopeleſs and eternal Ages 

Wu © has any Bowels of Pity ? - Who has 
any Sentiments of Compaſſion ? Who has any 
tender Concern for his Fellow-Creatures? Who? 

: In 


Regions of Sorrow, doleful Shades, e . 
And Reſt can never dwell; b . 
That comes to All: but Torture without End 

Still urges, and a fiery Deluge, fd © 

Wich ever-burning Sulphur unconſum'd. 8 
oa) Mun) 
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In Gop's Name, and for CHRIST's Sake, 
let Him ſhew it, by warning every Man, and 
beſeeching every Man to /e the Lok D while 
He may be found - To kiſs the Son, before his 
« Anger is kindled:“ Submiſſively to adore the 
Lamb, while he holds out the golden Sceptre. ---- 
Here, let us act the friendly Part to Mankind: 
Here, let the whole. Force of our Benevolence 
exert itſelf; in exhorting whomſoever we are 
likely to influence, to take the Wings of Faith 
unfeigned, and Repentance undelayed, and ( flee 
„ away from this Wrath to come.“ 


„ Uron the Whole: What ſtupendous Diſco- 
veries are theſe! Lay them up in a faithful 


Remembrance O my Soul. Recollect them 
with the moſt ſerious Attention, when thou lieſt 


down, and when thou riſeſt up. When thou 
walkeſt,” receive them for thy Companions ;; when 
thou talleſt, liſten to them as thy Prompters ; 
and whatever thou deft, conſult them as thy 
Directors. Influenced by theſe Conſiderations, 
thy Views will greaten, thy Afections be exalted, 
and thou thyſelf raifed above . the tantalizing 
Power of periſhing Things. Duly mindful of 
theſe, it will be the Sum of thy Defires, and 
Scope of thy Endeavours, to gain the Approba- 
tion of that Sovereign Being, who will then fill 
Le the 


„0 
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the Throne, and pronounce the deciſive Sen- | 
tence. Thou wilt ſee nothing worth a Wiſh, in j 
Compariſon of having His Will for thy Rule, His 
Glory for thy Aim, and His Holy Spirit for thy 
ever - actuating Principle. 


— — — 


WonDpEeR, O Man, be loft in Admiration, 
at thoſe prodigious Events, which are coming up- 
on the Univerſe : Events, the Greatneſs of which, 
nothing finite can meaſure. Such as will cauſe 
whatever is conſiderable or momentous, in the 
Annals of all Generations, to fink into Littleneſs 
and Nothing: Events (JE $Us, prepare us for 
their Approach; defend us when they take place!) 
big with the everlaſting Fat fal the Living, 
and all the Dead. 1 muſt ſee dhe Graves cleav- 
ing; the Sea teeming; and Swarms unſuſpected, 
Crouds unnumbered, yea, Multitudes of throng - 
ing Nations, riſing from both. ---- I mult ſee the 
Mord in Flames, muſt ſtand at the D:fſolution of 
all terreſtrial Things, and be an Attendant on the 
Burial of Nature.---- I muſt ſee the vaſt Expanſe 
of the Sky, wrapt up like a Scroll; and the incarnate 
Go p ifluing forth from Light inacceſſible, with 
Ten thouſand times ten thouſand Angels, 3 
judge both Men and Devils. muſt ſee the 
Curtain of Time drop, fee all Eternitgy diſcloſed 
to View, and enter upon a State of Being, that 
will never, never, have an End, 

| G A 
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AND ought I not (let the vaineſt Imagination 
judge; ought I not) to try the Sincerity of my 
Faith, and take Heed to my Ways ? Is there an 
Inquiry, is there a Care, of greater, of equal, of 
comparable Importance? ---- Is not this an inft- 
nitely preſſing Call, to ſee that my Loins are gir- 
ded about, my Lamp trimmed, and myſelf dref- 
ſed for © the Bridegroom's Appearance?“ That, 
waſhed in the Fountain opened in my Saviour's 
Side, and clad with the Marriage-Garment wove 
by his Obedience; I may “ be found in Peace, 
& unblameable, and unreproveable.” ---- Other- 
wiſe, how ſhall I and with Boldneſs, when the 
Stars of Heaven fall from their Orbs? How ſhall 
F come forth ere and courageous, when the 
Earth itſelf reels bo- and - fro like a Drunkard * ? 
How ſhall I look up with Foy, and ſee my Salva- 
tion drawing nigh, when the Hearts of Millions 
fail for Fear ? , | 


Now, Madam, leſt my Meditation ſet in a. 
Cloud, and leave any un leaſing Gloom upon your 
Mind; let me once more turn to the br ightening 
Proſpects of the Righteous. A View of Them, 
and their delightful Expectations, may ſerve to 
exhilarate the Thoughts, that have been muſing 
upon melancholy Subjects, and hovering about 
the Edges or infernal Darkneſs : Juſt as a ſpacious 

2 2 _— 
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Field, arrayed in chearful Green, relieves and re- 
invigorates the Eye, that has fatigued itſelf by 
poring upon ſome minute, or gazing upon ſomg 
glaring ObjeR. 

TH E Righteous ſeem to lie by, in the Boſom 
of the Earth, as a wary Pilot in ſome well-ſhel- 
tered Creek; till all the Storms which infeſt this 
lower World, are blown over. Here they enjoy 
ſafe Anchorage; are in no Danger of foundering 
amidſt the Seas of prevailing Iniquity, or of be- 
ing /hipwrectd on the Rocks of any powerful 
Temptation. But, ere-long, we ſhall behold 
them hoiſting their Flag of Hope, riding before 4 
ſiueet Gale of atoning Merit, and redeeming 
Love, till they make, with all the Sails of an 
eſſured Faith, the bleſſed Port of eternal Life. 

THEN may the honoured Friend, to whom 
I am writing, rich in good Works, rich in Hea- 
venly Tempers, but inexpreſſibly richer in her 
Saviour's Righteouſneſs - O] may She enter 
the Harbour, like a gallant fately Veſſel, returned 
ſucceſsful and victorious from ſome grand Expe- 
dition, with Acclamations, Honour, and Joy | 
While my little Bark, attendant on the Solemnity, 
and a Partaker of the Triumph, glides humbly 
after : and both reſt together in the Haven, the 
wiſh'd for, bliſsful Haven, of perfect Security, and 
everlaſting Repoſe. 
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REFLECTIONS 


ON A 
Flower-Garden. 
IN A 
L ET T E R 
10 A 


L Am ® 


By FAMES HERVEY, X. B. 


I hok upon the Pleaſure, which we take in a Garden, 
as one of the moſt innacent Delights in human Lift. 
A Garden was the Habitation of our finſt Parents 
before the Fall. It is naturally apt to fill the Mind 
with Calmneſs and Tranquillity, and to lay all its 
turbulent Paſſions at Refl, It gives us a great In- 
fight into the Contrivance and Wiſdom of Provi- 
Aence, and ſuggeſts innumerable Subjects for Me- 
ditation, Spect. Vol. VII. No 477. 
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AL K in the Garden. Summer Morning 4 

ſoaring Lark : Invitation to early riſing — 
Vaſtneſs of the Heavens, greater Extent of Divine 
Mercy — The Sun; its riſing Glories ; noble 
Emblem of CHRIS r, in its enlightening, fruc- 
tifying, chearing, and extenſive Influence 
Dews ; their tranſient Brightneſs ; their refreſh- 


ing Nature; their immenſe Number : Difficult Paſ- 


ſage in the Pſalms cleared up —— The various, but 
harmonious, Procedure of Providence and Grace 
— Viewof the Country, and its principal Producti- 
ans; chiefly characterixed as uſeful —— CHRIST 
made and recovered, upholds and actuates All; Ad- 
dreſs to Mankind on this Occaſion —— Obſervations 
contracted to the Garden: Fields of Literature left 
for the Study of the Bible — Fragrance of Flnwers ; 
Its fugitive Nature, another Motive to ſhake off 
Sloth ; the delightful Senſation it creates, Je 
Repreſentation of the Prectouſneſs of CHRIS T's 
Sacrifice ; all our' Performances polluted, this the 
Cauſe of our Acceptance — The Colours of Flowers, 

hnu perfe in every kind; with what Skill dif- 

A 2 poſed; 
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Poſed. ; the Fineneſs of the Flowery Texture: In- 
ducement to truſt in Providence The Polly of 
Pride in Dreſs ; our true Ornaments diſplayed —— 
Flowers naturally inſpire Delight ; what Pleaſure 
muſt ariſe from the beatific Viſion — Solomon 
pictures out the bleſſed J Es vs by the moſt delicate 
Flowers. Beauties in the Creature ſhould lead us 
to the Creator = The Variety of Flowers, in their 
Airs, Habits, Attitudes, and Lineaments ; The 
Wiſdom of the Almighty Maker ; the Perfection and 
Simplicity of his Operations —— The Difference be- 
tween Individuals of the ſame Species, an Emblem 
of ſmaller Differences between Proteſtants =— The 
regular Succeſſion of Flowers ; ſome of the choiceſt 
Setts deſcribed ; the fine Effect produced by this 
Piece of Oeconomy; the apparent Interpoſition of a 
benevolent Providence in condutting it : This beautiful 
Diſpoſition, and indeed all that is admirable in the 
Creation, referred t CHRIST as the Author; to 
conſider the Things that are made, in this View, has 
excellent Influence on our Faith and Love — The 
Structure of Flowers ſo correct, could not be altered 
bat to their Prejudice; the Time of their appearing 
choſen with the niceſt Precaution; theſe Circumſtan- 
ces a firiking Argument ſor Reſignation to the Diſ- 
foſals of Heaven —— Quotations from Caſimire 
and Juvenal tranſlated —— 4 favourite Tenet of 
Mr. Pope's rightly tated — The brute Creature” 
| i nſenſib{s 


i The ARGUMENT. v 
inſenſible of the fine Properties of Flowers : Their 
Charms peculiarly intended to delight Man 
kind : They court our Obſervation ; and reſerve 
their richeſt Sweets for our Entertainment; all 
Things conſtituted with a particular Regard to our 
Advantage ; this an endearing Obligation to Gra- 
titude ; but the moſt engaging Motive, is the Gift 
of an immortal Soul — Remark on the Notion of 
a great Poet —— The cultivated Garden an Image 
of a well-nurtured Mind; Addreſs to Perſons con- 
cerned in the Education of Youth==== Flowers in the 
Bud figurative of a Niggard; Flowers in full Ex- 
panſion expreſſive of a benevolent Diſpoſition —— 
The Sun- Flawer ; its remarkable Attachment to the 
Sun; ſuch ſhould be our Adherence to the Saviour 
— The Lovelineſt of blooming Flowers, compared 
with the Coarſeneſs of their Roots, give an Idea 
of the Improvements of our Bodies at the Re- 
ſurrection; this Conſideration ſhould reconcile us 
to the Thoughts of Diſſolution —— Paſſage from 
Theocritus ; the Perfections of Flowers ſoon de- 
cay ; the Charms of Complexion ſcarce more laſting 
== Inſtances of the tranſitory Continuance of the 
wobleſt Flowers ; the Honours of the future State 
unfading ——— All the Delights of the Flnwery 
Seaſon paſs away ; the celeſtial Entertainments 
know no End —— Net Flowers only, but the moſt 
durable Things in Nature, are periſhing ; their 

Felicity 
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Felicity table, who have Go D for their Portion 
— Retreat into an Arbour ; Practice of St. 
Auguſtine, Pattern for our Imitation — Coolneſs 
of this ſhady Situation ; the inſufferable Heat that 
rages abroad : Our Safety in all the Dangers of 
Life, and amidſt the Terrors of eternal Fudgment, 
if ſheltered by the Redeemer's Protection, and in- 
terefled in his Merits ==— The Bees ; their Ingenu- 
ity ; their Induftry ; ſet an Example for the Au- 
thor A diſtant Proſpect of the whole Scene, with 
its various Decorations, reminds the Beholder of 
Heaven; its Glories not to be deſcribed, but moſ? 
paſſionately deſired. 

The Poſtſcript conſiders the moſt noble Parts of 
the Univerſe, and its moſt magnificent Phenomena, 
as the Handy-work of the bleſſed JIEsus; that they 
may ſerve not only as moſt commodious Pieces of 
Furniture for our earthly Dwelling, but alſo as 
Powerful Incentives to divine Love. | 
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FLOWER-GARDEN. 


In a LETTER to a L A D . 


—c 


oM E time ago, my Meditations 
took a Turn among the Tombs : They 
B27 viſited the awful and melancholy 
* Manſions of the Dead ®: And you 
vas pleaſed to favour them with your Attention. 
May I, now, beg the Honour of your Company, 
. in 


* © Diſcourſes on the Vanity of the Creature, 
© which repreſent the Barrenneſs of every Thing in 
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in a more inviting and delightful Excurſion? In a 
beautiful Flower-Garden, where J lately walked, 
and at once regaled the Senſe, and indulged the 
Fancy. 


*T w As early in a Summer- Morning; when 
the Air was cool; the Earth moiſt ; the whole 
Face of the Creation freſh and gay. The noiſy 
World was ſcarce awake. Buſineſs had not quite 
ſhook off his ſound Sleep, and Riot had but juſt 
reclined his giddy Head. All was ſerene: All 
was ftill : Every thing tended to inſpire Tranguil- 
lity of Mind, and invite to ſerious Thought. 

ON L the wakeful Lark. had left her Neſt, 
and was mounting on high, to ſalute the opening 
Day. Elevated in Air, ſhe ſeemed to call the 
laborious Husbandman to his Toil, and all her 
Fellow: Songfters to their Notes. Earlieſt of 
Birds, ſaid I, Companion of the Dawn, may I 
always riſe at thy Voice! Riſe, to offer the Ma- 

tin- 


«* this World, and its Incapacity of producing any 
« ſolid or ſubſtantial Happineſs, are uſeful. 
« Thoſe Speculations alſo, which ſhew the bright 
„ Side of Things, and lay forth thoſe innocent 

c tertainments, which are to be met with among the 
«« ſeveral Objects that encompaſs us, ** no leſs bene- 
e ficial.” Fpect. Vol. V. No. 393. n the Plan 
of theſe Obſervations the preceding WV, Howing Re- 
fiefions art formed 
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tin-Song, and adore that beneficent Being, who 
c maketh the Outgoings of the Morning and 
«© Evening to rejoice,” 

O] how charming to rove abroad at this ſweet 
Hour of Prime! To enjoy the Calm of Nature, 
and taſte the unrifled Freſhnefs of the Morning. 
— What a Pleaſure do the Sons of Sloth loſe | 
Little, ſure, does the Sluggard know, how deli- 
cious an Entertainment he foregoes, for the poor- 
eſt of all Animal Gratifications, ----- Methinks, 
the Morning bluſhes, and the Skies redden with * 
Shame, to ſee fo many ſupinely ſtretched on their 
drowſy Pillows. ---- Shall Mar be loſt in luxuri- 
ous Eaſe ? Shall Man waſte theſe precious Hours 
in idle Slumbers? While the vigorous Sun is up, 
and going on his Maker's Errand ; while all the 
feathered Choir are hymning the Creator, and 
paying their Homage in Harmony? 


*T 18 natural for Man to look upward *; to 


throw his firſt Glance upon the Objects that are 
above Him. 


Strait towards Heav'n my wond ring Eyes Iturn 4 
And gaz d awhile the ample S k v. 
MIT r. 


Ot homini ſublime dedit, arlumgue tueri 
7 uffit, & erectes ad fidera tollere waltus, Ovto. 
PR o- 
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PRODIOGIOUS Theatre! Where Lightnings 
dart their Fire, and Thunders utter their Voice: 
Where Tempeſts ſpend their Rage, and Worlds 
unnumbered roll at large! -O] the Greatneſs 
of that mighty Hand, which meteth out this 
amazing Circumference with a Span O | the 
Immenſity of that wonderful Being, before whom 
this unmeaſurable Extent is no more than a Paint / 
— And O] (thou pleaſing Thought!) the un- 
ſearchable Riches of that Mercy, which is “ greater 
than the Heavens; 1s more extenſive and unboun- 
ded in its gracious Exerciſe, than theſe illimitable 
Tracts of Air, and Sea, and Firmament; that 
pardons Crimes of the moſt enormous Size, and 
moſt horrid Aggravations; pardons them, in 
Conſideration of the Redeemer's Atonement, with 
perfect Freeneſs, and the utmoſt Readineſs! 
More readily, if it were poſſible, than this all- 
ſurrounding Expanſe admits, within its Circuit, 
a Ridge of Mountains, or even a Grain of Sand. 

O! come hither, then, ye awakened, trem- 
bling Sinners. Come, weary and heavy-laden 
with a Senſe of your Iniquities. Candemn your- 
ſelves. Renounce all Reliance on any thing of 
your own. Let your Truft be in the tender Mer- 

cy of Gop, for Ever and Ever, 


* Pſalm cviii. 4. a 
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IN them hath He fet a Tabernacle for the Sun. 
---- Behold him coming forth from the Chambers 
of the Eaſt. See, the Clouds, like floating Cur- 
tains, are thrown back at his Approach. With 
what refulgent Majefly does he walk abroad | 
How tranſcendently bright is his Countenance, 
ſhedding Day and exhauſtleſs Light through the 
Univerfe ! ---- I have read of a Perſon, ſo ſtruck 
with the Splendors of this noble Luminary, that he 
imagined himſelf made on purpoſe to contemplate - 
its Glories. O ! that Chriſtians would adopt his 
Perſuaſion, and transfer it to the Sun of Righte- 
euſneſs ! Thus applied, it would ceaſe to be a 
chimerical Notion, and become a moſt important 
Truth. For ſure I am, it is the ſupreme Happi- 
neſs of the eternal State, and therefore may well 
be the ruling Concern of this preſent Life, . to 
© know the only true Go p, and Is vs 
C CHRIST, whom He hath ſent.” ---- Nor do 
I ſtand alone in this Opinion. One of the moſt: 
unqueſtionable Judges of whatever is valuable in 
Science, or perfective of our Nature; a Judge, 
who formed his Ta/te on the Maxims of Paradiſe, 
and received the Finiſbings of his Education in the 
Third Heavens ; this Judge determines to - know 
nothing but JesUs CHR15sT, and Him cru- 
«+ cifted.” He poſſeſſed, in his own Perſon, 

the 
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the fineſt, the moſt admired Accompliſhments , 
and yet pronounces them no better than Dung, 


in Compariſon of the * ſupereminent Excellency 
of this ſaving Knowlege. 


MeTHinKs, I diſcern a thouſand admirable 
Properties in the Sun. *Tis, certainly, the beſt 
material Emblem of the Creator. There is more 
of Go in its Luſtre, Energy, and Uſefulneſs, 
than in any other viſible Being. To worſhip it 
as a Deity, was the leaſt inexcuſable of all the 
heathen Idolatries. One ſcarce can wonder, that 
fallen Reaſon ſhould miſtake ſo fair a Copy for 
the adorable Original, No Compariſon, in the 
whole Book of ſacred Wiſdom, pleaſes me more 
than that which reſembles the bleſſed J J ES Us to 
yonder Regent of the Day T; who now advances 
on his azure Road, to ſcatter Light and Gladneſs 
through the Nations. 


Wax were all the Realms of the World, 
but a Dungeon of Darkneſs, without the Beams 
of the Sun? All their fine Scenes hid under Shades; 
loſt in Obſcurity. ---- In vain, we roll around our 

Eyes 


To bree Ths YV@rewss | 

+ Unto you, that fear my Name, ſhall the dun of 

RY? ariſe, with healing in his Wings, Mal. 
AS 
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Eyes in the Midnight Gloom: In vain, we ſtrive 
to behold the Features of amiable Nature Turn 
whither we will, no Form or Comelineſs appears: 
All ſeems a dreary Waſte; an undiſtinguiſhed 
Chaos; till the returning Hours have unbarred 
the Gates of Light, and let forth the Morn, ---- 
Then, what a Proſpect opens! The Heavens are 
paved with Azure, and ſtrewed with Roſes. A 
Variety of the livelieſt Verdures array the Plains, 
The Flowers put on a Glow of the richeſt Co- 
lours. The whole Creation ſtands forth, dreſſed 
in all the Charms of Beauty. The raviſhed Eye 
looks round, and wonders. 

AND what had been the Condition of our in- 
tellectual Nature, without the great Redeemer, 
and his Divine Revelation? Alas]! What abſurd 
and unworthy Apprehenſions did the Pagan 
Sages form of GoD | What idle Dreams, what 
childiſh Conjeftures, were their Doctrines of a 
future State! And how did the Bulk, even of that 
favoured People, the Fetus, weary themſelves in 
very Vanity, to obtain Peace and Reconciliation 
with their offended JEHovan! Till JESus 
aroſe upon our benighted Minds, and brought 
Life and Immortality to Light; till He aroſe, << ta 
* enlighten the wretched Gentiles, and to be the 
Glory of his People 1/-ae! /** ---- Now, we no 
lopger cry out, with a reſtleſs Impatience, 

| B « Where 


3 
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«© Where is God my Maker?” For we are 
allowed to comtemplate the Brightneſs of his Glory, 
and the expreſs Image of his Perſon, . in the Face 
of JesUs CHRIST.“ -No, we no longer 
inquire, with an unſatisfied Sollicitude, Which is 
the Way to Bliſs ? Becauſe ] Esus has marked 
the Path by his ſhining Example, and left us · an 
unerring Clue in his holy Word. —- Now, we 
have no more Reaſon to proceed with miſgiving 
Hearts, in our Journey to Eternity; or to aſk 
anxiouſly as we go, Who will roll away the 
« Stone, and open the everlaſting Doors? Who 
will remove the flaming Sword, and give us Ad- 
miſſion into the Delights of Paradiſe? For it is 
done, All done, by the Captam of our Salvation. 
Sin he has expiated, by the unblemiſhed Sacrifice 
of Himſelf. The Law he has fulfilled, by his 
perfect Obedience. The Sinner he transforms, by 
his ſanctifying Sp IRI T. -In a Word, He hath 
both preſented us with a clear Diſcovery of good 
Things to come, and adminiſtred to us an abun- 
gant Entrance into the final Enjoyment of them. 

 WurHENEVER, therefore, we bleſs Go p for 
the circling Seaſons, and revolving Day ; let us 
adore, thankfully adore Him, for the more pre- 
cious Appearance of the Sun of Righteouſneſs, and 
his glorious Goſpel; without which we- ſhould 
have been groping to this Hour, in ſpiritual 
| Darkneſs, 
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Darkneſs, and the Shadow of Death; without 
which we muſt have been bewildered in a Maze 
of inextricable Uncertainties ; and have © ſtum- 
<« bled upon the dark Mountains of Error, till 
we fell into the bottomleſs Pit of Perdition. 


WIT HOUT that grand enlivening Principle, 
What were this Earth, but a lifeleſs Maſs? A 
rude Lump of inactive Matter? The Trees could 
never break forth into Leaves, nor the Plants 
ſpring up into Flowers. We ſhould no more be- 
hold the Meadows mantled over with Green, nor 
the Valleys fanding thick with Corn. Or, to 
ſpeak in the beautiful Language of a Prophets 
« No longer would the Fig-tree bloſſom, nor 
« Fruit be in the Vine: The Labour of the Olive 
« would fail, and the Fields could yield no 
Meat: The Flocks muſt be cut off from the 
«© Fold, and there would be no Herd in the 
« Stalls.” This darts its Beams among all the 
Vegetable Tribes, and paints the Spring, and n- 
riches the Autumn. This pierces to the Roots of 
the Vineyard, and the Orchard ; and ſets afloat 
thoſe fermenting Juices, which at length burſt 
into Floods of Wine, or bend the Boughs with a 
mellow Load. ---- Nor are its Favours confined 
to the Upper Regions, but diſtributed even unto 

of B 2 the 


* Hab. ii. 17. 
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the deepe/t Receſſes of Creation. It penetrates 
the Beds of Metals, and finds its Way to © the 
<< Place of the Sapphires.” It tinct ures the Seeds 
of Gold, that are ripening into Ore ; and throws 
a Brilliancy into the Water of the Diamond, that 
is hardening on its Rock. In ſhort, the benefi- 
_ cial Agency of this magnificent Luminary is inex- 
preſſible. It beautifies and impregnates univerſal 
Nature. There is nothing hid from the Heat 
ce thereof.“ 

" JosTin the ſame Manner, were the Rational 
World dead in Trefpaſſes and Sins, without the 
reviving Energy of JESUS CnarsT, He is 
the Reſurrection, and the Life: The all- 
powerful Cauſe of the one, and overflowing 
Fountain of the other. The Second Adam is a 
& ouickening Spirit,“ and all his Saints live through 
Him. He fines upon their Affections; and they 
Holt forth into Heavenly Graces, and abound iri 
the Fruits of Righteouſneſs. Faith unfeigned, 
and Love undiſſembled, thofe nobleſt Productions 
of the renewed Nature, are the Effect of his 

perations on the Mind. Not ſo much as one 

vine Diſpoſition could fpread itſelf, not one 
Chriſtian Habit unfold and flouriſh, without the 
kindly Influences of his en | 


Ts ; | 
| As 
= 
8 & 5 41 
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As there is no Fruitfulneſs, ſo likewiſe” no 
Chearfulneſs *, without the Sun. Let that radi- 
ant Orb be eclipſed, only for a few Minutes, and 
all Nature immediately aſſumes an Air of Sadneſs : 
The Heavens put on a kind of Mourning: The 
Songſters of the Grove are ſtruck dumb: The 
Voice of Joy ceaſes : Howling Beaſts roam abroad 
for Prey : Ominous Birds come forth, and ſcreech:. 
The Heart of Man fails, and a chilling Horror 
ſeizes the foreboding Mind. ------ Sv, when 
CrukisrT hides away his Face; when Faith 
loſes Sight of that Conſolation of Iſrael; Oh] how 
gloomy are the Proſpects of the Soul! Our God 
ſeems to be a conſuming Fire, and our Sins cry 
budly for Vengeance. The Thoughts bleed in- 
wardly ; the Chriſtian walks heavily; all without 
is irkſome ; all within is diſconſolate. Lift up 
| then, moſt gracious JE SUs, thou ner Day- 
ſpring from on high! O lift up, the Light of 
thy Countenance upon thy People; reveal the 
Fulneſs of thy mediatorial Sufficiency ; make clear 
| | By our 


„The Sun, which is as the great Soul of the 
« Univerſe, and produces all the Neceflaries of Life, 
has a particular Influence in chearing. the, Mind of 
a — and making the Heart glad.” Specb. Vol. V. 
No. 387. a 
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our Title to this great Salvation; and thereby 
impart 
What nothing earthly gives, or can deſtroy, 
The Soul's calm Sunſhine, and the Heart-felt 
Joy. Pope. 


In one Inſtance more, let me purſue the Simi- 
litude. The Sun, I obſerve, ſhoots his Beams 
every Way; both backwards and forwards; to 
every Point in the Compaſs, as well as to every 
Quarter under Heaven. The Eaſt reddens with 
his riſing Radiance, and the Weſtern Hills aro 
gilded with his ſtreaming Splendors. The chilly 
Regions of the North are cheared by his genial 
Warmth, while the Southern Tracts glow with 
his Fire. ---- Thus, are the Influences of the Sun 
of Righteouſneſs difuſrve and unconfined. The 
Generations of old felt them, and Generations 
yet unborn will rejoice in them. The Merits of 
his precious Death 2x*ended to the Firſt, and will 
be propagated to the Laſt, Ages of Mank ind. 
May they, ere-long, viſit the remoteſt Climates, 
and darkeſt Corners of the Earth! Command 
thy Goſpel, bleſſed Jes vs, thy everlaſting Goſ- 
pel, to take the Wings of the Morning, and tra- 

vel with yonder Sun. Let it fly upon ſtrong Pi- 
nions among every People, Nation, and Lan- 


guage; 


. 
| 
" 
4 
1 
| 
14 
1 N 
| 
] 1 
I 
© | 
87 
200 
mM 
''2 


- — 
—— 

-. a6 

— — 


- FLOW ER-GARDEN. .13 


' guage ; that where the Heat broils, and the Cold 
freezes, Thou mayſt be known, confeſſed, and 
adored ; That Strangers to thy Name, and Ene- 
mies to thy Doctrines, may be enlightned with the 
Knowlege, and toon to the Love, of thy Truth ! 
O] may that beſt of Aras come, that wiſh'd for 
Period advance, when All the Ends of the 
« World ſhall remember themſelves, and be 
turned unto the Lo Rx D; and all the Kindreds 
of the Nations worſhip before him!“ 


From the Heavens, we retire to the Earth. 
---»- Here the Drops of Dew, like ſo many liquid 
* Cryſtals, ſparkle upon the Eye. How brilliant 
and unſullied is their Zy/ffre/ How little inferior 
to the proud Stone, that irradiates a Monarch's 
Crown ! They want nothing but So/iity and 
Permanency, to equal them with the fineſt Trea- 
ſures of the Jeweller's Caſket. ---- But here, ir. 
_ deed, they are greatly deficient; ſhort-lived Orna- 

ments; poſſeſſed of little more than a momentary 

- Radiancy. The Sun, that lights them up, will 
ſoon exhale them. Within another Hour, we 
may look for their Place, and they ſhall be 
B 4 10 away. 


* Now Morn, her roſy Steps in th' Eaſtern Clime 
* Advancing, ſow'd the Earth with orient Pearl, 


Mirr. 
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% away.“ Oh! may every good Reſolution of 
mine, and of my Flock's; may our united 
Breathings after Go p, not be like theſe tranſient 
Decorations of the Morning; but like the /ub/tan- 
tial Glories of the growing Day] Theſe ſhine more 

and more, with augmented Splendors ; while 
thoſe, having glittered gayly for a little while, 
diſappear, and are loſt. 

Ho w ſenſibly has this Dew refrehed the Ve- 
getable Kingdoms ! "The fervent Heat of Yeſter- 
day's Sun had almoſt parched the Face of Na- 

ture. But what a /overezgn Reſtorative are theſe 
cooling Di/tillations of the Night! How they gladden 

and invigorate the languiſhing Herbs ! Sprinkled ' 
/ -With theſe reviving Drops, their Colours deepen, 

and they aſſume a more florid Aſpect. - 80 
does the ever-bleſled SP1R1T revive the droop- 
ing, troubled Conſ.zence of a Sinner. When that 

- Almighty Comforter ſheds his ſweet Influence on 

the Soul; diſplays the all-ſufficient Sacrifice of a 

Divine Redeemer ; and “ witnefles with our Spi- 

e rit,” that we are ntere/ted in the Saviour, and, 
by this means, are Children of GOD; then» 

. what a pleaſing Change enſues ! Former Anxie- 

' ties are. remembred no more. The inward 
Gloom is diffipated, and every uneaſy Apprehen- 
fon ' vaniſhes. Soothing Hopes, and delightful 
Expectations, ſucceed, The Countenance | drops 
8 its 
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its dejected Mien; the Eyes brighten with a live- 
ly Chearfulneſs, while the Lips expreſs the 
Heart-felt Satisfaction, in the Language of 
Thankſgiving, and the Voice of Melody.---- In 
this Senſe, merciful Go p, be as the Dew unto 
Iſrael! * Pour upon them the continual Dew of 
« thy. Bleſſing. And Oh! let not my Fleece 
be dry, while Heavenly Par I up- 
on all around. 

W H o can number theſe pearly Drops ? They 
hang on every Hedge; twinkle from every Spray; 
and adorn the whole Herbage of the Field. Not 
a Blade of Graſs, not a ſingle Leaf, but wears 
theſe watery Pendants. So vaſt is the Profufion, 
that it baffles the Arirhmetician's Art. — Here, 
let the benevolent Breaſt contemplate, with De- 
light, that emphatical Scripture, which deſcribes 
the Increaſe of the Meſſiab's Kingdom, from this 
elegant Similitude : The Royal Prophet, ſpeaking 
of CHRIST, and foretelling the Succeſs of his 
Religion, has this remarkable Expreſion:', *, The 
| "ot Dew 


* Plalm « cx. z. I d Þ nw DN. 
The moſt exact Tradflation of this difficult Paſſage is, 
1 apprehend, as follows; Præ rote uteri aiurore, tiki 
e ros juwentutis vel prolis tuæ. The Dew of thy Birth 
is larger, more copious, than the Dew. which proceeds 
from the Womb of the M I cannot ac- 
1 new Verſion; —— 

0 
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Dew of thy Birth is of the Womb of the Morning ; 
i. e.] As the Morning is the Mother of Dews; 
| produces 


Wamb of the Morning, from The Dew of thy Birth : 
Whereas they ſeem to have a clear Affinity, and cloſe 
Connexion. The Womb of the Morning is, with 
Abundance of Elegance, applied to the Conception and 
PreduQtion of Dews; agreeably to a delicate Line, in 
that great Maſter of juſt Deſcription, and lively Paint- 
ing, Mr. Thomſon : 


' The meek-ey'd Morn appears, Mother of Deas, 
Summer. 


Fob, 1 remember, has a fine Expreſſion, that may 
ſerve to confirm this Remark, and illuſtrate the Pro- 
priety of the Phraſe uſed in this Connection: Hath 
* the Rain a Father, or who hath begotten the Drops 
© of Dew ?” It ſeems, the Oriental Writers delighted 
to repreſent the Dew, as a kind of Birth, as the Off- 
ſpring of the Morning. And if ſo, ſurely there could 
be no Image, in the whole Compaſs of the Univerſe, 
better adapted to the Pſalmiſt's Purpoſe; or more 
ſtrongly fignificant of thoſe Multitudes of Proſelytes, 
which were © born, not of Blood, nor of the Will of 
* the Fleſh, nor of the Will of Man, but of Gop;“ 
by the powerful Energy of his Word and Spirit, — 
Upon this Suppoſition, the whole Verſe deſcribes 


The willing Subjection, | — 
The gracious Accompliſhments, C of Chriſt's Converts. 
q. d. In the Day of thy Power, when thy glorious Go- 
ſpel ſhall be publiſhed to the World, and accompanied 
with marvellous Efficacy — In that memorable Pe- 


riod, 
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produces them, as it were, from a prolific Womb; 
= ſcatters them, with the moſt laviſh Abun- 
| dance, 


riod, Thy People, diſcontinuing the former Oblations, 
commanded under the Moſaic Law, ſhall devote them- 
ſelves, as ſo many living Sacrifices, to thy Honour. 
Not conſtrained by Foroe, but charmed with thy Ex- 
cellency, they ſhall come in Volunteers to thy Service, 
and be free-will Offerings in thy Church. N either 
ſhall they be empty Vines,” or bare Profeſſors, but 
ſhall walk: in all the Beauties of Holineſs, and bring 
forth ſuch amiable Fruit, as will adorn the Doctrine 

they embrace — And, What is till more defireable, 
they ſhall be as numerozs, as they are willing and holy. 
Born to Thee in Numbers, even more immenſe and- 
inconceivable, than the Drops of Dew, which are be- 
gotten by the Night, and iflue from the Womb of the 
recent Morning. 

By this Interpretation, the Text, I think, is cleared 
of its Obſcurity ; and appears both truly ſublime, and 
perfectly juſt. 

May I — pardoned the Digreſſon, and acquitted 
from Preſumption, if, on this Occaſion, I take Leave 
to animadvert upon what ſeems harſh and unnatural, . 
in the common Expoſition of the laſt Verſe of this 
Pſalm ? All the Commentators (at leaſt all that J have 
had Opportunity to conſult) inform their Readers, 
That to drink of the Brook in the Way, ſignifies to un- 
dergo Sufferings and Death: Which, in my Opinion, is 
a Conſtrudtion extremely forced, and hardly ſupporta- 
ble; — — Import of ſuch poetical 
Forms of Diction, uſual among the Eaſtern Nations. 
In thoſe ſultry Climes, nothing in the World could be 

more welcome to the Traveller, than a Brook ſtreaming 
near 
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dance, over all the Surface of the Earth: So ſhall 
thy Seed be, O thou everlaſting Father! By the 


Preaching 


near his Paths. To lave his Feet, and quench his 
Thirſt, in the cooling Current, was one of the greateſt 
Refreſhments imaginable, and re-animated him to pur- 
ſue his Journey. For which Reaſon, among others, 
Brooks are a very favourite Image with the inſpired 
Penmen ; uſed to denote a Situation fertile and delight- 
ful, or a State of Pleaſure and Satisfaction; but never, 
that I can recollect, to picture out the contrary Con- 
dition of Tribulation and Diſtreſs. 

The Water-flreds, indeed, in the ſacred Writings, 
often repreſent ſome imminent Danger, or grievous 
Affliction. But then they are not —— TYM D255 


Banks, and glide quietly by the Traveller's Footſteps ; 
ſo clear, that they are fit for the Way-faring Man's 
Uſe, and invite his Lips to a Draught; both which 
Notions are plainly implied in the Text. —'They are 
rather —— * \2WN -— boiſterous Billows, burſting 


over a Ship, or daſhing themſelves, with dreadful Im- 


petuoſity, upon the Shore: Or — MAW — ſweep- 


ing Inundations, that drown the neighbouring Coun- 


try, and bear down all before them. Behdes, in 
theſe Inſtances of Horror, we never find the Word — 


Streams ſo ca/m, that they keep within their 


MNU — “ He ſhall drink;” which conveys a” 


pleaſing Idea ( unleſs, when it relates to a Cup, filled 
with bitter, intoxicating, or impoiſoned Liquors; a 
Caſe quite different from that under Confideration ) ; 
but either —— N22 —— which imports Terror and 
Aftoniſhment : Or elſe — MoV and My — which 
fignify to ruſh upon ; to overwhelm ; and even to bu- 
ry under the Waves. . 


Upon 
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Preaching of thy Word, ſhall ſuch an innume- 
rable Race of regenerate Children be born unto 
Thee, and fill all Lands. Millions, Millions of 
willing Converts ſhall croud into thy Family, and. 
repleniſh thy Church; till they become like the 

Stars 


Upon the whole; May not the Paſſage more pro- 
perly allude to the Influences of the Holy Ghoft ? which 
were communicated, in unmeaſurable Degrees, to our 
great High Prieſt ; and were, in fact, the Cauſe of 
kis ſurmounting all Difficulties, —— Theſe are fre- 
quently repreſented by Vaters; Whoſo believeth 
„on Me, out of his Belly ſhall flow Rivers of {wing 
« Waters.” And the Enjoyment of them is deſcribed 
by drinking ; © He that drinketh of the Water that I 
« ſhall give him, ſhall never thirſt.” ——— Then, 
the Senſe may run in this well connected and perſpi- 
cuous Manner. If it be aſked, How ſhall the Re- 
deemer be able to execute the various and important 
Offices foretold in the preceding Parts of the Palm > 
the Prophet replies, He Shall - drink of the Brock in 
the Way. He ſhall not be left barely to his human 
Nature, which muſt unavoidably fink under the tre- 

mendous Work of recovering a loſt World: But thro' 
the whole Ccurſe of his incarnate State, through the 
whole Adminiſtration of his Mediatorial Kingdom, 
ſhall be ſupported with Omnipotent Succours. He 
ſhall- drink at the Brook of Almigbty Power, and tra- 
vel on in the Greatneſs of an uncreated Strength. —— 
Therefore ſhall he lift up his Head. By this means, 
ſhall he be equal to the prodigious Taſk, and ſuperior 
to all Oppoſition. By this means, ſhall he be H- 
roughly ſucceſsful, in whatever he undertakes; and 
greatly triumphant over all his Enemizs. 
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Stars of Heaven, or the Sands of the Sea, for 
Multitude ; or even as numberleſs as theſe fine 
Spangles, which now cover the Face of Nature. 
---- Behold then, ye ob/tinately Micted, though 
you are not gathered, yet will the Saviour be 
c glorious.” His Deſign ſhall not miſcarry, nor 
his Labour prove abortive, tho* you render it of 
none Effect with regard to yourſelves. Think 
not, thatIMMANU EL will want Believers, or 
Heaven Inhabitants, becauſe You continue incor- 
rigible. No; the Lamb that was ſlain, will “ ſee 
cc of the Travail of his Soul, and be ſatisfied,” 
in a never-failing Series of faithful People below, 
and an immenſe Choir of glorified Saints above; 
who ſhall form his Retinue, and ſurround his 
Throne, in ſhining and triumphant Armies, ſuch 
as no Man can number. 


HERE I was reminded of the various Expedi- 
ents which Providence, unſearchably wiſe, uſes, 
to fruftify both the material and intellectual 
World.----Sometimes, you ſhall have :mpetuous 
and heavy Showers, burſting from the angry 
Clouds. They laſh the Plains, and make the 
Rivers foam. A Storm brings them, and a De- 
luge follows them.----- At other Times, theſe 
gentle Dews are formed in the ſerene Evening 
Air: They ſteal down by ſoft Degrees, and with 

inſenſible 
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inſenſible Stilneſs; ſo ſubtle, that they deceive the 
niceſt Eye; ſo ſilent, that they eſcape the moſt 
delicate Ear. Yet theſe very different Operations 
concur in the ſame beneficial End, and impart 
Fertility to the Lap of Nature.----So ſome, have 
I known, reclaimed from the unfruitful Works 
of Darkneſs by violent and ſevere Means. The 
addreſſed their ſtubborn Hearts, as he 
addreſſed the fraetites at Sinai, with Lightning 
in his Eyes, and Thunder in his Voice. The 
Mind, ſmit with a Senſe of Guilt, and apprehen- 
five of eternal Vengeance, trembled through all 
her Powers ; juſt as that ſtrong Mountain tottered 
to its Centre. Pangs and Agonies preceded their 
New Birth. They travailed in Pain, and were 
reduced to the foreſt Extremities, before they 
found Reſt to their Souls.—-Others have been 
recovered from a vain Converſation, by Afethods 
more mild and attractive. The Father of Spirits 
applied Himſelf to their tender Conſciences, in 
c ſtill and ſmall Voice.” His Grace came 
down as the Rain into a Fleece of Wool, or as 
theſe ſoftening Drops, that now water the Earth. 
The Kingdom of Go p took place in their Hearts, 
without Noiſe or Obſervation. They paſſed from 
Death unto Life, from a carnal to a 
State, by almoſt imperceptible Advances. The 
Tranſition ſeemed like the Growth of the Corn, 


very 
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very viſible, when effected, though ſcarce ſenſible, 
while accompliſhing.----O Thou Author and Fi- 
niſher of our Faith, recal us from our Wanderings, 
and reunite us to Thyſelf ! Whether Thou alarm 
us with thy Terrors, or allure us with thy Smiles; 
whether thou drive us with the Scourges of Con- 
viction, or draw us with the Cords of Love; let 
us, in any wiſe, return- to 'Thee ; for Thou art 
our Supreme Good ; Thou art our Only Happi- 


BEFORE I proceed further, let me aſcend the 
Terrace, and take one Survey of the neighbour- 
ing Country. O] What a Proſpe& ruſhes up- 
on my Sight! How vaſt ; how various; how | 
« full and plenteous with all manner of Store! 
Nature's whole Wealth !---- What a rich and in- 
exhiuſtible Magazine is here, furniſhing Subſiſt- 
ence for every Creature ! Methinks, I read, in 
theſe ſpacious Volumes, a moſt lively Comment, 
upon that noble Celebration of the Divine Bene- 
ficence ; He openeth his Hand, and filleth all 
Things living with Plenteouſneſs. 

Theſe are thy glorious Works, Parent of Good, 

Almighty ! Thine this univerſal Frame, 

Thus wond'rous fair ! Thy ſelf haw wondrous 
then! MiIIr. 


Taz 
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TH x Fields, Iobſerve, are covered deep; and 
Rand thick, with Corn. They expand the Milky 
Grain to the Sun, in order to receive from his 
Beams a more firm Conſiſtence, and a golden 
Hue; that they may be qualified to fill the Huſ- 1! 
bandman's Burns with Plenty, dl Aceh 18 
Gladneſs. 1 
Vox p ER lie the Aha . Las 2 
perfect Level ; decorated with an Embroidery of | 

| 


the gayeſt Flowers; and loaded with * ſpontdneous | 
_ Crops of Herbage ; which, converted into Hay, | 
wilt prove a moſt commodious Proviſion for the 
Barrenneſs bf Winter; will ſupply with Fodder 
our ſerviceable Animals, when all the Verdure of 
the Plains is Killed by Froſts, or buried in Snows. 
A winding Bri glides along the flowery 1 
Margin, and receives the Image of the bending | | 
Skies, and waters the Roots of many a branching 11 
Willow. Tis ſtocked; no doubt, with Variety | 
of Hb, that afford a ſolitary Diverſion eo the | 
Angler, and nouriſh for his Table a delicious 1 
Treat. Nor is it the only Merit of this liquid 
Element, to maintain the finny Nations; it alſo | 


+ *. Hi vircamt 1 
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carries Cleanlineſs, and diſpenſes Fruitfulneſt, 
Wwhere-ever it rolls the cryſtal Current. 

THE Paſtures, with their 'verdant Mounds, 
chequer' the Proſpect, and prepare a ſtanding Re- 
paſt for our Cattle. There, „our Oxen are 
« made ſtrong to labour, and our Sheep bring 
tc forth Thouſands, and Ten thouſands,” There, 
the Horſe acquires Vigour, for the Diſpatch af 
our Buſineſs, and Speed to expedite our Journeys. 
From thence, the Kine bring home their Udders 
diſtended with one of the richeſt and healthieſt 
Liquors in the Warld. 

O ſeveral Spots, a Grove of Trees, like ſome 
grand Colonnade, erects its towering Head. Every 
one projets a friendly Shade for the Beaſts, and 
creates a hoſpitable Lodging for the Birds, Every 
one ſtands ready to ſurniſh Timber for a Palace, 
or Maſts for a Navy; or, with a more conde- 
ſcending Courteſy, Fuel, for our Hearths. 
One of them ſeems skirted with a wild unculti- 
vated Heath ; which, like well-diſpoſed Shades in 
Painting, throws an additional Luſtre on the 
more ornamented Parts of the Landſchape, Nor 
is its Uſefulneſs, like that of a Foil, relative only, 
but real. There, ſeveral valuable Creatures are 
produced and accommodated, without any Ex- 
pence or Care of ours. There, likewiſe; ſpring 


abundance of thoſe Herbs, which aſſuage the 
Smart 


Oo we mae 
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Smart of our Wounds, and allay the fiery” Tumults 
of the Fever ; which impart Floridity to our cir- 
culating Fluids; add a more vigorous Tone to 
cur active Solids ; and, thereby, repair the De- 
cays of our enfeebled Conſtitutions. 

Nx Ax Ex the Houſes, one perceives a ſpaci- 
ous Spread of Branches ; not ſo ſtately as the Oaks, 
but more amiable for their annual Seryices. A 

little while ago, I beheld them ; and all was one 
| beauteous, boundleſs Waſte of Bloſſoms. The 
Eye marvelled at the lovely Sight, and the Heart 
rejoiced in the Proſpect of autumnal Plenty. But 
now the blooming Maid is reſigned for the uſeful 
Matron : The Flower is fallen, and the Fruit 
ſwells. out on every Twig.- Breathe ſoft, ye 
Winds! O ! ſpare the tender Fruitage, ye ſurly 
Blaſts ! Let the Pear- tree ſuckle her juicy Pro- 
geny, till they drop into our Hands, and diſſolve 
in our Mouths., Let the Plum hang unmoleſted 
upon. her Boughs, till ſhe fatten her delicious 
Fleſh, and, cloud her. poliſhed Skin with Blue. 
And as for the Apples, that ſtaple Commodity of 
our Orchards, let no injurious Shocks precipitate 
them immaturely to the Ground ; till revolving 
Suns have tinged'them with a ruddy Complexion, 
and concocted them into an exquiſite Flavour. 
Then, what innumerable Claſſes, of what bur- 
niſhed Rinds, and what delightful Reliſhes, will 

C 2 replentſh 
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repleniſh the Store-room ! Some, to preſent us 
with an early Entertainment, and refreſh our 
Palates amidft the ſultry Heats : Some, to bor- 
row Ripeneſs from the falling Snows, and carry 
Autumn into the Depths of Winter: Some, to 
adorn the Salver, make a Part of the Deſſert, 
and give an agreeable * Cloſe to our Feafts : 
Others, to fill our Vats with a foaming Flood 
which, mellowed by Age, may ſparkle in the 
Glaſs, with a Livelineſs and Delicacy, little 1 in- 
fer'or to the Blood of the Grape. 

Ar a Diſtance, one defcries the mighty Hill: 
They heave their huge Ridges among the Clouds, 
and look like the Barriers of Kingdoms, and 
Boundaries of Nature, Bare and deformed as 
their Surface may appear, their Bowels are fraught 
with inward Treaſures z Treaſures, lodged faſt 
in the Quarries, or ſunk deep in the Mines. 
From thence Induſtry may draw her Implements, 
to plow the Soil, to reap the Grain, and pro- 
cure eyery neceſſary Conyenience. From thence 
Art may fetch her Materials, to rear the Dome, 
to ſwell the Organ, and form the nobleſt Orna- 
ments of politer pe, | 


", 


1 
„„ 1 
due ad Mala, —— _ Hos. 
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O another Side, the great Deep terminat s 
the View. * There go the Ships: There is that 
Leviathan: And there, in that World of Wa- 
ters, an inconceivable Number of Animals have 
their Habitation. This is the capacious Ciftern 
of the Univerſe, that admits, as into a Receptacle, 
and diſtributes, as from a Reſervoir, whatever 
waters the whole Globe. There's not a Foun- 
tain that guſhes in the unfrequented Deſert, nor 
a* Rivulet that flows in the remateſt Continent, 
nor a Cloud that ſwims. in the Regions of the 
Firmament, but is fed by this all- repleniſhing 
Source, ---- The Ocean is the grand Vehicle of 
Trade, and the Uniter of diſtant Nations: To 
us it is peculiarly kind, not only as it wafts into 
our Ports the Harveſt of every Climate; renders 
our Iſland the Centre of Traffick ; but alſo as it 
ſecures us from foreign Invaſions, by a fort of 


impregnable Entrenchment *. 
C 3 4 M — 


* Whoſe Rampart was the Sea. Nahum iii. 8. 


I hope, this little Excurfien into the Country will 
not be looked; upon as à Departure from my Subject; 
| becauſe u rural View, though no eſſential Part of a. 
Garden, is yet neceſſary to complete its Beauty. — 
As Uſefulneſs is the moſt valuable Propetty that can 
attend any Production, this is the Circumſtance chiefly 
touched upon in the Survey ofthe Landichape. Though 


ergy Piece of this ne and diverſiſied. Scene is 
» | | | | caſt 
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METEHINEs, the View of this profuſe Mu- 
nificence inſpires a ſecret Delight, and kindles a 
diſintergſted Good-tuill. While the © little Hills 
«« clap their Hands,” and the luxuriant «« Valleys 
laugh and ſing,” who can forbear catching the 
general Joy ? Who is not touched with lively 
Senſations of Pleaſure ? ---- While the everlaſting 
Father is ſcattering Bleſſings through his whole 
Family, and crowning the Year with his Good- 
neſs, who does not feel his Breaſt overflowing 
with a diffuſive Benevolence ? ---- My Heart, I 
muſt confeſs, beats high with Satisfaction, and 
breathes out congratulatory Wiſhes upon all the 
Tenants of theſe rural Abodes: Peace be with- 
« in your Walls, as well as Plenteouſneſs around 
« your Dwellings.” Live, ye highly favoured ; 
live ſenſible of your Benefits, and thankful to 
your Benefactor. Look round upon theſe prodi- 
giouſly large Incomes of the fruitful Soil, and 
call them (for you have free Leave) all your own. 

| — Ogly 


caſt in the moſt elegant Mold; yet nothing is calculated 
merely for Shew and Parade. You ſee nothing form- 
ed in the Taſte of the oſtentatious Obeliſk, or inſig- 
nificant Pomp of thePyramid. No ſuch idle Expen- 
ces were admitted into that conſummate Plan, which 
regulated the Structure of the Univerſe. All the Pe- 
corations of Nature are no leſs advantageous, than 
ornamental; ſuch as ſpeak the Maker infinitely bene- 
ficent, as well as incomparably magnificent. 
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---Only let me remind you of one very impor- 
tant Truth. Let me ſuggeſt, and may you never 
forget, That you are #bhged to CHRIS T J Ess 
for every one of theſe Accommodations, which 
ſpring from the teeming Earth, and ſmiling Skies: 
For, 

I. CHRrisT * made them, when they were 
not. ---- He fetched them up from utter Darkneſs, 
and gave them both their Being, and their Beauty, 
He created the Materials of which they are com- 
poſed, and moulded them into this endleſs Mul- 
tiplicity of amiable Forms, and uſeful Subſtances. 
He arrayed the Heavens with a Veſture of the 
mildeſt Blue, and cloathed the Earth in a Livery 
of the gayeſt Green: His Pencil ſtreaked, and 
his Breath perfumed, whatever is beautiful or 
fragrant in the Univerſe. His Strength ſet faſt the 
Mountains; His Goodneſs garniſhed the Vales; 
and the ſame Touch that healed the Leper, wrought 
the whole viſible Sytem into this complete Per- 
fection, 


— 


C4 2. CRS IT 


® When I aſcribe the Work of Creation to the 
Son, I am far, very far, from offering to exclude the 
eternal Fark zx, and cver-bleſſed S v1 T, _ 
the ſame Honour, The Ads of thoſe inconceiva 
glorious Perſons are, lik- er Eſſence, — 
and one. But I chooſe to lat: the important Point 


in 
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2. CHR1sT recovered them, when they were 
forfeited, ---- By Adam's Sin we loſt our Right to 
the Comforts of Life, and Fruits of the Ground: 
His Diſobedience was the moſt impious and horrid 
Treaſon, againſt the KINO of Kings. Conſe- 
quently, his whole Patrimony became confiſcated ; 
as well the Portion of temporal good Things, 


ſettled 


in this Manner, becauſe This is the manifeſt Dactrine 
of the New Teſtament; the expreſs Belief of our 
Church; and a moſt noble Peculiarity of the Goſpel 
Revelation. I chooſe it alſo, becauſe I would 
take every Opportunity of inculcating and celebrate- 
ing the Divinity of the RepeeMER: A Truth, 
that imparts an unutterable Dignity to Chriſtianity : 
A Truth, which lays a moſt immoveable Foundation 
for all the comfortable Hopes of a Chriſtian: ' A 
Truth, which will render the Myſtery of our Re- 
demption the Wonder and Delight of Eternity: 
And with this Truth, every one will obſerve, my 
Aſſertion is inſeparably connectet. ee 
If any one queſtions, whether this be the Doctrine 
of our Church, let the Creed, which we repeat in all 
our more ſolemn Devotions, determine his Doubt. 
I believe,” ſays that Form of ſound Words, © in 
« one Lord JESUS CurtsrT, very Gop of 
© very God, by whom all Things were made.” — 
If it be farther inquired, From whence the N:cene 
Fathers derived this Article of their Faith? I anſwer ; 
From the Writings of the beloved Diſciple, who lay 
on the Saviour's Boſom, and of that great Apoſtle, 
who was caught up into the Third Heaven. 
iss. 
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ſettled upon the human Race during their Mino- 
rity, as that everlaſting Heritage reſerved for their 
Enjoyment, when they ſhould come to full Age. 
But the . Seed of the Woman, inſtantly inter» 
poſing, took off the Attainder, and redeemed the 
alienated Inheritance. The Firſt- Adum being 
diſinherited, the Second Adam * was appointed 
Heir of all Things, viſible as well as inviſible: 
And we hold our Poſſeſſion of the one, and 


Hieb. i. 2.— In this Senſe, CHRIS T is the 
Saviour of all Men. The former and latter Rain, 
the precious Fruits of the Earth, Food to eat, and 
Raiment to put on, — all theſe He purchaſed even 
for his irreclaimable Enemies, They eat of his Bread, 
who lift up their Heel againſt Him. 

We learn from hence, in what a pecutiar and en- 
dearing Light the Chrifian is to comtemplate the 

Things that are ſeen. Heathens might diſcover an 
eternal Power and infinite Wiſdom in the Structure of 
the Univerſe: Heathens might acknowlege a moſt 
ſtupendous Liberality, in the unreſerved Grant of 
the whole Fabric, with all its Furniture, to the Ser- 
vice of Man. Bat the Chriſtian ſhould ever keep in 
mind his Forfeiture of them, and the Price paid to 
redeem them. He ſhould receive theſe Gifts of in- 
dulgent Providence, as the Muelites received the 
Law, from the Hand of a Mediator: Or rather, To 
Him they ſhould come, not only iſſuing from the 
Stores of an unbounded Bounty, but ſwimming (as 
it were) in that crimſon Tide, which ſtreamed Kam 
ImManveri's Veins, | 


- 
* 
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expect an Inſtatementin the other, purely by virtue 
of our Alliance to Him, and our Union with Him: 
X Cit x15 Twphelds them, which would other- 
wiſe” tumble into 'Ruin. - By Him, ſays the 
Oracle of Inſpiration, all Things confift . His 
Finger rolls che Seaſons round, and preſides over 
all the celeſtial Revolutions. His Finger winds 
up the Wheels, and impels every Spring of Ve- 
getative Nature. In a Word, the whole Weight 
of the Creation reſts upon his mighty Arm, and 
receives the whole Harmony of its Motion from 
his unerring Eye. ---- This habitable Globe, with 
all its rich Appendages, and fine Machinery, 
could no more continue, than they could create 
themſelves. Start they would into inſtant Con- 


fuſion, or drop into their primitive Nothing, did 


not his Power ſupport, and his Wiſdom regulate 
them, every Moment. In Conformity to his 
Will, 


Cual. i. 17. I beg leave.tofubjoin St. Chry/oflom's 
pertinent and beautiful Note, upon the Paſſage; by 
Which it will appear, that the Sentiment of theſe 
Sections is not merely a private Opinion, but tha, 
avowed Belief of the Primitive Church. Teregiv, 
ſays the eloquent Father, eu avToy xg2uad]ai n 
FAY wv VFGEG(S* 5 [451 AUTO A274 £% Ts alt OT 
65 To b Taply LY, ANG Kebli AUTOS AYTH 
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Will, they ſubſiſt ſtedfaſt and invariable in their 
Orders; and wait only for his ſovereign Nod, to 
cc fall away like Water, that runneth apace. 
4. CHRIST * adtuates them, which would 
otherwiſe be lifeleſs and inſignificant. Penſioners 
they are, conſtant Penſioners on his Bounty, and 
borrow their All from his Fulneſs. He only has 
Life ; and whatever operates, operates by an 
Emanation from his All- ſuſſiciency. Does the 
Grape refreſh you with its enlivening ;Juices:? It 
is by a Warrant received, and Virtue: derived 
from the Redeemer. Does Bread - ſtrengthen” 
your Heart, and prove the Staff of your Life? 
Remember, that it is by the Saviour's Appoint- 
ment, and through the Efficacy of his Opera- 
tion. You are charmed with hi Melody, when 
the Time of ſinging of Birds is come, and 
Voice of the Nightingale is heard in your 
« Land.” You taſte his Goodneſs in the luſci. 
ous Fig, the melting Peach, and the musky Fla- 
Sh, | vour 


* 


. 
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Jon v. 17. My Father worketh hitherto, and I 
work; i. e. I exert that unremitting and unwearied ' 
gy, Which is the Life of the Creation. — Thus 
the Words are paraphraſed by a maſterly Expoſitor, 
who has illuſtrated the Life of our bleſſed Lox o, in 
the moſt elegant Taſte of Criticiſm, with the moſt 
amiable Spirit of Devotion, and without any Mixture 
of the malignant Leaven, or low Singularities of a 
Party. See the Family Expoſitor, Vol. I. Sect. 47. 


34 RxrFLECTIONS en 4 


vour of the Apricot. You ſmell his Sweetnefs 
in the opening Honeyſuckle, and every odorife- 
rous Shrub. Could theſe Creatures ſpeak for 
themſelves, they would, doubtleſs, diſclaim all 
Sufficiency of their own, and aſcribe the whole 
Honour to their Maker. --- We are Servants,” 
would they ſay, of HIM, who died for you- 
c C;/terns only, dry Ciſterns in ourſelves, we 
ic tranſmit to Mort. ls no more than the uncre- 
« ated Fountain transfuſes into us. Think not- 
« that from any Ability of our own, we furniſh 
<«.you with Aſſiſtance, or adminiſter to your 
« Comfort. Tis the divine Energy, the Di- 
vine Energy alone, that works in us, and does. 
& you Good. We ſerve you, O ye Sons of 
« Men, that you may love Him, who placed ug, 
«c in theſe Stations. O] love the Lo Rx, there- 
c fore, all ye who are ſupported by our Mini- 
« ſtry; or elſe we ſhall * groan with Indignation, 
cc and Regret, at your Abuſe of our Services. 
« Uſe us, and welcome; for we are yours, if 
ce ye are CHRIS T's. Crop our choiceſt Beau- 
ties; rifle all our Treaſures; accommodate 
” yourſelves with. our moſt valuable Qualities. , 
« only let us be Incentives to Gratitude, and 
« Metives to Obedience.” 


Having 


„ Rom. viii, 22, 
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HAVING gazed the ſpacious Sy, and ſent 


a Glance round the inferior Creation ; tis time 
to deſcend from this Eminence, and confine my 
Attention to the beautiful Spot below. ---- Here 
Nature always pleaſing, every where lovely, ap» 
pears with peculiar: Attractions. Vonder, the 
ſeems dreſſed in her Defabille 5- grand but ir- 

regular, Here, the: calls in her Handmaid Art; 
and ſhines in all the delicate Ornaments, that the 
niceſt Cultivation can convey. Thoſe are her 
common Apartments, where ſhe lodges her ordinary 
Gueſts : This is her Cabinet of Curioſities, where 
ſhe entertains her intimate Acquaintance. 2 
Eye ſhall often expatiate over thoſe Scenes of uni- 
verſal Fertility: My Feet ſhall ſometimes bruſh 
thro' the Thicket, or traverſe the Lawn, or tro 
along the Foreſt Glade : But to this delightful Re- 
treat ſhall be my chief Reſort. Thither will I 
make Excurſions; but Here will I dwell. - 

Ir from my low Procedure, I may forms an 
Alluſion to the moſt exalted Practices, I would 
obſerve, upon this Occaſion, That the celebrated 
Eraſmus,” and our judicious Locke, having trod 


the Circle of the Sciences, and ranged thro' the 


whole Extent of human Literature, at length be- 
took themſelves ſolely to the Bible : Leaving the 
Sages of Antiquity, they ſat inceffantly at the 

th Feet 


* 
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Feet of JESUS: Wiſely they withdrew from 
that immenſe Multiplicity of Learning; from 
thoſe endleſs Tracts of amuſing Erudition, where 
noxious Weeds are mixed with wholſome Herbs ; 
where is generally a much larger Growth of 
prickly Shrubs, than of fruitful Boughs : They 


fpent their moſt: mature Hours in thoſe hallowed 


Gardens, which Go D's own Wiſdom planted ; 
which Gon'sloven Spirit watereth; and in which 
Go D's oven San is continually walking: Where 
He meeteth thoſe that ſeek Him, and revealeth 
to them the Glories of his —_— and the Riches 
of his Goodneſs, , 


Danes Having had a Taſte of the _ Studies ; ; 
may I devote my future Application to the lively 
Oracles ! From other Purſuits, one may gleam 
ſome Fragments of ſpecious Inſtruction : From 
this I truſt to reap a Harveſt of the ſublimeſt 
Truths, the nobleſt Improvements, and the pureſt 
Joys . Waft me then, Ol] watt my Mind, 
to Sion's conſecrated Bowers. Let my Thoughts 


perpetually rove through the awfully-pleaſing 
Walks of Inſpiration. Here grow thoſe Heaven- 
born Plants, the Trees of Life and Knowlege ; 
ns ambroſial ae! now may “ take, and 


4 25. f | F a 60, — 
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. DQricquid docetur, Va ine , quicquid fræcipitur, 
Bonitas; guicguid promittitur, Felicitas. 
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« eat, and live for ever.” Here flow thoſe pre: 
cious Streams of Grace and Righteouſneſs; whoſe 
living Waters whoſoever drinks, thall- thirſt 
* no more.“ And what can the Fables of Grecian 
Song, or the fineſt Pages of Roman Eloquence 
What can they exhibit in any Degree, compa- 
rable to theſe matchleſs, Prerogatives of -Revela- 
tion? Therefore, though I hould not dillike 
to pay a Viſit now-and-then to my Heathen Ma- 
feers, I would live with the Prophets and Apafllis. 
With the one I would carry on ſome occaſional 
Correſpondence ; but the others ſhould be my 
Boſom - Friends, my inſeparable — 
* my Delight, _— Counſellors.” 


Wu r Sweets are theſe, that fo acids 
falute my Noſtriis? They are the Breath of the 
Flowers; the Incenſe. of the Garden.----How 
liberally does the Jeſſamine difpenſe her odorife- 
rous Riches ! How deliciouſly has the Woodbine 
imbalmed this Morning-walk | The Air is all 
Perfume. ---- And is not this another moſt en- 
gaging Argument, to forfake the Bed of Slath? 
Who would lie diſſolved in ſenſeleſs Slumbers, 
while ſo many breathing Sweets invite him to a 
Feaſt of Fragrancy ? Eſpecially conſidering, That 
the advancing Day will exhale the volatile Dain- 
ties. A fugitive Treat they are, prepared only 


for 


38 RETLICTIORS 03 4 


for the Wakeful and Induſtrious: Whereas 
when the Sluggard lifts his heavy Eyes, the 
Flowers will droop ; their fine Scents be diſſipated; 
and, inſtead of this refreſhing Humility, the Air 
will decome a kind of liquid Fire. 

WII this very Motive, heightened by a 
Repreſentation of the moſt charming Pieces of 
Morning Scenery, the Parent of Mankind awakes 
his lovely Conſort. There is ſuck a Delicacy in 
the Choice, and ſo much Li in the Deſctiption, 
of theſe rural Images, that I cannot excuſe my- 
ſelf, without repeating the whole Paſſage. -- 
Whiſper it, ſome friendly Genius, in the Ear of 
every one, that is now ſunk in Sleep, and loſt to 
by _ noble Gratifications | | 


Ls The Abrning ſhines, and the fre Fill & 
Calls you : Ye loſe the Prime, to mark how ſpring 
be tended Plants, how blows the citron Grove; 
N hut drops the Myrrh, and what the balmy Reed 
[How Nature paints her Colours ; how the Ble 
— on the en er liquid Stucets. 

Gat Mz. LT. 


How delightful is this Fragrance Ie is diſtri- 
buted in the niceſt Proportion; neither ſoſtrong, 


as td oppreſs the Organs; nor fo faint, as to elude 
them. We often ſit eloyed and ſated at a ſump- 


tuous 


FLOWER- GARDEN. 39 
tuous Banquet ; but This Pleaſure never loſes its 


Poignancy, never palls the Appetite. --- Here 


Luxury itſelf is innocent and refined ; or rather, 
in this Caſe, Indulgence is incapable of Exceſs. 
This balmy Entertainment not only regales the 
Senſe, but * chears the very Soul; and, inſtead 
of clogging, elates its Powers. ----It puts me in 
mind of that ever-memorable Sacrifice, which 
was once made in behalf of offending Mortals. I 
mean the Sacrifice of the Bleſſed JESUS, when 
He offered up Himſelf to Gop, for a ſweet- 
„ ſmelling Savour.” For ſuch the Holy Spirit 
ſtiles that wonderful Oblation; as if no Image 
in the whole ſenſible Creation was ſo proper to 
give us an Idea of the ineffable Satisfaction, which 
the Father of Mercies conceived from that un- 
parallel'd. Atonement, as the pleaſing Senſations, 
which ſuch rich Perfumes are capable of raiſing. 
«Thouſands of Rams, and Ten thouſands of 
66 Rivers of Oil,“ from an apoſtate World; 
the moſt ſubmiſſive Acknowlegements, added to 
the moſt coſtly Offerings, from Men of defiled 


Hands, and . unclean Lips; What could they 


have effected? A Prophet introduces the © High 
« and Lofty One, that inhabiteth Eternity, 
turning Himfelf away from ſuch filthy Rags ; 
"OR Himſelf "wc with a diſdainful Abhor- 

*** rence, 


= — ms Perfume — bs Heart. 
Prov. xxvii. 9. 
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rence, as from the noiſome Steams of a Dunghil. 
But in CHRIS T's immaculate Holineſs, in 
CnRisT's conſummate Obedience, in CHRrsT's 
moſt precious Blood-ſhedding, O ! with what 
unimaginable Complacency, does Juſtice reft 
fatisfied, and Vengeance acquieſce ! ---- All thy 
Forks, O Thou Surety for ruined Sinners ! all 
thy Sufferings, O Thou faughtered Lamb of 
God | as well as all thy Garments, O Thou 
Bridegroom of thy Church | * ſmell of Myrrh, 
Aloes, and Caſſia ! They are infinitely more 
grateſul to the Eternal Godhead, than the choiceſt 
Exhalations of the Garden, than all the Odours 
of the ſpicy Eaft, can be to our Noſtril. 
As the Altar of old ſanctified the Gift, fo this 
is the great Propitiation, which recommends the 
obnoxious Perſons, and unprofitable Services, of 
the believing World. In this may my Soul be in- 
tereſted ! By this may it be reconciled to the Fa- 


ther ! ---- There is ſuch a leprous Depravity cleav- 


ing to my Nature, as pollutes whatever I per- 
form. My moſt profound Adorations, and ſin- 
dereſt Acts of Religion, muſt not preſume to 
challenge a Reward, but humbly implore Forgive- 
neſs +: Renouncing, therefore, Myſelf in every 


Inſtance 

* Palm xlv. 9: xt [ ant Yall 
4A Writer of Pi roy on Superiority thus ad- 
1 drbſles 


7 
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Inſtance of Duty ; diſclaiming all Shadow of 
Confidence in any Deeds of my own ; may I 
now and evermore be accepted through the Be- 
loved / 


WAA Colours, what charming Colours, are 
here]! Theſe ſo nobly bold, and Thoſe ſo deli- 
cately languid. What a Glow is enkindled in 
ſome ! What a Glo/s ſhines upon others ! In one, 
methinks, 1 ſee the Ruby, with her bleeding 
Radiance ; in another, the Sapphire, with her 
Sky- tinctured Blue; in all, ſuch an exquiſite 
| Richneſs of Dyes, as no other Set of Paintings 
in the Univerſe can boaſt *. With what a 

Maſterly 
dreſſes the great Obſerver of Actions, and Searcher of 
Hearts; and vindicates my Sentiments, while he ſo 
juſtly and beautifully utters his own ; 

Look down, great G o b, with Pity's ſofteſt Eye, 

On a poor breathing Particle in Duſt. 

His Crimes forgive; forgive his Virtues too, 


Thoſe /maller Faults, half Conwerts to the Right. 
Night-Thoughts. No. 9. 


Who can paint 

Like Nature? Can Imagination boaſt, 

Amid his gay Creation, Hues like theſe ? 

And can he mix them with that matchleſs Skill, 
And lay them on ſo delicately fine, 

And loſe them in each other, as appears | 
In ev'ry Bud that blows ? — 
D 2 Tbomſ. Spring. 
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Maſterly Sxill is every one of the varying Tints 
diſpoſed ! Here, they ſeem to be thrown on with 
an eaſy Daſh of Security and Freedom; there, 
they are adjuſted by the nice Touches of Art and 
Accuracy. Thoſe which form the Ground, are 
always ſo judiciouſly choſen, as to heighten the 
Luſtre of the fuperadded Figures ; while the 
Verdure of the Impalement, or the Shadings of 
the Foliage, impart new Livelineſs to the whole. 
Indeed, whether they are blended or arranged, 
ſoftened or contraſted, they are manifeſtly under 
the Conduct of a Taſte, that never miſtakes ; 
a Felicity, that never falls ſhort of the very Per- 
fection of Elegance. How inimitably fine is 
the Texture of the Web, on which theſe ſhining 
Treaſures are diſplayed ! What are the Labours 
of the Per/ian Looms, or the boaſted Commodi- 
ties of Bruſſels, compared with theſe curious Ma- 


nufactures of Nature? Compared with . theſe, 


the moſt admired Chintſes would loſe their Re- 
putation ; even ſuperfine Cambricks appear coarſe 
as Canvas in their Preſence. 

Waar a chearing Argument does our Sa- 
viour derive from hence, to ſtrengthen our Afrance 
in Gop!] He directs us to learn a Leſſon of 
Heaven- depending Faith, from every Bird that 
wings the Air, and from every Flower that 
bloſſoms in the Field. If Providence, with un- 


5 remitted 
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remitted Care, ſupports thoſe inferior Creatures; 
and arrays theſe inſenſible Beings, with ſo much 
Splendor; ſurely, He will in no wiſe with-hold 
from his ele&t Children, Bread to eat, and 
& Raiment to put on.“ -O ye faithful Followers 
of the Lamb, diſmiſs every low Anxiety, relate- 
ing to the needful Sſtenance pf Life. He that 
feeds the Ravens, from an inexhauſtible Maga- 
zine ; He that paints the Plants, with ſuch ſur- 
paſſing Elegance; in ſhort, He that provides ſo 
liberally, both for the animal and vegetable Parts 
of His Creation, will not, cannot, negle& His 
own People. Fear not, little Flock,“ ye pecu- 
liar Objects of Almighty Love! * it is your Fa- 
ec ther's good Pleaſure to give you a Kingdom.“ 
And if He freely give you an everlaſting King- 
dom hereafter, He will certainly allow you all 
neceſſary Conveniencies here, 


ONE cannot forbear reflecting, in this Place, 
on the too prevailing Humour of being fond and 
o/tentatious of Drifs : What an abject and miſtaken 
Ambition is this! How unworthy the Dignity of 
Immortal, and the Wiſdom of Rational Beings | 
Eſpecially, ſince theſe little Productions of the 
Earth have indiſputably the Pre-eminence, in 
ſuch outward Embelliſhments. ---- Go; cloathe 

| i. D3 thyſelf 


| 
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thyſelf with Purple, and fine Linen; trick thyſelf 
up in all the gay Attire, that the Shuttle or the 
Needle can furniſh : Yet, know, to the Mortifi- 


cation of thy Vanity, that the native Elegance 


of a common Daiſy * eclipſes all this elaborate 
Finery. ---- Nay, wert thou decked like ſome il- 
huſtrious Princeſs, on her Coronation-Day, in all 
the Splendor of Royal Apparel ; couldſt thou 
equal even Solomon, in the Height of his Magni- 
ficence and Glory ; yet would the meaneſt among 
the flowery Populace outſhine thee : Every diſcern- 
ing Eye would give the Preference to theſe 
Beauties of the + Ground. Scorn then to bor- 
row thy Recommendations from a neat Diſpoſi- 
tion of Threads, and a curious Arrangement of 
Colours. Aſſume a becoming Greatneſs of Tem- 
per : Let thy Endowments be of the immortal 
Kind : Study to be all-glorious within : Be 

dloathed 


Peaceful and lowly in their native Soil, 
They neither know to ſpin, nor care to toil; 
Yet with confeſs'd Magnificence deride 
Our mean Attire, and Impotence of Pride, 


PRTO x. 


+ Mr. Cowley, with his uſual Brilliancy of Imagi- 
nation : files them Stars of Earth, 
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cloathed with Humility : Wear the Ornament 
of a meek and quiet Spirit“. To ſay all in a 
Word, Put on the LORD IJ ESUVUS CHRIST: 
Let his Blood be ſprinkled upon thy Conſcience, 
and it ſhall be whiter than the Virgin Snows: 
Let His Righteouſneſs, like a ſpotlets Robe, adorn 
thy inner Man, and thou thalt be amiable, even 
in the moſt diſtinguiſhing Eye of Gon. Let 
His Blefled Spirit dwell in thy Heart ; and, un- 
der His ſanctifying Operations, thou ſhall 
made Partaker of a Divine Nature, 

THESE are real Excellencies ; truly noble 
Accompliſhments theſe. In this manner be ar- 
rayed, be beautified ; and thou wilt not find a 
Rival in the Feathers of a Peacock, or the Fo- 
liation of a Tulip. Theſe will exalt thee far 
above the low Pretenſions of Lace and Embroi- 


dery. Theſe will prepare thee to ſtand in the 
wy, beatific 


How beautifully does the Prophet deſcribe the 
Furniture of a renewed and heavenly Mind, under 
the Similityde of a rich and complete Suit of Appa- 
rel! I will greatly rejoicein the Lo RD; my Soul ſhall 
be jayful in my Gov; for He hath cloathed me with 
the Garments of Salvation ; He hath covered me avith 
the Robe of Righteouſneſs, as a Bridegroom decketh him- 
elf with Ornaments, and as a Bride adarneth herſelf 
with her Jewels. Iſai, Ixi. 10, att 


F Rom, Xi, I4, 


1 
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beatific Preſence, and to take thy Seat among 
the Angels of Light. 


WHAT an inchanting Situation is this! One 
can fcarce be melancholy within the Atmoſphere 
of Flowers : Such lively Hues, and delicious 
Odours, not only addreſs themſelves agreeably 
to the Senſes, but touch, with a ſurpriſing Deli- 
cacy, the ſweeteſt Movements of the Mind ; 


- = 
25 
- = 


To the Heart inſpiring 
Vernal Delight and Foy. 


. Miztr. 


How often have I felt them 4fipate the Gloom 
of Thought, and transfuſe a ſudden Gaiety through 
the dejected Spirit! I cannot wonder, that Kings 
deſcend from their Thrones, to walk amidſt bloom- 
ing Ivory and Gold; or retire from the moſt 
ſumptuous Feaſts, to be recreated with the more 

refined Sweets of the Garden : I cannot wonder, 
that Queens forego, for awhile, the Compliments 
of a Nation, to receive the Tribute of the Parterre; 
or withdraw from all the Glitter of a Court, to be 
attended with the much more ſplendid Eguipage 
of a Bed of Flowers. ---- But if this be ſo pleaſing, 
what tranſporting Pleaſure muſt ariſe, from the 
Fruition of uncreated Excellency ! O, what un- 


know: 
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Znotun Delight, to enter into thy immediate Pre- 
ence, moſt Bleſſed LoD Gop ! To ſce Thee “, 
Thou King of Heaven, and Lo RD of Glory, 
no longer through a Glaſs darkly, but Face to 
« Face!” To have all thy Goodneſs, all thy 
Greatneſs, ſhine before us; and be made glad 
for ever with the brighteſt Diſcovery of thy Per- 


fections, with the ineffable Joy of thy. Counte. 
nance Þ |! 


Tuben 


Jaiab repreſents the Felicity of the Righteous 
in the everlaſting World, by this elegant and amiable 
Image; Thine Eyes ſhall fee the King in his Beauty. 
——— Milton touches the ſame Subject with a ſurpriſe- 
ing Elevation and Majeſty of Thought; They 


— all with Go p, 
Hi 257 in FAY and the Climes of Bliſs : mms 


Words, which like the fiery Carr, almoſt tranſport 
our Affections to thoſe glorious Manſions. 
Jai. xxxiii. 17. Milt. Book XI. v. 707, 708. 


9 1 would have my Reader endeavour to Mo- 
„ AA LIZ E this natural Pleaſure of the Soul, and to 
« improve this vernal Delight, as Milton calls i it, into 
« a Chriflian Virtue. When we find ourſelves in- 
« ſpired with this pleaſing Inſtinct, this ſecret Satiſ- 
faction and Complacency, ariſing from the Beau- 
« ties of the Creation, let us conſider, to Whom we 
*« ſtand indebted for all theſe Entertainments of Senſe; 
« and ho it is that thus opens his Hand, and fills 
„the World with Good. Such an habitual 
„ Diſpoſition of Mind cenſecrates every Field and 

Wood; 
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THr1s we cannot bear in our preſent imper- 
ect State. The Effulgence of unveiled Divinity 
would dale a mortal Sight. Our feeble Facul- 
ties could not but be 9vertwhelncd with fuch a 
Fulneſs of Blifs, and muſt lie oppreſſed under fuch 
c anexceeding great, eternal Weight of Glory. 
But when = this Cerruptible hath put on Incor- 
4 ruption;” the Powers of the Soul will be all in- 
vigorated, and theſe carthly Tabernacles “ tranf- 
* formed into a Likeneſs with CHRIS T's glo- 
& rious Body.“ Then, tho' (“* the Moon ſhall 
© beconfounded, and the Sun aſhamed,” when 
the Loxn of Hoſts is revealed from Heaven, yet 
thall his faithful People be enabled to fee * as 
He is. 

H Rx then, my Wiſhes, here, be fixed: Be 
this your determined and inyariable Aim: Here 
give a Looſe to your whole Ardour : Cry aut, 
All that is within me, in the Language of Inſpi- 
ration, This one Thing have I deſired of the LORD, 
ick, with inceſſant Earneſtneſs I 2010 require 3 

1 that 


Wood; turns an en Walt into a dend or 
A Evening Sacrifice; and will improve thoſe tranſi- 
* ent Gleams of Joy, which naturally brighten up 
® and refreſh the Soul on ſuch Occaſions, into an in- 
- nolable and perpetual State of Bliſs and Happineſs,” | 


Spec. Vol. V. Ns. 391 


2 © Har. xxiv. 23. 
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that I may dwell in the celeſtial . Houſe of the 
LoRD all the Days of my future Life, to behold 
the fair Beauty of the Lo x p, and to contemplate, 
with Wonder and Adoration, all the Attributes 
of the incomprehenſible Godhead. 


SOLOMON, a moſt penetrating Judge of 
human Nature, knowing how much Mankind is 
charmed with the fine Qualities of Flowers, has 
figured out the Bleſſed JESUS, that ( faireſt 
e among Ten thouſand,” by theſe lovely Repre- 
ſentatives. He ftiles Him * The Roſe of Sharon, 
and the Lily of the Vallies ; like the one, full 
of Delights, and communicable Graces ; like the 
other, exalted in Majeſty, and complete in 

Beauty. 

* Cant. ii. . 

Malus ut arboribus decori eft, ut vitibus wwe, 

Utgque roſe campis, ut lilia vallibus alba, 

Sic Cuxis rus decus omne ſuis. | 

+ By the Lily of the Valleys, I apprehend, is meant, 
not the Flower which commonly paſſes under that 
Denomination, and is comparatively mean ; but the 
grand, majeſtic, Garden-Lily, growing in a rich ir- 
riguous Soil, where it flouriſhes in the moſt —_— 
manner, and arrives at the higheſt Perfe&tion. The 
Circumſtance of the Vallies, added by the ſacred 
Writer, is ſignificant not of the Species, but the 
Place. This is by far the noblen Interpreta- 
tion, and moſt exactly ſuitable to the ſpiritual Senſe, 
which intimates, That the bleſſed JES S delights 
to dwell, by the Communications of his Spirit, in 
lewly and humble Hearts. ©T®ÞYDpDDyn MY Liliem 
Vallibus gauders, | e 
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Beauty, In that ſacred Paſtoral, he ranges the 
Creation, borrows its moſt finiſhed Forms, and 
dips his Pencil in its choiceſt Dyes, to preſent us 
with a Sketch of the Amiablenefs of his Perſon : 
His Amiableneſs, who is the Light of the World ; 
the Glory of His Church ; the only Hope, the 
ſovereign Conſolation of Sinners; and high, in- 
finitely high, not only above the nobleſt Com- 
pariſon, but even above all Bleſſing and Praiſe.” 
—-- May I alſo make the ſame Heavenly Uſe of 
all fublunary Enjoyments ! Whatever is pleaſure- 
able or charming below, let it raiſe my Deſires to 
thoſe fublime Delights which are above : Which 
will yield, not partial, but perfect, Felicity; not 
tranſient, but never-ending, Satisfaction and Joy. 
----Yes, my Soul, let theſe Beauties in Minia- 
ture always remind Thee of that glorious Per- 
ſon in whom * dwells all the Fulneſs of the God- 
« head bodily.”* Let thefe little Emanations 
teach thee to thirſt after the eternal Fountain : 
O] may the Creatures be thy conſtant Clue to 
the Creator! For this is a certain Truth, wor- 
thy thy moſt frequent Recollection, and attentive 
Conſideration, That the whole Compaſs of finite 
Perfection is only a faint Ray *, ſhot from that 
immenſe 
* —— Thou ſitt'ſt above all Heav'ns, as 

70 Us inviſible, or dimly ſeen 

In theſe thy loweſt Works; ; yet theſe declare 

Thy Goodneſs beyond Thought, and Pow'r divine. 

W PI Milt. Book V. 
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immenſe Source ; is only a ſmall Drop, derived 
from that inexhauſtible Ocean; of all Good. 


War a ſurpriſing Variety is obſervable 
among the flowery Tribes! How bas the 
bountiful Hand of Providence diverſified theſe 
niceſt Pieces of his Workmanſhip ! added the 
Charms of an endleſs Novelty to all their other 
Perfections l- Becauſe a conſtant Uniformity 
would ſoon render the Entertainment tireſome or 
inſipid; therefore every Species exhibits ſome- 
thing intirely new. The Faſhion ſpreads not 
from Family to Family, but every one has a Mode 
of its own, which is truly original. "The moſt 
curſory Glance perceives an apparent Difference, 
as well as a peculiar Delicacy, in the Airs and 
Habits, the Attitude and Lineaments, of every 
diſtinct Claſs. _ 

So uE rear their Heads with a majeſtic Mien, 
and overlook, like Sovereigns or Nobles, the 
whole Parterre. Others ſeem more moderate in 
their Aims, and advance only to the middle 
Stations; a Genius turned for Heraldry, would 
term them, the Gentry of the Border; while 
others, free from all aſpiring Views, creep un- 
ambitiouſly on the Ground, and look like the 
Commonality of the Kind, ---- Some are interſect. 
ed with elegant Stripes, or ſtudded with radi- 
ant Spots. Some affect to be genteelly powdered, 

A | or 
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or neatly fringed ; while others are plain in their 
Aſpect, unaffected in their Dreſs, and content 
to pleaſe with a naked Simplicity. Some aſſume 
the Monarch's Purple ; ſome look moſt become- 
ing in the Virgin's Vpite; but Black, doleful 
Black, has no Admittance into the Wardrobe of 
Spring. The Weeds of Mourning would be a 
manifeſt Indecorum, when Nature holds an uni- 
verſal Feſtival. She would new inſpire none but 
delightful Ideas, and therefore always makes her 
Appearance in ſome * amiable Suit. ----- Here 
Hands a Warrior clad with Crimſon ; there ſits 
a Magiſtrate robed in Scarlet; and yonder /truts 
a pretty Fellow, that ſeems to have dipped his 
Plumes in the Rainbow, and glitters in all the 
gay Colours of that reſplendent Arch. Some 
riſe into a curious Cup, or fall into a Set of 
beautiful Bel/s : Some ſpread themſelves in a 
ſwelling Tuft, or croud into a delicious Clufter.---- 
In ſome, the predominant Stain ſoftens by the 
gentleſt Diminutions, till it has even ſtole away 
from itſelf, The Eye is amuſed at the agreeable 
Deluſion; and we wonder to find ourſelves in- 
ſenſibly decoyed into a quite different Luſtre; 
In others, you would think the fine Tinges were 
emulous of Pre-eminence ; diſdaining to mingle, 
they confront one another, with the Reſolution 
of 


0 — Nunc formofiimus annus, Visc: 
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of Rivals, determined to difpute the Prize of 
Beauty; while each is improved, by the OppOf 
tion, into the higheſt Vivacity of Complexian. - 

* How manifold' art thy Works, O Lok! 
Multiplied even to à Prodigy. Tet &s Wiſdom 
conſummate Wiſdom, hu Thou made them all. 
How I admire the Vuſfneſt of the Contrivancr, 
and the Z xatinefs of the Execution] Pot Maa 
with Difficulty accompliſhes a i ſingle Work: 
Hardly, and after many Efforts, does He arrrive 
at a tolerable Imitation of ſome one Production 
of Nature. But the Almighty Artiſt fpoke Mil- 
hons of Subſtances" into inſtantaneous Being; all 
wonderfully various, all completely perfet. -— 
Repeated Experiments generally difeovet- Errors 
in uur happieſt Inveritions But he fine Struc- 
tures have pleaſed, for almoſt Six thouſand Years 3 
and no +; Fault: been diſcovered in the original 
Plan, no Room for the leaſt Improvement upon 
the firſt Model. All our Performances, the 
more minuteij they are fcanned, the more imper. 
el ahey appear: But, with regard to theſe de- 
licate Objects, the more we ſearch into their Pro- 
So N we are taviſbed with theit 


F . Pim civ, 24. ; 


Eceleſ. iii. 1 1 hnow ho aged G 
1 it hall be dak. Nathi * can be Lands u its, 2 


an thing taken from it. 
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Graces : They are ſure to diſcloſe freſh Strokes 
of the moſt maſterly Skill, in proportion to the 
Attention with which they are examined. 
No is the Simplicity of the Operation leſs 
aſtoniſhing, . than the Accuracy of the Workman- 
ſhip, or the Infinitude of the Effects. Should 
you ask, Where, and What, are the Mate- 
rials that beautify the blooming World? 
What rich Tints, what ſplendid Dyes, what 
cc Stores of ſhining Crions, ſtand by the Heavenly 
C Limner, when he paints the Robe of Nature? 
*tis anſwered, His powerful Pencil needs no ſuch 
coſtly Apparatus. A ſingle Principle, under his 
conducting Hand, branches out into ah Immen- 
ſity of the moſt varied, and moſt finiſhed Forms. 
The Moiſture of the Earth, paſſed through proper 
Strainers, and diſpoſed, in a Range of pellucid 
Tubes: 'Fhis one plain and ſimple: Cauſe 
gives Birth to all the Charms, which deck the 
Youth and Maturity of the Year. This bluſhes 
in the early Hepatica, and fames in the late-ad- 
vancing Poppy. I his reddens into Blood in the 
Veins of the Mulberry, and attenuates itſelf in- 
to leafen Gold, to create a Coreririg for he 
Quince: This breathes in all the fragrant Gales 
of our Gardens, and weeps odorous Gum in the 
Groves of Arabia. do * onde is our 
Creator in Counſel, and ſo excellent in Wir ting 1 
ai. xxvili, 29. & 960 what g n 
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In a Grove of Tulips, or a Knot of Pinks, 


one perceives a Difference in almoſt every Indi- 


vidual. Scarce any two are turned and tinctured 
exactly alike : each allows himſelf a little Parti- 
cularity in his Dreſs, though all belong to one 


Family; ſo that they are various, and yet the 


ſame. A pretty Emblem this, of the ſmaller 


Differences between Proteſtant Chriſtians. There 
are Modes in Religion, which admit of Varia- 
tion, without Prejudice to ſound Faith, or real 
Holineſs : Juſt as the Drapery, on theſe Pictures 
of the Spring, may be formed after a Variety of 
Patterns, without blemiſhing their Beauty, or 
altering their Nature. ---- Ee it ſo then, that we 
diſſent in ſome Points of inconſiderable Conſe- 
quence ; yet let us live amicably and ſociably to- 
gether ; for we harmonize in Princi ples, though 
we vary in Punctilios. Let us Join in Conver- 
ſation, and intermingle Intereſts ; diſcover no 
Eſtrangement of Behaviour, and cheriſh no Ali- 
enation of Affection: If any Strife ſubſiſts, let 
it be to follow our Divine Maſter moſt cloſely, 
in Humility of Heart, and Unblameableneſs of 
Life : Let it be to ſerve one another moſt readily, 
1 the kind Offices of a cordial F riendſhip, 
us ſhall we be united, though diſtinguiſhed ; 
united | in the ſame * Fundamentals, though 
diſtin- 
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diſtinguiſhed by ſome ſmall Circumſtantials; 
united in one important Bond of brotherly Love, 
though diſtinguiſhed by ſome lighter Peculiari- 
ties of Opinion. 

I APPREHEND, that between Chriſtians, 
whoſe Judgments diſagree only about a Form of 
Prayer, or Manner of Worſhip, there is no. more 
s/ential Difference, than between Flowers that 
bloom from the ſame kind of Seed, but happen 
to be ſomewhat diverſified in the Mixture of their 
Colours : ---- Whereas, if one denies the Divinity 
of our LORD Jes us CHRIs r, and degrades 
the incarnate Gop to the Meanneſs of a mere 
Creature; if another cries up the Worthineſs of 
human Works, and depreciates the alone merito- 
rious Righteouſneſs of the glorious Mediator; if 
a third pays the incommunixable Honours to a 
finite Being, and bows to the Image, or prays to 
the Saint: Theſe, ſure, are vaſt Deviations from 
the Truth of the Goſpel. Theſe are unallow- 
able, and moſt pernicious Errors. Theſe the 
true Believer cannot tolerate, nor bid the Abet- 
tors of them Go /þeed. ---- I would not be ſe» 
vere in my Cenſures, nor uncharitable in my 
Sentiments; but I fear, I greatly fear, that ſuch 
Tenets ſuerve from the Evangelical Standard, 
not as one Pink differs from another of the 
Claſs, but as widely 28 the Thorn differs from 

"the 
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the Roſe, or the Hemlock from the wholſome 
Herb. For ſuch Perſons we will not fail to* 
maintain a tender Compaſſion ; we will not ceaſe 

to put up earneſt Interceffions ; but we dare not 
ſubſcribe their Creed, or give them the Right 
Hand of Fellowſhip.” 


ANOTHER remarkable Circumſtance, re- 
commending the flowery Creation, is their regu- 
lar Succeſſion. They make not their Appearance 
all at once, but in an orderly Rotation: While 
a proper Number of theſe obliging Retainers are 
in waiting, the others abſcond ; but hold them- 
ſelves in a Poſture of Service, ready to take theit 
Turn, and fill each his reſpective Station, the 
Inſtant it becomes vacant. ---- The Snow-drop, 
foremoſt of the lovely Train, breaks her Way 
through the frozen Soil, in order to preſent her 
early Compliments to her Lord: Dreffed in the 
Robe of Innoceney, ſhe ſteps forth, fearlefs of 
Dangers, long before the Trees have ventured 
to unfold their Leaves, even while the Iſicles 
hang on aur Houſes, ---- Next peeps out the 
Crocus, but cautioufly, and with an Air of Ti- 
midity : She hears the howling Blaſts, and skulks 
clofe to her low Situation. Afraid, ſhe ſeems to 
make large Excurſions from her Root, white fo 
* ruffan Winds are abroad, and ſcouring 
3 
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along the Ether. Nor is the Violet laſt in this 
Jhining Embaſſy of the Year ; which, with all 
the Accompliſhments that would grace a Royal 
Garden, condeſcends to line our Hedges, and 
grow at the Feet of Briars. Freely, and with- 
out any Solicitation, it diſtributes the Bounty of 
its emiſſive Sweets; while itſelf, with an exem- 
plary Humility, retires from Sight ; ſecking ra- 
ther to adminiſter Pleaſure, than to win Admi- 
ration *®. Emblem, expreſſive Emblem, of thoſe 
modeſt Virtues, which delight to bloom in Obſcu- 
rity, and extend a chearing Influence to Multi- 
tudes, who are ſcarce acquainted with the Source 
of their Comforts! Motive, engaging Motive, to 
that ever-aftive Beneficence, which ſtays not for 
the Importunity of the Diſtreſſed, OE even pre- 
vents them with the Bleſſings of its Goodneſs l- 
The poor Polyanthus, that lately adorned the 
Border with her ſparkling Beauties; and, tranſ- 
planted into our Windows, gave us a freſh En- 
tertainment ; is now no more. I ſaw her Com- 
plexion fade; I perceived her Breath decay; till 
at length ſhe expired, and dropt into her Grave. 
=== Scarce have we ſuſtained this Loſs, but i in 
comes the Auricula, and more than retrieves it: 
Arrayed ſhe comes, in a ſplendid Variety of 
_ amiable Forms; with an Eye of Cryſtal, and 
. Garments of the moſt gloſſy Sattin ; exhaling 

Perfume» 


. Prodefe gun cenſſici: 
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Perfume, and powdered with Silver.. A very 
_ diſtinguiſhed Proceſſion This! The favourite 
Care of the Floriſt ! Scarce one among them but 
is dignified with a Character of Renown, or has 
the Honour to repreſent ſome celebrated Toaſt. 
But theſe alſo, notwithſtanding their illuſtrious 
Titles, have exhauſted their whole Stock of 
Fragrance, and are mingled with- the meaneſt 
| Duſt, ---- Who could forbear grieving at their 
Departure, did not the Tulips begin to raiſe them- 
ſelves on their fine Wands, or ſtately Stalks ? 
They fluſh the Parterre with one of the gayeſt 
Dreſſes, that blooming Nature wears. Did ever 
Beau or Belle make ſo gaudy an Appearance in 
a Birth-night Suit ? Here one may behold the in- 
nocent Wantonneſs of Beauty : Here ſhe indulges 
a Thouſand Freaks, and ſports herſelf in the 
moſt charming Diverſity of Colours: Yet I 
ſhould wrong her, were I to call her a Coguet; 
becauſe ſhe plays her lovely Changes, not to en- 
kindle diſſolute Affections, but to diſplay her 
Creator's Glory. ---- Soon ariſes the Anemone; 
incircled at the Bottom, with a ſpreading Robe; 
and rounded, at the Top, into a beautiful Dome, 
In its looſely flowing Mantle, you may obſerve 
a noble Negligence ; in its gently bending Tufts, 
the niceſt Symmetry : I would term it the foe 
Gentleman of the Garden ; becauſe it ſeems to 
| 5 the peculiar Felicity o reconciling Art with 
E 3 | Eafey 


60 RzFLECTIONS en a 


Eafe. ---- The ſame Month has the Merit of 
producing the Ranunculus. All bold and grace- 
ful, it expands the Riches of its Foliage, and 
acquires by degrees the lovelieſt Enamel in the 
World. As Perſons of intrinſic Worth dif- 
dain the ſuperficial Arts of Recommendation, 
practiſed by Fops ; fo, this lordly Flower ſcorns 
to borrow any of its Excellence, from Powders 
and Efſences. It needs no ſuch Attractives, to 
render it the Darling of the Curious ; being ſuf- 
fictently engaging from the Elegance of its Fi- 
gure, the radiant Variety of its Tinges, and a 
certain ſuperior Dignity of Aſpect. Methinks, 
Nature improves in her Operations : Her lateft 
Strokes are moſt maſterly : To crown the Col- 
lection, ſhe introduces the Carnation ; which 
captivates every Eye with a noble Spread of 
Graces, and charms another Senſe with a Pro- 
fuſion of exquiſite Odours. This ſingle Flower 
has, centred in itſelf, the Perfections of all the 
preceding: The Moment it appears, it ſo com- 
mands our Attention, that we ſcarce regret the 
Abſence of the reſt. ---- The Gily-fawer, like a 
real Friend, attends you through all the Viciſſi- 
tudes and Alterations of the Seaſon : While others 
makea tranſient Viſit only, This is rather an [n- 
habitant, than a Gueſt, in your Gardens; adds 
Fidelity to Complaiſance, 


Bo r 
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Bur *tis in vain to attempt a Catalogue of 
theſe amiable Gifts: There is an endleſs Multi- 
plicity in their Characters, and an invariable Or- 
der in their Approaches. Every Month brings 
its Ornaments, ſuch as are different from the 
reſt, and peculiar to itſelf. 

HERE let me ſtand awhile, to contemplate 
the wiſe and gracious De/ign, apparent in this 
 Oiftribution of Flowers, through the ſeveral 

| Periods of the Year. ---- Were they all to bloſſom 
together, there would be at once a promiſcuous 
Throng, and at once a total Privation ; ſo that 
we ſhould ſcarce have Opportunity of adverting 
to the Beauties of Half, and muſt ſoon loſe the 
agreeable Company of them All. But now, 
ſince every Species has a diſtin& Poſt to occupy, 
and a diftin& Time for appearing, we can take 
a leiſurely and minute Survey of each ſucceeding 
Set. We can view and review their Forms ; 
taſte their Sweets; enter into a more intimate 
Acquaintance with their charming Qualities ; 
and receive all thoſe pleaſing Services which they 
are commiſſioned to yield. ---- This remarkable 
Piece of Oeconomy is productive of another very 
valuable Effect. It not only places in the moſt 
advantageous Light every particular Community, 
but alſs is the moſt effectual Proviſion againſt 
the Frailty of the whole Nation : Or, to ſpeak 
4A E 4 more 
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more truly, it renders them a Sort of * immortal 
Corps, whoſe ſucceſſionary Attendance never 
fails. For though ſome are continually drop- 
ping, yet, by this Expedient, others are as con- 
tinually riſing, to beautify our Borders, and 
keep up the Entertainment unintermitted. 

O! wHarT Gooaneſs is this, to provide ſuch 
a Series of Gratifications for Mankind ! Both to 
diverſify, and perpetuate the fine Collation : To 
take care, that our Paths ſhould be, in a manner, 
inceſſantly ſtrewed with F lowers : And what 
Wiſdom, to bid every one of theſe inſenſible 
Beings know the preciſe Juncture for their come- 
ing forth ! Inſomuch that no Actor on a Stage | 
can be more exact in performing his Part; can 
make a more regular Entry, © or a more punRtual 
Exit. | 


Wu co imboldens the Daffodil, to venture 
abroad in February, and to truſt her flowering 
Gold with inclement and treacherous Skies 


wW bo informs the various Tribes of Fruit-bearing 
Bloſſoms, 


In Alluſſion to the celebrated Practice of the Per- 
Han Kings; who maintained, for their Lifeguard, a 
Body of Troops, called Immortal ; becauſe it perpe- 
tually ſubſiſted : For as ſoon as any of the Men died, 
Daher was immediately put into his Place. - + 

| Rollin s Ancient Hiſt. Vol. II. 
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Bloſſoms, that vernal Suns, and a more genial 
Warmth, are fitteſt for their delicate Texture ? 
Who teaches the Cle to ſtay, till hotter Beams 
are prepared, to infuſe a ſpicy Richneſs into her 
Odours, and tincture her Complexion with the 
deepeſt Crimſon ? ---- Who diſpoſes theſe beau-. 
tiful Troops into ſuch orderly Bodies ; retarding 
ſome, and accelerating others? Who has inſtruct- 
ed them to file of, with ſuch perfect Regularity, 
as ſoon as the Duty of their reſpectiye Station i 
over? And, when one Detachment retires, Who. 
gives the An for another immediately to ad- 
vance? Who, but that unerring Providence, 
which, from the higheſt Thrones of Angels, to 
the very loweſt Degrees of Exiſtence, orders all 
Things in Number, Weight, and Meaſure! 
TR ESE, O my Soul, are the Regulations of 
chat moſt adorable, moſt beneficent Being, who 
in the Fulneſs of Time bowed the Heavens ; | 
came down to dwell on Earth ; and united the 
Frailiy of thy mortal Nature to all the Glories 
of his Godhead. All the Honour of this admi- 
rable Eſtabliſhment belongs to that ever bleſſed 
Ranſomer of Sinners, who ſuſtained the Venge- 
ance, which thou hadſt deſerved, and waſt doom- 
ed to ſuffer ; who fulfilled the Obedience, which 
thou waſt et but unable, to perform; and 
in bis moſt ſacred immaculate Humanity, Ione 
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bled Himſelf (O never enough to be admired 
Loving-Kindneſfs !) humbled Himſelf to Death, 
even the Death of the Croſs. He formed this 
vaſt Machine, and adjuſted its nice Dependencies. 
The Pillars, that ſupport it; the Embelliſhments, 
that adorn it; and the Laws, that govern it; 
are the Reſult of his unſearchable Counſels. O 
the Heights, of His Majeſty, and the Depths of 
His Abaſement / 

WH1cH ſhall we admire moſt, his eſſential 
Greatneſs, or his free Grace? He created the 
exalted Seraph, that ſings in Glory ; and every 
the minuteſt Inſect, that flutters in Air, or crawls 
in Duſt. He marks out a Path for all thoſe 
Globes of Light, which travel the Circuit of the 
Skies ; and difdains not to rear the Violet from 
its lowly Bed, or to plait the Daiſy that dreſſes 
our Plains. So grand are His Operations, yet ſo 
condeſcending his Regards If Summer, like a 
fparkling Bride, is all glorious in her Apparel, 
what is this but a feeble Reflection of his uncre- 
ated Effulgence ? If Autumn, like a munificent 
Hoſt, exhibits all Things richly to enjoy, what 
is this but a little "Paſte of his inexhauſtible 
Liberality ? If Thunders roar, you hear the Sound 
of his Trumpet If Lightenings glare, you ſee 
the Launching of His glittering Spear: If the 

«« perpetual Hills be ſcattered, and the ever- 
* laſting 
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& laſting Mountains bowed,” you behold a Di/- 
play ---- No, ſays the Prophet, you have rather 
* The Hiding of His Power. So immenſe is His 


Power, 


Hab. iii, 4. Nothing can be more magnificently 
conceived, than the Imagery of this whole Chapter; 
and, upon the Foot of our Interpretation, nothing 
was ever more delicately and nobly turned, than the 
wing pt nk Clauſe, Nao ** . 
age, wlege, may be aſſigned with 
priety. But — I think, can be ima ined ſo ma- 
jeſtic and ſublime. As the Original will fairly admit 
of it; as it carries no Diſagreement with the Context; 
and expreſſes a moſt important, as well as undoubted 
Truth; I hope I may be permitted to uſe it, at leaſt 
by way of Accommodation. Eſpecially as it ſuggeſts 
one of the fineſt Mottos imaginable, wherewith to 
inſcribe all the viſible Productions of the Creator's 
Hand. When, ſtruck with Aſtoraſhment, we con- 
ſider their Grandeur, Beauty, and conſummate Per- 
fections, let us, in Juſtice to their Author, apply the 
exalted RefleQion'of this ſacred Ode: In all theſe 
&* 7s the Hiding, rather than an adequate Diſplay, of 
„ his matchleſs Power: Though they challenge our 
« Praiſe, and ſurpaſs our Comprehenſion; yet are 
* they by no means the utmoſt Exertions, but rather 
“ ſome {lighter Eſſays, of omnipotent Skill.“ 
Milton, relating the Overthrow of the fallen Angels, 
reminds his Reader of a noble Circumſtance, much 
of this Nature. Me Fab, unaided and alone, had 
utterly routed an innumerable Hoſt of apoſtate Spi- 
rits. But, to create a juſter Idea of this illuftrious 
Or, the Poet beautifully adds - Yet 
half his Strength He put not forth, == If we 


forget 
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Power, ſo uncontroulable and inconceivable, 
that all theſe mighty Works are but a Sketch, in 
which more is concealed than diſcovered. 

Tus, I think, we ſhould always view the 
viſible Syſtem, with an Evangelical Teleſcope (if 
I may be allowed the Expreflion), and with an 
Evangelical Microſcope- Regarding CHRIST 
IE sus as the great Projector and Architect, 
that planned and executed the amazing Scheme. 
Whatever is magnificent or valuable, tremendous 
ox amĩable, . ſhould ever be aſcribed to the Re- 
deemer. This is the Chriſtian's Natural Philo- 
fophy : And with regard to this Method of con- 
fidering the Things that are feen, we have an . 
Inſpired Apoſtle for our Preceptor and Precedent, 

Speaking of CHRIST, He ſays, „Thou, Loxd, 
c in the Beginning, haſt laid the Foundations of 
ee the Earth, and the Heavens are the Work of 
« thy Hands.” -—- Did we carefully attend to 
this leading Principle, in all our Examinations of 
Nature, it would, doubtleſs, be a moſt power- 
ful Means of * entindling our Love, and * firength- 


ening, 


forget t to make the ſame nend when we contem- 
plate God in His Works, we muſt neceſſarily form 
very ſcanty Conceptions of that ſupreme Being, be- 
fore whom all Nations are as a Drop of a Bucket, 
and are counted as the ſmall Duſt of the Balance:“ 
The Apoſtles, I obſerve, delight to uſe this 
Method 
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ening our Faith: For when I look round upon 
Millions of noble Subſtances, and carry with me 
this tranſporting Reflection, The Maker of 
| << them all died on a Croſs for me; how can 
I remain any longer indifferent ? Muſt not the 
coldeſt Heart begin to glow with Gratitude ? ---- 
When I ſurvey an Immenſity of the fineſt Pro- 
ductions imaginable ; and remember, That the 
Author of them all is “ my Righteouſneſs, my 
Redemption; how can I. chooſe but 


repoſe the moſt n. Confidence in ſuch a Me- 
diator ? 


LET 


Method of diſplaying the Honours of the Redeemer, 
and eſtabliſhing the Faith of his People. The be; 
loved Diſciple, teaching that moſt precious Doctrine 
of a Lamb ſlain to take away the Sins of the World. 
in order to evince the Sufficiency of Cuxis rs Sacrifice 
for this bleſſed Purpoſe, affirms, That All Things aue 
made by Him: And without Him was net any Thing. 
No, not ſo much as one ſingle Being, made, John i. 3. 
— St. Paul, ing the ſame glad Tidings to the 
Coloffians, and expreſly maintaining, That we have 
Redemption chrough his Blood, ſeems to foreſee an 
Odjection of this kind: © To expiate Tranſgreſſions 
< againſt an infinite Majeſty, is a moſt prodigious 
Act; it muſt coſt vaſtly more than any common 
« Surety can pay, to redeem a ſinful World. What 
« Reaſon have we to believe, that Jesvs is equal to 
% this mighty Undertaking?” All poſhble Reaſon, 
replies the — from the — of _— 
| or 
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Leer me add one more Remark, upon the 
admirable Adju/tment of every Particular, relate- 
ing to theſe fine Colonies planted in the Parterre. 
----- With ſuch ſurpriſing Correctneſs is their 
Structure finiſhed, that any the leaſt conceivable 
Alteration would very much impair their Per- 
fection. Should you ſee, for Inſtance, the nice 
Diſpoſition of the Tulip's Attire fly abroad, diſ- 
orderly and irregular, like the flaunting Wood- 
bine: Should the Jeſſamin rear her diminutive 
Head, on thoſe grand Columns which fupport 
| the 


For He is the Image of the inviſible GoD; and from 
the Greatneſs of his Warks, For by Him all Things 
were made. Confider the Operations of his Hands, 
and you cannot doubt the atoning Efficacy of his 
Deatb, Col. i. 15, 16. — The Author of the 
Epiſtle to the Hebrews falls exactly into the fame 
Train of arguing ; declaring, that Cnrisr Jesus 
has purged our Sins by the Sacrifice of Himſelf: He 
proves His ample Ability for this tremendous Office, 
from His eſſential Excellence, becauſe He is the 
Brightneſs of His Father's Glory; and from His admi- 
rable Works, becauſe He made the Worlds, and up- 
heldeth all Things by the Word of His Paxzwer, Heb. i. 
"2, 3. —— Which Thought, as it is ſo important in 
itſelf; of ſuch ſignal Comfort to Chriſtians; and fo 
particularly inſiſted on by the inſpired Writers; I 
truſt, an Attempt to illuſtrate and enforce it, in the 
Poſtſcript, will be the more eaſily excuſed, 
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the Holly- hock: Should the erect and manly Aſ- 
pet of the Piony hang down) with a penkve 
Air, like the flexile Bells of the Hyacinth: 
Should that noble Plainneſs, which diſtinguiſhes 
the Lily, be exchanged for the Fringes which 
edge the Pink, or the gaudy Stains which be- 
drop the Iris: Should thoſe tapering Pillars, 
which ariſe in the Middle of its Vaſe, and, tipt 
with golden Pendants, give ſuch a Luſtre to the 
ſurrounding Panels of Alabaſter ---- Should theſe 
fink and diſappear, like the Chives which cover 
the Heart of the Anemone ---- In many. of theſe 
Caſes, would not the Tranſpoſition be fantaſtical 
and aukward ? In all, to the en an 
of every Individual ? 

A&AIN; with regard to the Time of has 
appearing ; this Circumſtance is ſettled by a re- 
markable Foreſight and Precautian. What 
would become of the Sailor, if, in very ſtormy 
Weather, be ſhould raiſe a lofty Maſt, and 
croud it with all his Canvas ? Such would be the 
ill Effect, if the moſt ſtate y Species of Flowers. 
ſhould preſume to come abroad in the bluſtering 
Months. Therefore thofe only that ſhoot the 
ſhorteſt Stems, and diſplay the ſmalleſt Spread of 
Leaves, ar (if yau pleaſe) carry the: leafh Sail, 
are launched amidſt the blowing Seaſons. ----- 


How injudiciouſly wauld the Perfioner * if he 
5 ould 
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ſhould unſeal his fineſt Eſſences, and expoſe them 
to the Northern Winds, or Wintry Rains ! Our 
blooming Artiſts of the aromatic Profeſſion, at 
leaſt the moſt delicate among them, ſeem per- 
fectly aware of the Conſequences of ſuch a Pro- 
cedure. Accordingly, they poſipone the Open- 
ing of their odoriferous Treaſures, till a * ſerener 
Air, and more * unclouded Skies, grant a Pro- 
tection to their amiable Traffick ; till they are 
under no more Apprehenſions of having them 
diſſipated by rude Blaſts, or drowned 1 in inceſſant 
Shawers. 


.Wrar 


* Caſmire, in a very cal hl addreſſos 
himſelf to the dormant Roſe, and moſt prettily invitos 
her to venture abroad, by the Mention of thels two 
Circumſtances. 


Siderum ſacros imitata vultus, | 
. Quid lates dudum, Roſa? Delicatum | 
Aﬀer e terris * 2 * 2 
Fila cel.” 


Jam tibi nubes fugiunt aquoſæ, 


Qua: 1 albis Zephyri quadrigis ; 
. tibi mulcet Boream jocantis - 
Aura Favoni. 


Child of the Summer, „ nee Roto, 
No lo er in Confinement lie: n! 
Ariſe to Light, thy Form diſcloſe; . 
Rival the Spangles of che Sky. 
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- Wnar ſtriking Argument is here for Re- 
nation, unfeigned Reſignation, to all the Diſ- 
poſals of Providence] Too often are our diſſatiſ- 
fied Thoughts apt to find Fault with Divine Diſ- 
penſations: We tacitly arraign our Maker's Con- 
duct, or queſtion His Kindneſs with regard to 
ourſelves: We fanſy our Lot not ſo commo- 
diouſly ſituate, or our Condition not ſo happily 
circumſtanced, as if we had been placed in ſome 
other Station of Life. ---- But let us behold this 
exquiſitely nice Regulation of the minute/t Plants, 
and be aſhamed of our repining Folly. Could 
any Fibre in their Compoſition be altered, or one 
Line in their Features be tranſpoſed, without 
clouding ſome of their Beauties ? Could any Fold 
in their Veſtments be varied, or any Link in 
their orderly Succeſſion be broken, without in- 
jyring ſome delicate Property? And does not 
that All-ſeeing Eye, which preſerves ſo exact a 
Harmony among * err Toys, maintain as 
__ watchful 


The Rains are gone, the Storms are oer; 
Winter retires to make thee way ; 

Come then, thou ſweetly-bluſhing Flow; 
Come, lovely Stranger, come away. 


The Sun is dreſo d in beaming Smiles, 
To give thy Beauties to the Day:; 

Young Zephyrs wait, with gentleſt Gale 
To fan thy Boſom, as they play. 
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watchful a Care over His rational Creatures p- 
Dees He chooſe the propereſt Seaſon for the 
Cowſlip to ariſe, and drink the Dews? And can 
He neglec the Concerns, or mi judge the Con- 
veniencies, of his Sons and Daughters ? He, 
who has ſo completely diſpoſed whatever pertains 
to the vegetable Oeconomy, that the leaſt Di- 
minution or Addition would certainly hurt the 
finiſhed Scheme, does, without all Peradventure, 
preſide with equal Attention over the Intereſts of 
his on People. 
Bz ſtill, then, thou uneafy Mortal“; know, 
that Gop is unerringly wiſe; and be aſſured, 
that, 


», ae Ne fe denies 8 
Conveniat nobis, rebuſque fit * Piet „ 
Nam pro jucundis aptiſſima 5 dabunt dii: 


Carier eft ills homo, quan 


Since all the downward Trade of Time 
Gov's watchful Eye ſurveys; 
Ol Who ſo wiſe to chooſe our Lot, 
And — our Ways? 


Since none can doubt his equal Love, 
Unmeaſurably kind; 
acious Will, 


To his ancrrixg, gr 

Be ewry Wiſh reſign d. 

Good when He give: ſupremely Good; 
Nor leſb, Ahen He deniess 

Exn Croſſes from his fov'reign Hand 
Are — Diſguiſe. 
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that, amidſt the greateſt Multiplicity of Beings, 
He does not overlook thee. Thy Saviour has 
given me Authority to aſſert, That thou art of 
far ſuperior Value, in the Eſtimate of Omnipo- 
tence, than all the Herbage of the Field. ---- If 
His facred Will ordains Sichneſs for thy Portion, 
never dare to imagine, That uninterrupted Health 
would be more advantageous : If He pleaſes to 
with-hold, of take away, Children, never pre- 
ſume to conclude, That thy Happineſs is blaſted, 
becauſe thy Hopes of an increaſing Family are 
diſappointed. He that marſhals all the Starry 
Hoſt, and fo accurately arranges every the mean- 
eſt Species of Herbs; He orders all the Peculia- 
rities, all the Changes of thy State, with a Vigi- 
lance that nothing can elude, with a Goodneſs 
that endureth for ever. Bow thy Head, there- 
fore, in humble Acquieſcence : Reſt ſatisfied, 
That * whatever is, by the Appointment of Hea- 
ven, is right, is beſt. | 

| F 2 AMONG 


* If Mr. Pope underſtands the Maxim in this limit- 
ed Senſe, he ſpeaks a moſt undeniable and glorious 
Truth. But if that great Poet includes whatever 
comes to paſs through the wild and extravagant Paſ- 
fions of Men, furely no thinking Perſon, at leaſt no 
Chriſtian, can accede to his Opinion. — What Goo 
orders, is wi/z beyond all Poſſibility of Correction, 


and good above all that we can atk or think, His: 


; "hk /=aa 
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AMoNG all the Productions of the Third 
Creating-Day, this of Flowers ſeems to be pe- 
culiarly deſigned for Man: A Preſent, calculated 
in an eſpecial Manner for. his Uſe and Delight. 
Man has, as it were, the Monopoly of this Favour; 
and ſcarce ſhares the Satisfaction reſulting from it, 
with any other Animal. I don't find, that other 
Creatures are ſmit with their Beauties, or regaled 
with their Odours. The Horſe never ſtands till 


to gaze upon their Charms ;. nor does the Ox 
turn aſide to browze upon their Sweets, Senſes 
they 


Decrees are the Reſult of infinite Diſcernment, and 
all his Diſpenſations the Iſſues of unbounded Bene- 
volence. — But Man, fallen Man, is hurried away 
by his Luſts into a thouſand Irregularities, which are 
deplorably evil in tbemſelves, and attended with Con- 
ſequences manifeſtly 3 to Society. —— Let 
the Sentiment, therefore, be reſtrained to the Diſpo- 
ſals of Heaven, and I moſt readily ſubſcribe it. But 
if it be extended to the Conduct of Men, and the 
Effects of their Folly, I think myſelf obliged to en- 
ter my Proteſt againſt it: For whatever kindles the 
Divine Indignation — is Cauſe of final Ruin to the 
Author — is ſtrictly forbid by G o D's holy Word 
— is Contrary to the whole Deſign of his revealed 
Will, and the very Reverſe of his eſſential Attributes. 
=—-- This cannot poſlibly be right. This is moſt 
undoubtedly rang. Omnipotence, indeed, can 
over-rule it, and educe Good from it: But the very 
Notion of over-ruling, ſuppoſes it to be abſolutely 
wrong in itſelf. | 
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they have to diſcern theſe curious Objects in the 
groſs, but no Taſte to diſtinguiſb their fine Ac- 
compliſhments. ---- Juſt ſo, carnal and unenlight- 
ened Men may underſtand the litera l Meaning of 
Scripture 3 may comprehend the Evidences of its 

Divine Inſpiration z and yet have no Reliſb of 
the Heavenly Truths it teaches ; no ardent Long- 
ing for the ſpiritual Bleſſings it offers; ſee *© no 
Form or Comelineſs“ in the Saviour it deſcribes, 
fo as to render Him the ſupreme Defire of their 
Souls. 

- TH 8 chief End of theſe beautiful Appearances, 
Philoſophers ſay, is to enfold and cheriſh the Em- 
bryo Seed ; or to ſwathe the tender Body during . 
its infant State. ---- But whatever is the chief End 
of Nature, *tis certain, ſhe never departs from 
the Deſign of adminiſtring Delight to Mankind &. 
This is inſeparably connected with her other 
Views. Were it only to ſecure a reproductive 
| 3 | Principle, 


* We find that the moſt important Parts in the 
« Vegetable World, are thoſe which are the moſt 
« beautiful. Theſe are the Seeds by which the ſeve- 
«ral Races of Plants are propagated and continued, 
* and which are always fod el in Flowers or Bloſ- 
4 ſoms. Nature ſeems to hide her principal Deſign, 
« and to be induftrious in making the Earth gay and 
« delightful, while ſhe is carrying on her great 
« Work, and intent upon her own Preſervation.” 
Spe, Vol. V. Ns. 387. 
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Principle, what need of ſuch elegant Complica- 
tions? Why ſo much Art employed, and ſo many 
Decorations added ? Why thould Veſtments be 
Prepared, rather than Brocades, more. delicate 
than Lawns, and of a finer Glow than the moſt 
admired Velvets ? ---- If the great Mother had no 
other Aim, than barely to accommodate her little 
Offspring, warm Flanne], or homely Fuſtian, 
would have ſerved her Turn: Served it, full as 
well as the moſt ſumptuous Tiſſues, or all the 
Furniture of the Mercer's Shop. 

Ir ſeems plain then, that Flowers were en- 
dued with ſuch inchanting Graces, for the Plea - 
fare of Man; and, in purſuance of this original 
Intention, they ſtill pay their Court to the human 
Race. Accordingly, the fineſt of each Species 
croud-about our Habit ition, and are rarely to be 
ſeen at a Diſtance from our Abodes. They 
thrive under our cultivating Hand, and obſerv- 
ing Eye; but degenerate and pine away, if unre- 
garded by their Lord. ----To win his Attention, 
and — his Retreats, they hide their Deform:i- 
tier under Ground; and diſplay nothing but the 
moſt graceful 2 and engaging Calaurs, to 
his Sight. ---- To merit a farther Degree of his 
Eſteem, the Generality of them diſpenſe a de- 
lichtful Perfume. And; 'what is * more oblige- 

| ing, 
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ing, * reſerve their riche/t Exhalations, to em- 
balm” his Morning and Evening Walks : Be- 
cauſe he uſually chooſes thoſe cool Hours, to re- 
create himſelf among their blooming Ranks; 
therefore, at thoſe Hours, they are moſt laviſh 
of their Fragrance, and breathe out their choĩceſt 
Spirits. 

OMAN, greatly beloved by thy Creator | 
The: Darling of Providence I Thou art diſtin» 
guithed by hit Goognefs ; diſtinguiſh thyſelf alſo by 
thy Gratitude. - Be it thy one undivided Aim to 
glorify Him, who has been at ſo much Expence 
to gratify thee ! ---- White all theſe inferior Crea- 
tures, in fflent Eloquence, declare the Glory of 
Gor, do thou lend them thy Tongue. Be thou 
the High- Prieſt of the mute Creation : Let their 


Praiſes become vocal in thy Songs. Adore the 
en ſupreme 


2 The Flowers, 
That open a their choiceft boſom'd Smells, 


Reſerv d from Night, and bs for thet in Stove, 
. Mir r. 


+ The twining ſaſtains, and the bluſhing Roſe, 
With laviſ Grace their Morning Scents diſcloſe: ' 
The ſmelling Tub'roſe and Junquil declare 
* ſtronger Impulſe of an Eving Air. 

Prior's Sol. 
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ſupreme Benefactor, for the Bleſſings He ſhow- 
ers down upon eyery Order of Beings: Adore 
Him for numberleſs Mercies, which are appro- 
priated to thyſelf: But, above all, adore Him, 
for that noble Gift of a rational and immortal 
Soul. This conſtitutes us Maſters of the 
Globe, and gives us the real Enjoyment of its 
Riches. This diſcovers ten thouſand Beauties, 
which otherwiſe had been loſt; and renders them 
both a Source of Delights, and a Nurſery of 
Devotion. ---- By virtue of this exalted Principle, 
we are qualified to admire our Maker's Works, 
and capable of bearing his illuſtrious Image; 
bearing his illuſtrious Image, not only when 
theſe Ornaments of the Ground have reſigned - 
their Honours, but when the great Origin of 
Day is- extinguiſhed in the Skies, and all the 
- Orbs on high are put out in obſcure 
Darkneſs. ----- Then to ſurvive ; to ſurvive the - 
Ruins of one World, and to enjoy Go Dp ---- to 
reſemble Gop - to, be “ filled with all the 
« Fulneſs of Go p,“ in another ---- What a 
Happineſs, what an ineſtimable Happineſs, is this! 
Yet this is thy Privilege (barter it not for Trifles 
of an Hour), this thy glorious 9 
Man! 


O! 
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O! THE Goodneſs, the exuberant Goodneſs 
of Gop ] I cannot forbear celebrating it once 
more, before I paſs to another Conſideration. 
How much ſhould we think ourſelves obliged to 
a generous Friend, that ſhould 5d a ſtately 
Edifice * purely for our Abode ! But how greatly 

would 


I cannot perſuade myſelf, that the Compariſon 
is ſtretched beyond proper Bounds, when carried to 
this Pitch. It is my ſtedfaſt Opinion, That the 
World, at leaft this lower World, with its various Ap- 
purtenances, was intended purely for Man; that it is 
appropriated to him ; and that he (in Subordination w 
Gop's Glory) is the End of its Creation. Other 
Animals, tis true, partake of the Creator's Benefits; 
but then they partake under the Notion of Man's 
Domeſtics, or on the Foot of Retainers to Him; as 
Creatures that bear ſome Relation to his Service, and 
ſome way or other contribute to his Good. So that' 
ſill He is the Centre of the Whole; or as our incom- 
parable Milton, equally Maſter of Poetry and Divi- 
nity, expreſſes himſelf, All Things live for Mar. 
Par. Loft. XI. 161. | | 

Mr. Pope, in his Ethic Epiſtles, is pleaſed to ex- 

plode this Tenet, as the Height of Pride, and a groſs! 

Abſurdity, — For my Part, I ſee no Reaſon for ſuck 

a Charge. With all Submiſſion to ſo ſuperior a Ge- 
nius, it ſeems. very remote from Pride, to be duly 

ſenſible of Favours vouchſafed, to contemplate them 
in all the Extent of their Munificence, and acknow- 

lege them accordingly. I ſhould rather imagine, 
That to contract their Size, when they are immenſe- 
Jy large; to flint their Number, when they are — 
gether 
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would the Obligation be increaſed, if the Hand 


that built, ſhould alſo Furniſb it! And not only 
8 Fi 4 F X | furniſh 


gether innumerable ; that ſuch a Procedure favours 
more of Iaſenſibility, than our Hypotheſis of Preſump- 
tion; and has more in it of Tngratitude, than that of 
Arrogance. x 

And how can it be deemed an Abſurdity, To main- 
tain, that G o o gave us a Forld for our Poſſeſſion; 
when it is our Duty to belierg That He gave us his 
only, Sox for our Propitiation ? Sure it can be no Dif- 
ficulty to ſuppoſe, That He deſigned this habitable 
Globe, with its whole Furniture, for our preſent Uſe, 
face He with-held not his Holy Child Jezsvs, but 
freely delivered Him up for our final Salvation. 

Upon the Whole, I cannot but conclude, That the 

Attempt of our famous Poet is neither Ain, with re- 
gard to his Fellow - Creatures nor grateful, with 
regard to his Creator neither is his Scheme, in 
Fact, true. The Attempt not lind, with regard to 

Man; becauſe it robs him of one of the moſt delight- 
ful and raviſhing Contemplations imaginable. To 
conſider the Great Author of Exiſtence as having me 
in his Eye, when He formed univerſal. Nature; as 
contriving all Things with an immediate View to the 

igencies of. my particular State, and making them 
all in ſuch a Manner as might: be moſt conducive to 
my particular Advantage; this muſt needs occaſion 
the ſtrongeſt Satis factions, whenever I caſt a Glance 
on the Objects that ſurround me. —— Not grateful 
with regard to Gop ; becauſe it has the direct 
Tendency to diminiſh our Senſe of his Kindneſs, and 
conſequently to throw a Damp upon our Gratitude. 
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furniſh it, with all that is commodious and com- 
fortable, but ornament it alſo with whatever is. 
ſplendid and delightful ! ---- This has our moſt 
indulgent Creator done, in a manner infinitely 
ſurpaſſing all we could wiſh, or imagine. | 

TR Earth is affigned us for a Dwelling. --- 


The S41es are ſtretched over us, like a magniſi- 
cent Canopy, dyed in the pureſt Azure; and 
beau- 


It teaches us to look upon ourſelves as almoſt loſt 
among a Croud of other Beings, or regarded only with 
an occaſional and incidental Beneficence ; which muſt 
certainly weaken the Diſpoſition, and indeed ſlacken 
the Ties, to the moſt adoring Thankfulnefs. To 
which, I apprehend, we may juſtly add, Neither is 
the Scheme, in Fact, rue. For, not to mention 
what might be urged from the ſure Word of Reve-., 
lation, this one Argument appears to be ſufficiently 
concluſive. The World began with Man; the Worlf 
muſt ceaſe with Man ; conſequently the grand Uſe, 
the principal End of the World, is, to ſubſerve the 
Intezeſts of Man, It is om all ſides agreed, That the: 
Edifice was erected, when Man was to be furniſned 
with an Habitation; and that it will be demoliſhed, 
when Man has no farther need of its Accommoda- 
tions: When he enters into the Houſe not made with 
Hands, eternal in the Heavens, the Earth, and all 
the Works that are therein, ſhall. be burnt up.” 
From which it ſeems a very obvious and fair De- 
duction, That Man is the final Cauſe of this inferior 
Creation. 
So that IL think my Readers, and myſelf, privileged 
{not to ſay, on tha Principles of Gratitude, ob/iged ) 
co 


% 
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beautified, now with Pictures of floating Silver, 
now with Colourings of reflected Crimſon. ---- 
The Graſs is ſpread under us, as a ſpacious Car- 
pet, wove with ſilken Threads of Green, and 
damaſk'd with Flowers of every Hue. ---- The 
Sun, like a golden Lamp, is hung out in the 
ethereal Vault, and pours his Effulgence, all the 
Day, to lighten our Paths. ---- When Night ap- 
proaches, the Moon takes up the friendly Office, 
and the Stars are kindled in twinkling Myriads, 
to chear the Darkneſs with their milder Luſtre, 
not diſturb our Repoſe by too intenſe a Glare. --- 
The Clouds, beſides the rich Paintings they hang 
around the Heavens, act the Part of a ſhifting 
Screen, and defend us, by their ſeaſonable In- 
terpoſition, from the ſcorching Beams of Sum- 
mer: The Pſalmiſt “ elegantly terms them 

| Water- 


to uſe thoſe lovely Lines of our Author, with a Pro- 
priety and Truth equal to their Elegance and Beauty; 
For me kind Nature wakes her genial Pow'r, 


Suckles each Herb, and ſpreads out every Flow'r; 
Annual, for me, the Grape, the Roſe, renew 


The Juice nectareous, and the balmy Dew; 
For me, the Mine a thouſand Treaſures brings; 
Fur me, Health guſhes from a thouſand Springs, 


Eth, Ep. I. ver. ny. 
Eſaln Ali. 7. New Tranſlation. | 
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Water-ſpouts, which. wafted on the Wings of 
the Wind, diſpenſe their Moiſture “ evenly 
through the Globe; and fructify, with their 
Showers, whatever our Hand plants, ---- The 


Fields 


This Circumſtance, amidſt Abundance of other 
noble and delicate Remarks upon the Wonders of Na- 
ture, is finely touched in the philo/ophical Tranſaction: 
recorded in the Book of Job, Chap. xxxviii. ver. 25. 
— i yͤn, qu 32D I Who hath divided a Va- 
ter-courſe for the overflowing of Waters ? =—— The 
Hebrew is ſo pregnant and rich with Senſe, that no 
Tranſlation can do it Juſtice. The following Para- 
phraſe, perhaps, may repreſent the principal Ideas 
comprehended in the expreſſive Original. _—— Who 
has branched out, and with admirable Judgment ai/- 
poſed, a Variety of AqueduFs, for that immenſe Col- 
legion of Waters which float in the Sky ? Who di/tri- 
butes thoſe pendulous Floods through all the Borders 
of the Earth ? Diſtributes them, not in dreadful Ca- 
taracts, or promiſcuous Gluts of Rain, but with as 
much Regularity and Oeconomy, as if they were con- 
veyed by Pipes from a Conduit. To won ſhall we 
aſcribe that Niceneſs of Contrivance, which now 
emits, now reſtrains them; ſometimes derives their 
humid Train to one Place, ſometimes to another ; diſ- 
penſes them to his Soil in larger, to that in ſmaller 
Communications; and, in a word, ſo manages the 
mighty Fluid, that every Spot is ſupplied in exact 
Proportion to its Wants, and none defireyed by an 
undiſtinguiſhing Deluge ? —— This ſeems to have 
'been a favourite Obſervation with the inſpired Pen- 
man; ſee it diſplayed in another beautiful Light, 
Chap. xxviii. 25 
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Fields are our exhauſtleſs Granary, ----- The 
Ocean is our vaſt Reſervoir, ---- The Animals 
ſpend their Strength, to diſpatch our Buſineſs ; 
refign their Cloathing, to repleniſh our Ward- 
robe ; and ſurrender their very Lives, to provide 
for our Tables. --- In ſhort, every Element is a 
Store-houſe of Conveniencies ; every Seaſon 
brings us the choiceſt ProduCtions ; all Nature is 
our Caterer. --- And, what is a — endearing 
Recommendation of theſe Favours, they are all 
as lovely as they are aſeful. You obſerve nothing 
mean or inelegant. All is clad in Beauty's 
faireſt Robe, and regulated by Proportion's niceſt 
Rule. The whole Scene exhibits a Fund of 
Pleaſures to the Imagination, at the ſame time 
that it more than ſupplies all our Wants *. | | 
THEREFORE thou art inexcu/able, O Man, 
whoſoever thou art, that rebelle/? againſt thy 
Maker. He ſurrounds thee with unnumbered 
Benefits, and follows thee with an Effuſion of the 


richeſt, 


* « Thoſe ſeveral living Creatures, which are 
c made for our Service or Suſtenance, at the ſame 
time either fill the Woods with their Muſick, fur- 
« niſh us with Game, or raiſe pleaſing Ideas in us 
« by the Delightfulneſs of their Appearance. 
„ Fountains, Lakes, and Rivers, are as refreſhing 
to the Imagination, as to the Soil thro' which 
« they _ 5 Spect. Vol. V. No. 387. 


FLowER-GARDEN; 85 
richeſt, nobleſt Gifts. He courts thy Affections, 
He ſolicits thy Gratitude, by Liberalities which 
are never intermitted, by a Bounty which knows 
no Limits. ---- O ! mc Bleſied Lo kb, let this 
thy Goodneſs, thy unwearied Goodneſs, lead us 
to Repentance. in us to Thyſelf, Thou Foun- 
tain of Felicity, by theſe ſweet [nducements, 
Draw us to our Duty, Thou Gop of our Sal- 
vation, by theſe Cord of Love.“ 

WHrar a living Picture is Here of the bene- 
ficial Effects of Indu/try / By Induſtry and Cul- 
tivation, this neat Spot is an Image of Eden. 
Here is all that can entertain the Eye, or * regale 
the Smell : Whereas, without Cultivation, thus 
ſweet Garden had been a deſolate Wilderneſs : 
Vile Thiſtles had made it loathſome, and tan- 
gling Briars inacceſſible. Without Cultivation, it 
might have been a Neſt for Serpents, and the 
horrid Haunt of venemous Creatures, But the 
Spade and Pruning-knife, in the Hand of Induſtry, 
have improved it into a ſort of Terreſtrial Paradiſe. 

How naturally does this lead our Contempla- 
tion, to the Advantages that flow from a virtuous 
Education, and the Miſeries that enſue from the 
t Neglect of it | ---- The Mind, without early 
Inſtitution, muſt, inall Probability, become like 


the 
5 Omnnis copia narium. Hos. 


'+ Negledis urenda filix innaſcitur ogris. Ho x. 
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the Vineyard of the Sluggard.“ If left to the 
Propenſities of its own depraved Will, what can 
we expect, but a moſt luxuriant Growth of un- 
ruly Appetites, which, in time, will break forth 
into all manner of ſcandalous Irregularities ? 
What? ---- but that Anger, like a prickly Thorn, 
arm the Temper with an untractable Moroſeneſs: 
Peeviſhneſs, like a ſtinging Nettle, render the 
Converſation forbidding : Avarice, like ſome 
choaking Weed, teach the Fingers to gripe, and 
the Hands to oppreſs : Revenge, like ſome poi- 
ſonous Plant, replete with baneful Juices, rankle 
in the Breaſt, and meditate Miſchief to its Neigh- 
bour : While unbridled Lats, like Swarms of 
noiſome Inſects, taint each riſing Thought, and 
render © every Imagination of the Heart only evil 
c continually.” —— Such are the uſual Products 
of ſavage Nature ! Such the Furniture of the un- 
cultivated Soul | 

WHEREAs, let the Mind be put under the 
Nurture and Admonition of the Lo Rx D? Let a 
holy Diſcipline clear the Soil: Let ſacred In- 
ſtructions ſew it with the beſt Seed: Let Skill 
and Vigilance dreſs the riſing Shoots ; direct the 
young Ideas how to ſpread, the wayward Paſſi- 
ons how to move : — Then what a different State 
of the inner Man will quickly takeplace? Charity 
will breathe her Sweets, and Hope expand her 

Bloſſoms : 
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Bloſſoms: The perſonal Virtues diſplay their 
Graces, and the ſocial ones their Fruits: The 
Sentiments become generous ; the Carriage en- 
dearing ; the Life honourable and uſeful *. . 
OI THAT Governors of Families, and Ma- 
ters of Schools, would watch, with a conſcien- 
tious Solicitude, over the Morals of their tender 
Charge. What Pity it is, that the advancing 
Generation ſhould loſe theſe invaluable Endow- 
ments, through any Supineneſs in their Inſtruct- 
ors ! ---- See, with what Aſſiduity the curious 
Hloriſt attends his little Nurſery ; viſits them early 
and late; furniſhes them with the propereſt 
Mould ; ſupplies them with ſeaſonable Moiſture ; 
guards them from the Ravages of Inſects ; ſcreens 
them from the Injuries of the Weather ; marks 
their ſpringing Buds ; obſerves them attentively 
thro' their whole Progreſs ; and never intermits 
his Anxiety, till he beholds them blown into 
full PerfeRtion, ---- And ſhall a Range of painted 
| G 


Leaves, 


A teneris afſueſcere tanti eft! V1ks. 
— 2 lr /i e, To rg n vr 
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To Tay. Ariftot, The Principles we imbibe, and 
the Habits we contract, in our early Years, are not 
Matters of nal Moment, but of the utmoſt Conſequence 
imaginable ; infomuch that very frequently the au 
— of our Happineſe and U/zfulne/s depends vpon 
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Leaves, that flouriſh To- day, and To- morrow 
fall to the Ground ---- Shall theſe be tended, with 
more zealous Application, than the noble Fa- 
culties of an immortal Soul? 

YET truſt not in Cultivation alone; tis the 
Bleſſing of the Almighty Husbandman that im- 
parts Succeſi to ſuch Labours of Love. If GoD 


c ſeal up the Bottles of Heaven, and command 


the Clouds to with-hold their Fatneſs, the beſt- 
manured Plot becomes a barren Deſert. And if 
He reſtrain the Dew of his Heavenly Benediction, 
all human Endeavours miſcarry ; the rational 
Plantation languiſhes; and our moſt pregnant 
Hopes from the moſt promiſing Genius prove 
abortive. --- Let Parents plant; let Tutors water; 
but let both look up to the Father of n for 


the deſired Increaſe. f 


O every Side, I eſpy ſeveral budding Flow- 
ers. As yet, they are cloſely convolved, and 
wrapt within a ſtrong Incloſure. All their Beau- 
ties lie concealed, and their Sweets locked up. --- 
Juſt ſuch is the n:ggardly Wretch, whoſe Aims 
are all turned inward, and meanly terminated 
upon Himſelf : Who makes his own private In- 
tereſts, or perſonal Pleaſures, the ſole Centre of 
his Deſigns, and the Raney ae of all 


his Actions. | 
Bor, 


FrowEn-GARDEN. 8g 


Bu r, ere-long, the ſearching Beams will open 
theſe ſilken Folds, and draw them into a graceful 
Expanſion. Then, what a lovely Bluſh will glow 
in their Cheeks, and what a balmy Odour ex- 
hale from their Boſoms ! ----So, when Divine 
Grace ſhines upon the Mind, even the Churl be- 
comes bountiful': The Heart of Stone is taken 
away; and a Heart of Fleſh, a Heart ſuſceptible 
of the ſofteſt, moſt compaſſionate Emotions, is 

introduced in its ſtead. O ! how ſweetly do the 
ſocial Affections dilate themſelves, under ſo be- 
nign an Influence ! Juſt like theſe diſcloſing 
Gems under the powerful Eye of Day. The 
tender Regards are no longer confined to a ſingle 
Object, but extend themſelves into a generous 
Concern for Mankind, and hed liberal Refreſh- 
ments on all within their Reach *. 


G 2 ARISE 


How beautiful is the La, and how fignificant 
the Expreffion, in that fine Paſſage of the Prophet; 
where, deſcribing the charitable Temper, He ſays 
— 7 Thou draw out thy Soul to the Hungry ! ——— 
which, I think, may very properly be Nlaftrated by 
the Circumſtances obſerved above. The opening of 
theſe Buds into a large and extenſive Spread is a pret- 
ty Pourtrait of the Amplitude of a generous Heart, 
which cannot ſhut-up its Compaſſion, or remain un- 
concerned at any human Calamity. The Freeneſs 
And Copieuſneſs with which their choiceſt Eſſences, 
| | their 
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ARISE then, Thou Sun of Righteouſneſs ; 
ariſe, with Healing under thy Wings; and 
transfuſe thy gentle, but penetrating Ray, through 
all our intellectual Powers. Enlarge every nar- 
row Diſpoſition, and fill us with a diffuftve Be- 
nevolence. Make Room in our Breaſts for the 
whole human Race, and teach us to love all our 
Fellow- Creatures, for their amiable Creator's 
Sake: May we be pleaſed with their Excellencies, 
and rejoice at their Happineſs; but feel their 
Miſeries as our own, and, with a Brother's Sym- 
pathy, haſten to relieve them. 


Drispos ED at proper Diſtances, I obſerve a 
Range of ſtrong and ffately Stalks. They ſtand 
like Towers, along the Walls of a fortified City; 
or riſe like lofty Spires, amidſt a Group of Houſes. 
They part, at the Top, into ſeveral penſile ſpiky 
Pods ; from each of which will be excluded, 


within a little time, a fine Figure, of a very pe- 
culiar and inſtructive Character; roznded into a 


Form, that conſtitutes a perfect Circle ; ; ſpread 
wide open into the moſt frank and communica- 

ee 
their aromatic Souls, are continually poured out, 
may repreſent not only the various As of an un- 
wearied Liberality, but alſo that ca- di — cy 
yearning Tenderncſs, with which they are beſtowed 


Iſai. Iviii. 10. 
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tive Air ; tinged with the Colour, which, of all 
others, moſt captivates the Miſer's Eye. 
Bor the Property I chiefly admire, is its 
paſſionate Fondneſs for the Sun. When Evening 
with her Shades comes on, the poor Flower 
droops, and folds up its Leaves. It mourns all 
the long Night, like ſome forlorn Lover, for 
the Abſence of the Light. No ſooner does Pro- 
vidence open „ the Eyelids of the Morning,” 
but immediately it * addreſſes itſelf to the Object 
of its Affection; courts and careſſes it all the 
Day; nor ever loſes Sight of the refulgent 
Charmer, ſo long as it continues above the Ho- 
rizon. — In the Morning, you may perceive it 
preſenting a golden Boſom to the Eaft ; at Noon, 
it points. upward to the middle Sky ; in the 
Evening, follows the ſame attractive Influence 
to the Weſt. 

SURELY Nature is a Book, and every Page 
rich with ſacred Hints. To an attentive Mind 
the Garden turns Preacher, and its blooming 
Tenants are ſo many lively Sermons. What an 
engaging Pattern, and what an excellent Leſſon, 
have we Here So, let the Redeemed of the 
Lo RD beat unto IESUs t, and be conformed 

> to 


— Ala ſuum, quamuis Radice tenetur, 
 . Pertifur ad Solem, = Oy1D. 


+ Heb, xii, 2. 


92 REFLECTIONS 0# 2 


to their Beloved. Let us all be Heliotropes (if I 
may uſe the Expreſſion) to the Sun of Righteouſ- 
neſs. Let our Paſſions riſe and fall, take this 
Courſe or that, as his Word determines, as his 
holy Example guides. Let us be fo accommo- 
dated both to his commanding and providential - 
Will, as the Wax is turned to the imprinted 
Seal, or as the Aſpect of this enamoured F lower 
to the ſplendid Star which creates our Day. 

In every Enjoyment, O thou watchful Chri- 
ſtian, look unto Jes us; receive it as proceeding 
from his Love, and purchaſed by his Agonies “. 
In every Tribulation look unto JESUS; 
mark his gracious Hand, managing the Scourge 3. 
or mingling the bitter Cup; attempering it to a 
proper Degree of Severity; adjuſting the Time 
of its Continuance; and ready to make theſe 
ſeeming Diſaſters productive of real Good, ---- In 
every Infirmity and Failing, look unto Je svs, 
thy merciful High-Prieſt, pleading his atoning 
Blood, and making Interceſſion for Tranſgreſſors. 
— In every l look unto J ES Us, thy 


prevailing 
* He ſunk St our heavy Woes, c 
To raiſe Us to his Throne: 
| There's not a Gift his Hand beftows, 
But coſt his Heart a Grogan, 
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prevailing Advocate, recommending thy Devo- 
tions, and bearing the Iniquity of thy holy 
© Things *.” — In every Temptation look 
unto Jes Us, the Author of thy Strength, and 
Captain of thy Salvation, who alone is able to 
lift up the Hands that hang down, to invigorate 
the enfeebled Knees, and make thee more than 
Conqueror over all thy Enemies. But eſpeci- 
ally, when the Hour of thy Departure approaches; 
when thy Fleſh and thy Heart fail; when 
all. the Springs of Life are irreparably breaking 3 
then look unto Je $vus with a believing Eye f. 
Like expiring Stephen, behold him ſtanding at 
the Right Hand of Go p, on purpoſe to ſuccour 
his People in this their laſt Extremity. Yes, my 
Chriſtian Friend, when thy Journey through 
Life is finiſhed, and thou art arrived on the very 
Verge of Mortality; when thou art juſt launch- 
ing out into. the inviſible World, and all before 
thee is vaſt Eternity; Then, O then, be ſure 
to look ſtedfaſtly unto JE SuS] © See by Faith 
« theLoxp's CHRIST.“ View Him as the 
only Way ſ to the everlaſting Manſions, as the 
only Door S to the Abodes of Bliſs. 


G4 Nor 


* Bxod. XXxviii, 38. 
+ Look unto ME, adhoniond all the Ends of 
. Iſai. xlv. 22. 


- + John xiv. 6. $ John x. 9. 
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No r long ago, theſe curious Productions of 
the Spring were coarſe and mis-ſhapen Roots. 
Had we opened the Earth, and beheld them in 
their Seed, how uncouth and contemptible had 
their Appearance been l But now they are the 
Beaſt of Nature; the Delight of the Sons of 
Men ; finiſhed Patterns for Enamelling and Em- 
broidery ; outſhining even the happre/t Strokes of 

the Penſil. They are taught to bloom, but with 
a very inferior Luſtre *, in the richeſt Tapeſtries, 
and moſt magnificent Silks. Art never attempts 
to equal their incomparable Elegancies; but places 
all her Merit in copying after theſe delicate Origi- 
nals. Even thoſe that glitter in Silver, or whoſe 
Cloathing is of wrought Gold, -are proud to bor- 
row additional Ornaments from a Sprig of Jefla- 
mine, or a little Aſſemblage of Pinks. 

War a fine Idea may we form, from hence, 
of the Reſurrection of the Juſt, and the State of 
their reanimated Bodies As the Roots even of 
our choiceſt Flowers, when depoſited in the 
Ground, are rude and ungraceful; but, when 

they 


* The Cowlſlip ſmiles in brighter Yellow dreſt, 
Than that which veils the nubil Virgin's Breaſt : 
A fairer Red ſtands bluſhing in the Roſe, - 
Than that _y on the Bridegroom' s Veſtments 

flows. Prior's Sal. 
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they ſpring up into blooming Life, are moſt ex- 
quilitely elegant; ſo, the poor Fleſh of a Saint, 
when committed to the Duſt, alas] what is it? 
A Heap of Corruption; a Mafs of putrefying 
Clay. But when it obeys the great Archangel's 
Call, and ſtarts into renewed Exiſtence; O! 
what an aſtoniſhing Change enſues'! What a 
moſt prodigious Improvement takes place 
That which was ſown in Weakneſs, will be raiſed 
in all the Vivacity of Power, That which was 
ſown in Deformity, will be raiſed in the Bloom 
of celeſtial Beauty ; and ſhine © as the Brightneſs 
&« of the Firmament, when it darts the inimi- 
table Blue through the Fleeces, the ſnowy Fleeces, 
of ſome cleaving Cloud. 

Fear not, then, thou faithful Chriftian 3 fear 
not, at the appointed Time, to deſcend into the 
Tomb. Thy Soul thou mayeſt truſt with thy 
omnipotent Redeemer, who is Lo R p of the un- 
ſeen World; Who has the Keys of Hell, and 
« of Death. ” Moſt ſafely mayſt thou truſt thy 
better Part in thoſe beneficent Hands, which 
were pierced with Nails, and faſtened to the i ig- 
nominious Tree, for thy Salvation. ---- And, with 
regard to thy fleſhly Tabernacle, be not diſmayed ; 

*tis only taken down, to be rebuilt upon a divi- 
ner Plan, and in a more heavenly Form. If it 


retire into the Shadow of Death, and Gloom of 
the — tis only to return from a ſhort Con- 
| finement 
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finement to endleſs Liberty. If it dies, tis in 
order to riſe more illuſtrious from its Ruins, and 
wear an infigitely brighter Fa ace of Perfection and 
of Glory. 


HAvinG! now made my Panegyric, let me 
next take up a Lamentation, for theſe ſweeteſt 
Productions of the Vegetable World. ---- For I 
foreſec their approaching Doom : Yet a little 
while, and all theſe pleaſing Scenes vaniſh : Yeta 
little while, and all the Sweets of the breathing, all 
the Beauties of the blooming Spring, - periſh. 
Every one of theſe amiable. Forms muſt be 
ſhrivelled to Deformity, and trodden to the 
Earth. ---- Significant Reſemblance this, of all 
created Beauty. A Fl;ſp is Graſs, faith the 
Prophetic Voice, and all the Goodlineſs thereof 
as the Flower of the Field. Behold then, ye 
brighteſt among the Daughters of Eve, behold 
yourſelves in this Glaſs. See the Charms of your 
Perſon eclipſed, by the Luſtre of theſe little 
Flowers; and the Frailty of your State repreſent- 
2. * by their tranſient eee A Fever may 
| ſcorch 
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ſcorch thoſe poliſhed Veins ; a Conſumption 
emaciate the dimpling Cheeks ;: a Load of un- 
expected Sorrows. depreſs | thoſe lively Spirits. 
in if theſe Dlalas in Pi, wy gender 


When £25 deſcend, and robe the Fields | 
In Wixter's bright Array; 
| 3 by the Sun, the Luſtre ne, 
Aud weeps itſelf away. of ; nigh he ' = 


When Serülg appears; when Fiolets Now," 

| ee 1 2 

How ſoon the Fragrance breathes i its laſt! 
How ſhort-liv'd is the Bloom ! 


Freſh in the Morn, the Summer Roſe 
\ Hangs wither'd ere tis Noon; I 
We ſcarce enjoy the balmy Gift, 41540 
But mourn the Pleaſure gone. | 


With gliding Fire, an E ning Star - 
_ Streaks the Autumnal Skies; 


Shook from its Seat, it darts away, 
And, in an Inſtant, dies. 


| Such ge the mere, dr lhe Check, 
Ay wo 2 * an kao: 
So, "The nber g. e e 

| The tranſient aces N. 


70 chis the Seaſons, as they roll, 3 
Their Atteſtation bring: W | 
Tha d their ey'ry ] 0 
Eonfirms the Truth I ſing. | 
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Frame; yet Age, inexorable Age and Wrinkles, 
will come at laſt ; will wither the fine 3 | 
and blaſt every ſprightly Grace. : 
Tux, ye Fair, when thoſe ſparkling Eyes 
are darkened, and fink in their Orbs ; when they 
are rolling in Agonies, or ſwimming in Death --- 
How will you /u/tain the Aflictian? How will 
you repair the Loſs *--- Oh! apply your Thoughts 
to Religion; chooſe and attend to the One thing 
needful. Believe in, and imitate the bleſſed 
Jesus: Then ſhall your Souls mount up to 
the Realms of Happineſs, when the well pro- 
portioned Clay is mingling with its mean Origi- 
nal. The bright Beams of Go p's Countenance 
will irradiate, with a matchleſs Perfection, all 
their Faculties. Cleanſed intirely from every 
Dreg of Corruption, like ſome unſullied Mirror, 
they will reflect the complete Image of their 
Creator's Holineſs. ---- Oh ! that you would thus 
areſs your Minds, and prepare for the immortal 
State! Then, from ſhining among your Fellow- 
Creatures on Earth, you ſhall, be tranſlated to 
ſhine around the Throke of Gon for Ever and 
Ever. Then; from being the Sweeteners of our 
Life, and the Delight of our Eyes, here below, 
you ſhall paſs, by an eaſy Tranſition, into 
Angels of Light; and become an everlaſting 
+ Excellency, the Joy of all Generations.” 
4 a1. Ht? 23:1 th0'g Vet; 
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ery Nations, Ye muſt all decay. — 
Vonder Lily, that looks like the Queen of the 
gay Creation ---- See, how gracefully it erects its 
majeſtic Head]! What an Air of Dignity and 
Grandeur ennoble its Aſpect ! For elevated Mien, 
as well as incomparable Luſtre, juſtly may it be 
preferred to the magnificent Monarch of the Eaſt. 
But, all ſtately and charming as it js, it will 
hardly furyive a few. more Days: That unſpot- 
ted Whiteneſs: muſt quickly be tarniſhed, and the 
ſnowy Form defiled in the Duſt. 
As the Lily pleaſes with the noble Simplicity 
of its Appearance, the Tulip is admired for the 
Gayety and Multiplicity of its Colours. What a 
Profuſion of Dyes arrays its painted Cup | Its 
Tinges are ſo glowing, its Contraſts fo ſtrong, 
and the Arrangement of them both, ſo elegant 
and artful | ---- Twas lately the Pride of the 
Border, and the reigning Beauty of the delight- 
ſul Seaſon. ,; As exquiſitely fine as the Rainbow, 
Fe” as extrequely tranſient; it ſpread, for 
Moment, its glittering Plumage ; but has 
— | hid all its diſtinguiſhed Honours down. 
Thoſe radiant Stripes are blended, alas! rudely 
blenged, with common Mould. 
1 To a, graceful Shape, and blooming Complex- 
ian, the Roſe adds the moſt agreeable Perfume. 


* div Our. 


Tes; ** flow 


— — 


100 RrrLECTIONS en 4 
Our Noſtrils make it repeated Viſits, and are 
never weary of drinking in its Sweets. A Fra- 
grance, ſo peculiarly rich and reviving, tranſpires 
from its opening Tufts, that every one covets its 
Acquaintance. How have I ſeen even the ac- 
compliſhed Chariſſa, for whom ſo many Votaries 
languiſh, fondly: careffing this little Flower 
That lovely Boſom, which is the Seat of Inno- 


cence and Virtue, whoſe leaſt Excellency it ĩs to 


rival the Delicacy of the pureſt Snows, among a 
Thouſand Charms of its own, thinks it poſſible 
to adopt another from the Damask Roſe- bud. 
Yet even this univerſal Favourite muſt fail. Its 
native Balm cannot preſerve it from Putreſaction. 


Soon, ſoon, muſt it reſign all thoſe endearing 


Qualities; and hang neglected on its Stem, or 
wy deſpiſed to the Ground. '' '- * 
Ox x could wiſh, methinks, theſe lovelieſt of 
FR inanimate Race, a longer Exiftence : But in 
vain : They ade, almoſt as ſoot as they fauriſh : 


Within lefs than a Month their Glories are extintct. 
Let che Sun take a few-more Journeys through the 
Sky ; then viſit this itichanting Walk, and you 
willfind nothing buta wretched Wilderneſs of rag- 


ged or naked Stalks. ---- But O] (my Soul exults 
in the Thought) the Garment of celeſtial Glory, 


which ſhall ere-tong array the reanimated Body, 


will never wax old. The illuſtrious Robes of a 
* — Saviour's 
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Saviour's conſummate Righteouſucſe, which are 
appointed to deck the juſtified Spirit, are incorrup- 
tible and immortal. No Moth can corrode their 
Texture, no Number of Ages fully their Bright- 
neſs. The Light of Day may be quenched, and 
all the Stars fink in Obſcurity ; but the Honours 

of <* Juſt Men made perfect are ſubject to no 


Diminution: Inextinguiſhable and n is 
ms Luftre of their Crown, 


N. 3 ye flowery Nations, ye ** all decay. ---= 
Winter, like ſome enraged and irreſiſtible Con- 
queror, that carries Fire and Sword, where-ever 
he advances ; demoliſhes Towns; depopulates 
Countries ; ſpreads Slaughter and Deſolation on 
every Side ---- So, juſt ſo, will Winter, with his 
ſavage and unrelenting Blaſts, invade this beauti- 
ful Proſpect. The Storms are gathering, and the 
Tempeſts muſtering their Rage, tofall upon theſe 
Vegetable Kingdoms. They will ravage through 
the Dominions of Nature, and plunder her Rzches, - 
and lay waſte her Charms. Then, ye Trees, 
muſt ye ſtand ftript of your verdant Apparel; 
and, ye Fields, be ſpoiled of your waving T rea- 
ſures. Then, the Earth diſrobed of all her gay 
Attire, muſt fit in Sables, like a diſconſolate Wi- 
dow: The Sun too, that now rides in Triumph 
. the World, and ſcatters Gayety from his 
52 radiant 


102 -REFLEC©T40NS en 2 
radiant Eye, will then look faintly from. the 
Windows of the South; and, caſting a+ ſhort 
Glance on our dejected World, will leave us to 
the uncomfortable Gloom of tedious Nights. ---- 
Then, theſe pretty Choriflers of the Air will 
chant no more to the gentle Gales. The Lark, 
the Linnet, and all the feathered Songſters, 
abandon their Notes, and indulge their Woes. 
Mute is every ſhrill and tuneful Pipe: The Har- 
mony of the Woods is at an End; and Silence 
(unleſs interrupted by howling Winds), ſullen Si- 
lence, fits brooding upon the Boughs, that are 
now made vocal by a Thouſand warbling Throats. 
Bur, Ol] raviſhing Remembrance the Songs 
of Saints in Light never admit a Pauſe: for Sad- 
neſs. All Heaven will reſound with the Melody 
of their Gratitude, and all Eternity echo to their 
triumphant Acclamations. The Hallelajabs of 
that World, and the harmonious. Joy of its In- 
habitants, will be as laſting as the Divine Perfe- 
Ctions they celebrate. Come then, Holy Love, 
and tuns my Heart; deſcend, Celeſtial Fire, and 
touch my Tongue ; that I may Rand ready to ſtrike 
up, and bear my Part, in that great Hoſanna, that 


everlaſting Hymn. 
N yer x Je flowery Nations, ye muſt all de- 


cay. And, indeed, eould you add the Strength 
of 
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of an Oak, or the Stability of an Egyptian Pyra- 
mid, to all the Delicacy of your Texture ; yet 
ſhort, exceeding ſhort, even then, would your 
Duration be. For 7 ſee, that all Things come to 
an End. The Pillars of Nature are tottering ; 
the Foundations of the round World are falling 
away: The Heavens themſelves wax old like 
«<< a Garment,” But, amidſt theſe Views of 
general Ruin, Here is our Refuge, Here our 
Conſolation, Ve know that our Redeemer liveth. 
Thy Years, bleſſed JES vs, ſhall not fail: From 
Everlaſting to Everlaſting, Thou art ſtill the ſame ; 
the ſame moſt excellent and adorable Being ; the 
ſame omnipotent and faithful Friend; the ſame all- 
ſufficient and ineſtimable Portion. Ol may we 
but partake of thy Merits ; be ſanctified by thy 
Grace, and received into thy Glory ! --- Then, 
periſh, if ye will, all inferior Delights. Let all 
that is ſplendid in the Skies expire, and all that 
is amiable in Nature be expunged. Let the 
whole Extent of Creation be turned again into 
one undiftinguiſhable Void, one univerſal Blank: 
Vet, if Go be ours, we ſhall have enough 
If G o Þ be ours, we ſhall have all, and abound *: 

H All 


* His Hand the good Man faſtens on the Skies, 
| And bids Earth rowl, nor feels the idle Whirl. 


Night-Thoughts, No 4. 


104 RETLECTIONS 0# 4 
All that our Circumſtances can want, or our 
Wiſhes crave, to make us inconceivably bleſſed 
and happy: Bleſſed and happy, not only through 
this little Interval of Time, but through the un- 
meaſurable Revolutions of _ | 


THe Sur is now come forth in his Strength, 
and beats fiercely upon my throbbing Pulſe. ---- 
Let me retire to yonder inviting Arbour. There 
the Woodbines retain the lucid Drop ; and the 
Jeſſamines, that line the verdant Alcove, are 
ſtill impearled with Dews. ---- Welcome, ye re- 
Freſbing Shades ! I feel, I feel, your chearing 


Influence. My languid Spirits revive; the ſlack-. 


ened Sinews are new-ſtrung ; and Life bounds 
brisker through all her crimſon Chanels, - 
RECLINED on this moſly Couch, and ſur- 
rounded by this fragrant Coolneſs, let me renew 
my Aſpirations to the ever-preſent Deity. Here 
let meremember, and imitate,the pious Auguſtine, 
and his Mother Monica : Who, being engaged in 
Diſcourſe on the Beauties of the viſible Creation, 
roſe by theſe Ladders, to the Glories of the inviſible 
State ; till they were inſpired with the moſt 
affecting Senſe of their ſupereminent Excellency, 
and actuated with the moſt ardent Breathings 
after their full Enjoyment : Inſomuch that they 


were almoſt rapt up into the Bliſs they contem- 
plated; 


* 
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plated ; and ſcarce & knew, whether they were 
ein the Body, or out of the Body.“ 


. Wat x Tempeſts toſs the Ocean; when plain- 
tive Signals of Diſtreſs are heard from the bellow- 
ing Deep, and melancholy Tokens of Shipwreck 
come floating on the foaming Surge; then, how 
delightful to ſtand ſafe on Shore, and hug one's 
ſelf in conſcious Security ! ----When a Glut of 
Waters burſts from ſome mighty Torrent; ruſhes 
headlong over all the neighbouring Plains; ſweeps 
away the helpleſs Cattle; and drives the affrighted 
Shepherd from his Hut ; then, from the Top of 
a diſtant Eminence, to deſcry the Danger we 
need not fear; how pleaſing ! --- Such, methinks, 
is my preſent Situation; for now the Sun blazes 
from on high: The Air glows with his Fire: The 
Fields are rent with Chinks : The Roads are 
ſcorched to Duſt : The Woods ſeem to contract 
a ſickly Aſpect, and a rufſet Hue : The Travel- 
ler, broiled as he rides, haſtens to his Inn, and 
intermits his Journey: The Labourer, bathed in 
Sweat, drops the Scythe, and deſiſts from his | 
Work : The Cattle flee to ſome ſhad y Covert, 
or elſe pant and toſs under the burning Noon. 
Even the ſtubborn Rock, ſmit with the piercing 
Beam, is ready to cleave. All Things langs 
mv the dun Deluge — —— While 1 taal en- 


H 2 1 joy 


106 REerLletcTIONS en 4 


joy a cool Hour, and calm Reflection, amidſt the 
Gloom of this bowery Receſs, that ſcarce admits 
one Speck of Sunſhine. 

TR us, may both the Flock, and their Shep- 
herd, dwell beneath the Defence of the Mai 
High, and abide under the Shadow of the Almighty *. 
Then, though + the Pe/tilence walketh in Dark- 
neſs, and the S8ic#neſs deſtroyeth at Noon-day ; 
though "Thouſands fall beſide us, and Ten thou- 
ſands at our Right Hand; we need fear no Evil: 
Either the deſtroying Angel ſhall paſs over our 
Houſes ; or elſe He ſhall diſpenſe the Carrections 
of a Friend, not the Scourges of an Enemy ; 
which, inſtead of hurting us, ſhall work for our 
Good.---- Then, though Profaneneſs and Infide- 
lity, far more malignant Evils, breathe deadly 
Contagion, and taint the Morals of Multitudes 
around us; yet, if the great Father of Spirits 
c hide us in the Hollow of his Hand, we hall 
hold faſt our Integrity, and be faithful unto 
Death. | 

L r then, deareſt Lok, O! let thy Ser- 
vant, and the People committed to his Care, be 
received into thy Protection. Let us take San- 
Quary under that Tree of Life, erected in thy 


* Palm xci. 1. | | | 
2 This was written, when a very infectious and 
mortal Diſtemper raged in the Neighbourhood, 
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87 Croſs; let us fly for Safety to that 
of Refuge, NH in thy bleeding Wounds. 
Theſe ſhall be a ſacred Hiding-place, not to be 
pierced by the ] Flames of Divine Wrath, or the 
fiery Darts of Temptation. Thy dying Merits, 
and perfect Obedience, ſhall be to our Souls, 
as Rivers of Water in a dry Place, or as the 
| Shadow of a great Rack in a weary Land *. 
Bu T moſt of all, in that 42 tremendaus Day, 
when. the Heavens are rent aſunder, and wrap'd 
up like a Scroll; when thy Almighty Arm ſhall 
arreſt the Sun in his Career, and daſh to-pieces 
the Structure of the Univerſe ; when the Dead, 
both Small and Great, ſhall be gathered before 
the Throne of thy Glory, and the Fates of all 
Mankind hang on the very Point of a final irre- 
verſible Deciſion : ---- Then, bleſſed JESUS, 
let us be ewned by Thee, and we ſhall not be 
aſhamed ; defended by Thee, and we ſhall not be 
afraid. O] may we, at that awful, that un- 
utterably important Juncture, be covered with 
the Wings of thy Redeeming Love; and we 
ſhall behold all the horrible 'Convulſions of ex- 
piring Nature, with Compoſure, with Comfort! 
We ſhall even welcome the Conſummation of 
all Things, as the Times 7. Refreſhing from the 
Preſence inen F. 


a 
Iii. xxxii. 2. . f Ak. 19. 
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THERE are, I perceive, who till attend the 
Flowers; and, in Defiance of the Sun, ply. their 
Work on every expanded Bloſſom. ' The Bees, 
I mean ; that Nation of Chymiſts 1 to whom 
Nature has communicated the rare and valuable 
Secret of enriching themſelves, without impove- 
riſhing others; who extract the moſt delicious 
Syrup from every fragrant Herb, without wound- 
ing its Subſtance, or diminiſhing its Odours. 1 
take the more Notice of theſe ingenious Opera- 
tors *, becauſe I would willingly make them my 
Hen. While the gay Butterfly flutters her 
painted Wings, and ſips a little fantaſtic Delight, 
only for the preſent Moment ; while the gloomy . 
Spider, worſe than idly buſied, is preparing her 
inſidious Nets for Deſtruction, or ſucking Venom 
even from the moſt wholſome Plants; this frugal 
Community are wiſely employed in providing for 
Futurity, and collecting a copious Stock of the 
moſt balmy Treaſures. ---- And O ! might theſe 
Meditations fink into my Soul] would the Go p, 
who ſuggeſted each heavenly Thought, vouchſafe 
to convert it into an effabhiſhed Principle, to de- 
termine all my — 1 regulate my 

TR | Whole 


Ego apis matinæ 
More modogue . 
Grata carpentis thimg, Hon. 
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whole Conduct; I ſhould then gather Advantages 


from the ſame blooming Objects, more precious 
than your golden Stores, ye induſtrious Artiſts : 
I alſo ſhall go home laden with the riche/t Sweets, 
and nobleſt Spoils, though I crop not a Leaf, no 
call a ſingle Flower my own. 


HE RE I behold aſſembled, in one Piero, almoſt 
all the various Beauties, that have been ſeverally 
entertaining my Imagination. The Viſtas, ſtruck 
through an antient Wood, or formed by Rows of 
venerable Elms; conducting the Spectator's Ob- 
ſervation to ſome amiable Object; or leading the 
Traveller's Footſteps to this delightful Seat : ---- 
The Walls, enriched with Fruit-T rees, and 
faced with a Covering of their leafy Extenſions ; 
I ſhould rather have ſaid, hung with different 
Pieces of Nature's nobleſt Tapeſtry : ---- The 
Walks, neatly ſhorn, and lined with Verdure; 
or finely ſmoothed, and coated with Gravel: 
The Alleys, arched with Shades, to embower 
our Noon-tide Repoſe; or thrown open for the 
free Acceſſion of Air, to invite us to our Even- 
ing Recreation: The decent Edgings of Fox, - 
that incloſe, like a plain Selvage, each beautiful 
Compartment, and its ſplendid Figures: The 
ſhapely Evergreens, and flowering Shrubs, that 
ſtrike the Eye, and appear with peculiar Dignity, 

H 4 in 
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in this diſtant Situation : - -- The Baſon, with its 
cryſtal Fount, floating in the Centre, and dif- 
fuſing an agreeable Freſhneſs through the Whole: 
---- The Waters, falling from a remote Caſcade, 
and gently murmuring as they flow along the 
Pebbles : —— Theſe, added to the ret ; and all 
ſo diſpoſed, that each recommends and endears 
each; render the I hole, a moſt ſweet raviſhing 
Scene, of Order and Variety, of Elegance and 
Magnificence. - 

From ſo many lovely Proſpects, cluſtering 
upon one's Sight, it is impoſſible not to be re- 
minded of Heaven ; that World of Bliſs, thoſe 
Regions of Light, where the Lamb that was flain 
manifeſts his beatific Preſence, and his Saints 
live for evermore. — But O! what Penfil can 
sketch out a Draught. of that goodly Land? 
What Language expreſs the incomparable Splen- 
dors of IMMANUEL's Kingdom? Would ſome - 
celeſtial Hand draw aſide the Veil but for one 
Moment, and permit us to throw a ſingle Glance 
on thoſe Divine Abodes ; how would all ſublu- 
nary Poſſeſſions become tarniſhed in our Eyes, 
and grow flat upon our Tafte ! One tranſient 
Glimpſe of thoſe unutterable Beatitudes would 
captivate our Souls, and engroſs all their Faculties, 
Eden itſelf, after ſuch a Viſion, would appear a 
chearleſs 
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chearleſs Deſart, and all earthly Charms intole- 
rable Deformity. 

Very excellent Things are ſpoken of Thee, Thou 
City of Gon ®*. Volumes have been written, 
and thoſe by inſpired Men, to diſplay the Won- 
ders of thy Perfections. All that is rich and re- 
ſplendent i in the viſible Creation, has been called 
in to aid our Conceptions, and elevate our Ideas. 
But indeed, no Tongue can utter, no Pen can 
deſcribe, no Fancy can imagine, what Go D, 
of his unbounded Munificence, has prepared for 
them that love Him. ---- Seeing then, that all 
terreſtrial Things muſt come to a ſpeedy End, 
and there remaineth ſuch a Reſt, ſuch a bliſsful 
and everlaſting Reſt, for the People of Gop; 
let me never be too fondly attach'd to any preſent 
Satisfactions. Weaned from whatever is tem- 
poral, may I maintain a ſuperior Indifference for 
ſuch tranfitory Enjoyments; but long, long 
earneſtly for the Manſions that are above ; the 
Paradiſe, <* which the Lo xD hath planted, and 
« not Man.” Thither may I tranſmit the 
Chief of my Converſation, and from thence ex- 
pe&t the Whole of my Happineſs. Be that the 
ſacred, powerful Magnet, which ever influences 
my Heart, ever attracts my Affections. There 
are ſuch tranſcendent Glories, as Eye has not 

| ſeen : 


* Pſalm Ixxxvii. 2. 
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ſeen : There, are ſuch tranſporting Pleaſures, as 
Ear has not heard : There, is ſuch a Fulneſs of 
Joys, as the Thought of Man cannot conceive. 


In To that conſummate Felicity, thoſe eter- 
nal Fruitions, permit me, Madam, to wiſh You, 
in due Time, an abundant Entrance; and to aſ- 
ſure You, that this Wiſh is breathed, with the 
ſame Sincerity and Ardour, for my honoured 


Correſpondent, as it is, Map AM, for 
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Your meſt Obedient, &c. 


J. HER VET. 


POSTSCRIPT. 


] Come now to execute an Engagement under 
took Page 68. in the Note. ; 5h 


Bu r, firſt, let me once again intreat the 
Chriſtian to contemplate the magnificent and 
delicate Scenes of the Univerſe, with a particular 
Reference to CHRISH, as the Creator. He 
can hardly imagine, what Fuel every Object, 
viewed in this Light, would adminiſter to the 
languiſhing Lamp of Divine Love. Every Pro- 
duction in Nature would ſtrike a Spark into his 
Soul, and tend to raiſe the none Flax into 


a Flame. 3 


BESID ES, how muſt it gladden the Heart of 
a Believer, and confirm his ¶ance in the cru 
cified Lamb, to behold. the Heavens declaring 
his Glory, and the Firmament ſhewing his Handy- 
work ! It cannot but be Matter of inexpreſſible 
Conſolation to the poor Sinner, to obſerve the 
Honours of his, Redeemer wxit wih Sun-beams- 


* 


nn ca anne 
LET 


- 
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Le r thoſe, therefore, who delight to read an 
Account of their incarnate IE HOVAH, as He is 
revealed in the Books of Moſes, the Prophets, 
and Evangeliſts, endeavour to ſee a Sketch of his 
Perfections, as they ſtand delineated in that fately 
Folume, where every Leaf is a ſpacious Plain, 
every Line a flowing Brook, and every Period a 
lofty Mountain. 0 


SHOULD any of my Readers be unexerciſed in 
ſuch Meditations, I beg Leave (in purſuance of 
my Promiſe) to preſent them with a Specimen : 
To offer a Clue, which may lead their Minds 
into this eee Thus, 
then N 1 frequently reflect: 291 Wi . 

0 YE . whoſe ideen del Aebi | 
encompaſs. ſo many floating Worlds; He, who 
meaſured out your Dimenſions with his Span, 
and bid you ſtand as Boundaries of the Univerſe ; 
He, once was wrapt in Swaddling-Cloths, and 
laid in a n te bong to oo wy n 
„ 


-Tzov * * Aer; De Aﬀftance . 
any other Fire, ſſieddeſt Day through a thoufand 
ere He, who filed your Orb with hound 

leſs 
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leſs Luſtre, before whom your meridian Splen- 
dors are but Darkneſs ; He emptied Himſelf of 
his Glory for my Sake, and became the Scorn of 

Men, the Outcaſt of the People. _, . -- 


) 
Tuov Moon, that walkeſt among unnum- 


bered Stars, and, ſuperior to them all, ruleſt the 
Night with thy milder Ray; He, who dreſſed 
thy Globe with beaming Silver, and dwells in 
Light inacceſſible; He vouchſafed to wear a Body 
of Clay, in order to work out my Salvation, and 
hid not his Face from Shame and Spitting. 


Ye Thunders, that ſhake our A 
ſend your trediteidous Vollies from Pole to ole; 
He, who gave you thoſe dreadful Accents, whoſe 
awful Meſſage you bear to the trembling Nations ; 
He once, for my Welfare, poured'out infantile 
Tears in the Stable, and expiring Groans oh the 
accurſed Tree. ( 


. 


Ore Liehtnings, that burſt PO: ae 
Clouds, and whirl the Shafts of Juſtice thro” 
the Skies; He, who kindles your Flaſh, and di- 
rects your Stroke; He was bound like a Slave, 
was "dragged to the Bar like a Felon, was fen- 
tenced to Death like a Murderer ; and ruth not 


01 eee 
 nſplent 
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inſolent Abuſers into the Depths of Hell with his 
Fun. 


% 


VE Storms and Tampeſts, that ſweep over whole 
Continents, and drive Foreſts headlong from their 
Roots; He, whoſe Breath rouſes you into ſuch 
horrible Rage, and whoſe Nod controuls you in 
your wildeſt Career ; He once went, all meek 
and gentle, like a Lamb to the Slaughter for me ; 
and, as a Sheep before her Shearers is dumb, ſo 
He opened not his Mouth. 


Tou Peſilence, that ſcattereſt Ten thou- 
and Poiſons from thy baleful Wings, that leaveſt 


whole Regions depopulated, and crouded Cities 
| deſolate ; ; He, who arms thee with inevitable 
Deſtruction, and makes thee the Weapon af his 
Indignation; He once was numbered with the 
21 infamous of Malefactors; and, to ranſom 
me from Ruin, was content to tinge a Gibbet 


with his Blood. 


- Tuov Ocean, — World of Waters, He 
— * ſunk that capacious Bed for your Reception, 
and poured the liquid Element into thoſe un- 
fathomable Chanels ; in whoſe Preſence all your 
| rolling Mountains are as the ſmall DropofaBucket ; 

He, in the Days of his Fleſh, had not where to 
lay his Head; but ſuffered all that is miſerable 
and 


"Uh 
4 
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and reproachful, in order to introduce a wretchied 8 
Worm into the completeſt — I 4 * 


YE ne — that erickle thro? the 
matted Graſs ; Ye fine tranſparent Streams, that 
glide along your flowery Banks ; Ye deep and 
ſtately Rivers, that refreſh Kingdoms in your 
Courſe, and ſwell- the Sea with your Tribute; 
He who feeds you all from his own overflowing 
Fulneſs ; He formerly thirſted on Mount Cal. 
vary, and (what is ſtill more aſtoniſhing) thirſted v3 


in vain, for a ſingle Drop of Water. 


Y x lofty Mountains, that overlook the Clouds, 
and project a Shade into diſtant Provinces ; He 
who bid you riſe ſo high, and ſtand ſo faſt ; He, t 
gave his Back to the Scourge, his Head to the 
Thorns, and his Heart to the Executioner's Spear, OY 
on purpoſe to make a bleeding Atonement for * 
my Iniquities. 


Tho Earth, with all thy admirable Produc- 
tions, whatever climbs thy towering Hills, or 
creeps along thy humble Vales ; whatever wings 
the Air above, or cloathes the Ground beneath ; 
He, whoſe Voice ſpoke thee into Being, whoſe 
Arms upholds thee every Moment, whoſe Bounty 


diſtributes ſuch an * of Riches throughout _ 


\ 


8 PosTSCRIPT. 

thy ample Territories ; That great, honoured, 
and adored Author of all thy Bleſſings, once was 
made a Curſe for me; and hung, with torn Fleſh, 
with. ſtreaming Veins, with an agonizing Soul, 
on the Croſs, ---- FOR ME. 


O Goodneſs infinite Goodneſs immenſe ! 

And Love that paſſeth Knowlege --- But I biſe, 
4 loſe my. Words, in this amazing Theme. 
Come then, expreſſive Silence, muſe his Praiſe / 
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